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PROBLEMS! 
By Bob Gustafson 

Assistant Superintendent of Parks. Portland. Oregon 

Dedication, perseverance and 
originality helped Portland's 
parks department overcome 

almost insurmountable problems 
in building the Delta Park course 

The Delta Park G C in Por t land, Ore . , was designed 
by Robert T r e n t Jones , who has the reputat ion of 
being one of the top golf course architects in the 

world. T h e course was designed so that it would be play-
able to the average golfer and yet be of championship 
quality for the professional. 

T h e na tura l topography was completely flat with less 
than three feet elevation between the highest and lowest 
points. T o help give the course shape and character, 
350,000 cubic yards of ear th were moved to build tees and 
mounds for the fairway, gallery and greens. The natural 
ponds and sloughs were deepened and shaped to provide 
six lakes totaling 21 acres with gracefully sculptured 
shorelines. A significant reduction in cost was realized by 
using, as par t of the d ra inage system, the sani tary sewers 
remain ing after the demise of Vanpor t Ci ty . Good drain-
age is absolutely necessary because Por t land gets 40 to 50 
inches of ra in each winter . 

W h e n a park bureau organizat ion, which is usually in-
volved only in maintenance, takes on a construction job 
such as this one, it is bound to have many problems, and 
building Por t land 's Delta Park course has proved this 
to be t rue. 

Because of the lack of actual golf course construction ex-
perience of the men, many of the difficulties encountered 
required solutions tha t , as far as the people involved were 
concerned, were original and unique. This problem was 
solved by keeping very close contact among the project 
supervisor, the foreman and the men, and mainta in ing a 
two-way flow of information so that all involved would 
be aware of both progress apd setbacks. The goal-oriented 
team effort was also successfully used. 

Debris and rock left after the flood, which swept away 
the city of Vanport , was a continual i r r i tant . J u s t when a 
fa i rway was leveled and ready for seeding, the equipment 
would hook a water pipe, bedspring or building founda-
tion. Removing the offending object would expose rocks, 
dirt clods and other debris and the seed bed preparat ions 
would again have to begin. 

In spite of the unusual problems, this project was com-
pleted on schedule and will be one of the finest golf courses 
in the Nor thwest . • 
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Metal and concrete were all that was left of the city of Vanport, the site 
on which Delta Park was built. The city housed 40,000 shipyard em-
ployees and their families during World War II. In 1948 it was obliter-
ated by flooding from.the Columbia River. 

Senior engineer Allyn Staley, who headed up construction, examines the 
remains of a materials storage building burned by vandals. 



Rocks were everywhere. They had been originally brought in as a base 
for the streets, foundations and driveways of Vanport City. 

Another piece of machinery that was used extensively during construc-
tion was a rock picker. It is estimated that 30,000 tons of rock and con-
crete have been removed in preparation for planting greens and fairways. 

One of the most invaluable pieces of machinery that was used on the construction 
site was this rock rake. 

More problems! The stolons for planting the first nine holes were ruined in ship-
ment by inadequate ventilation and refrigeration. The financial loss was covered 
by the supplier, but the time lost could not be made up by anyone. 


