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by Fred V. Grau

ANSWERS
TO TURF

QUESTIONS

What to use?

With the coming of spring and anoth-
er season of planting, questions are
being asked which indicate confusion
and indecision concerning what to
plant. This is especially true of the
bluegrasses. Pennstar, an improved
Kentucky bluegrass developed by Jo-
seph Duich at Penn State, has joined
Merion, Prato, Fylking, Newport,
Windsor, Park, Cougar, Sodco and
all the rest of the named varieties
available. In addition, there are the
common types, including South Da-
kota Certified Common. Where does
each one fit? What are its limitations
regarding climate, use, fertilizer re-
quirements, tolerance to close mow-
ing, susceptibility to pests and dis-
eases and other factors? Hopefully
each new variety will be superior in
every respect, but can we safely as-
sume this?

The trend is toward blends. The
idea is that the strong features of cer-
tain components will mask the weak
points of another. For example, Meri-
on’s superior leafspot resistance cov-
ers for varieties that are weak in this
regard; Fylking with its resistance to
stripe smut covers for Merion which
is susceptible. Common bluegrass is
notoriously susceptible to leafspot. To
plant it alone for lawns or fairways
without a strong leafspot resistant
companion would be inviting disaster.
But what should the blend contain in

Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland,
Ohio and all the way to Nebraska and
Colorado?

It is of interest that when turf re-
search begins to flower at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska, the number one
goal apparently will be to solve the
blend problem. In the meantime we
shall hope to gather data from every
bluegrass consuming state and ex-
periment station to find more answers
to the dilemma. Let us not forget that
there are those bluegrasses repro-
duced by vegetative means only.
Among them are Warren’s A-10, A-
20 and A-34. While this is neither the
time nor the place to elaborate on their
merits, they are in use and they do
have a place. It will take more time
to sort them out into their special
categories but, so far, they stand alone
and do not seem to lend themselves
to blends with seeded bluegrasses.

Another big question is, “*Should
I include red fescue or ryegrass?” It
would seem that red fescue has no
place in a blend of elite bluegrasses
that are maintained at a fertility level
suitable for bluegrass. The fact re-
mains that many bluegrass mixtures
contain red fescue and ryegrass.

The new elite fine-leaf perennial
ryegrasses (Pelo, NK-100, Manhat-
tan and Pennfine) have a place in blue-
grass blends especially in spring seed-
ings where summer protection is need-
ed. We’ve had excellent results from a
simple Pelo-Merion-Fylking mixture
for fairways. In some cases we will
work Pennstar into the blend. If seed
supplies are short, Prato can be add-
ed as an “extender.”

The better turf varieties of blue-
grasses tend to be poor seed produc-
ers which raises production costs and
retail prices. Research has shown that
with adequate nutrients in the seed-
bed, light rates of seeding can pro-
duce the desired turf density. So,
when supplies of elite varieties are
short, plant less seed and “‘beef up”
the seedbed nutrients.

No replacement foreseen
Q—Do you feel that, because of its
tolerance to close, frequent mowing,
Fylking bluegrass will replace Merion
Jfor fairways? (Minnesota)
A—We do not anticipate any ‘‘re-
placement” of Merion by Fylking,
because both grasses are quite tol-
erant of close mowing and are com-
patible. In practice we find Merion
and Fylking being used in about equal
parts in blends with other varieties.
(Continued on page 42)
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Constant product
improvement
insures that
LesterMATIC
Chargers will
always be your
best invest-
ment. Latest
models provide
new protection
against damaging surge currents
plus automatically retractable plug
blade protection and many other
new features that guarantee time-
saving, trouble-free performance.

See for yourself. Contact your distributor
or write us for complete specifications.

LESTER ELECTRICAL

625 West A Street, Lincoln, Nebr. 68522

LESTER EQUIPMENT

\ 2840 Coronado St., Anaheim, Calif. 92806
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GOLF BAG TOPPE

* Extremely heavy transparent vinyl
“topper” with electronically sealed
seam and zipper. No stitches to rip,
rot or leak. Elastic collar slips
quickly over top of golf bag. Keeps
clubs, and inside of bag bone dry
in a sudden rain.

Long zipper top gives easy access
to all clubs. Folds to fit into any
golf bag pocket.

A unique, low-cost item for re-sale
or giveaway. Sensational in pro
shops, resort shops, country clubs,
driving ranges. Can be customized
with name, crest, emblem, etc.

Call or write for free samples and prices
ROBERT MANUFACTURING COMPANY
1001 East 23rd St. Hialeah, Fla. 33013
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