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ACCENT ON 
MANAGEMENT 

N a d e r cr i t ic izes tax 
a d v a n t a g e s of M a r y l a n d 
country clubs; 
N C A a n s w e r s 

Over the holidays Ralph Nader pre-
sented the golf clubs and the golfers of 
the United States with an unusual 
Christmas present. In a critical report 
leveled at the golf clubs in a Maryland 
county, Mr. Nader's staff made sever-
al statements which are in contradic-
tion to the thinking of this writer and 
the National Club Assn. 

These statements are of sufficient 
importance so that NCA's president, 
Edward J. Drew, has authorized pub-
lication of the following statement in 
rebuttal. 

Ralph Nader has released a report 
on property tax assessments in Mont-
gomery County, Md., particularly as 
they apply to golf clubs. In doing so, 
he has attempted to publicize the 
study by bringing up a civil rights 
issue, implying that the county is 
losing money and that the clubs are 
being subsidized by minority groups 
who cannot participate in the club's 

activities. In fact, the issues are 
unrelated. 

T h e tax benefit to which he refers 
results from the county assessing rec-
reational land on the basis of its ac-
tual use rather than the highest and 
best use to which it might be put. 

T h e theory of taxation at "highest 
and best use" promotes intense devel-
opment of property. T h e legislature of 
the State of Maryland has decided 
t h a t , in the case of golf c lubs, this 
intensive development is not in the 
best interest of their communities. 
Clubs are granted assessments as 
recreational land to preserve their 
existence as open, green space in an 
increasingly urban and industrial 
area. The benefits of this aid to the 
ecological balance are well known to 
Nader, although they may have been 
momentarily forgotten. What Nader 
refers to as a tax benefit is really a 
method of m a i n t a i n i n g a com-
munity benefit. 

Several non-biased and serious 
studies by Housing on Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) , the Urban Land In-
stitute and G O L F Magazine have 
shown, not only the ecological need for 
these green spaces, but that adjacent 
land values are enhanced by the 
presence of golf clubs. Should golf 
clubs be sold to a developer, adjacent 
land values would, in fact, decrease 
and a decrease in the tax base could 
result. 

In addition, when recreational open 
space is developed to its highest and 
best use, the cost to the community of 
rendering essential public services is 
increased. A golf club does not impose 
as increased a burden on a local school 
system as a high-rise apartment, for 
example. 

T h e special assessment rate was 
clearly granted in order to preserve 
green spaces and to keep golf clubs in 
an area from which they would other-
wise move with the resulting damage 
to the underlying ecological need of 
the community. 

The question of club membership 
policy has no bearing on the tax rate 
of the club. Should a club open its 
doors to all, the club would still have a 
"recreational land" assessment. • 

UNDER AND OVER-COUNTER 

CASH DRAWERS , 
With coin tills, currency com-
partments. warning bell, disc 
tumbler lock. 
12 models in Indiana hardwood or 
steel. Write for bulletin. 
INDIANA CASH DRAWER CO. 

^ Mfgrs. 
Cash Drawers 
for over 
50 years. 

P. 0. BOX 236, SHELBYVILLE, IND. 46176 

For more information circle number 278 on card 

GOLF P E N C I L S 

Assorted Colors-Imprinted With Your Name 
$1.10 per gross 

Please send check with order. Sales tax where applicable 
Name to be put on pencils—one line only. Only 2 00 set up 

charge. F. o. b. Conn. 

U. & S . SALES CO. 
1784 Delia Ave Akron. Ohio 44320 

For more information circle number 260 on card 

S a v e on Q u a l i t y T a b l e s . . . B u y A t 

LOW, DRECT PRICES 
Churches, schools, 
clubs, lodges — 
over 100,000 in 
al l—get more for 
their money by 
ordering 
direct from 
Monroe! Find 
ou t how m u c h 
YOUR organization 
can save, too, on 
tables, chairs and 
o t h e r b a n q u e t 
needs. Send today 
for FREE catalog! 

Quality folding 
tables, 30" x 72", 
as low as 

$2395 

THE MONROE TABLE CO. 
12 Church St., Colfax, Iowa 50054 

For more information circle number 207 on card 

EQUIPMENT 
& SUPPLIES 

R A N G E S 
MIN IATURES 

COUNTRY 
CLUBS 
PAR-3 

PRO-SHOP 
Free Catalog 

For more information circle number 261 on card 

WITTEK Golf Range Supply Co.,Inc. 
$610 AVONDALE • CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60618 

For more information circle number 189 on card 

NEW, 
INGENIOUS 

AND 
PRACTICAL 

K E E P - D R I 
GOLF BAGTOPPER 
• E x t r e m e l y h e a v y t r a n s p a r e n t v i n y l 

" t o p p e r " w i t h e l e c t r o n i c a l l y s e a l e d 
s e a m a n d z i p p e r . No s t i t c h e s t o r i p , 
ro t o r l eak . E las t i c c o l l a r s l i p s 
q u i c k l y o v e r t o p of go l f b a g . K e e p s 
c l u b s , a n d i n s i d e of b a g b o n e d r y 
in a s u d d e n ra in . 

• L o n g z i p p e r t o p g i v e s e a s y a c c e s s 
to a l l c l u b s . F o l d s to f i t i n t o a n y 
go l f b a g p o c k e t . 

• A u n i q u e , l o w - c o s t i t em f o r r e - s a l e 
o r g i v e a w a y . S e n s a t i o n a l in p r o 
s h o p s , r e s o r t s h o p s , c o u n t r y c l u b s , 
d r i v i n g r a n g e s . C a n be c u s t o m i z e d 
w i t h n a m e , c r e s t , e m b l e m , e t c . 

Call or write for free samples and prices 
ROBERT MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

L 1001 East 23rd St. Hialeah, Fla. 33013 




