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ANSWERS 
TO TURF 
QUESTIONS 

Fighting the artificial 
turf invasion 

Real tur f is facing a cha l lenge from the 
i n s t a l l a t i o n o f s y n t h e t i c c a r p e t s 
that try to imitate the real thing. In 
some respects it is an improvement 
o v e r t h e p o o r e r e x a m p l e s o f r e a l 
turf ; in o ther respects the qual i t ies of 
the best real turf can never be equaled 
by any artif icial covering. 

M a n y fa i lures in p r o v i d i n g a c -
ceptab le real turf stem f rom the fact 
t h a t t h e c a r e t a k e r o f the i n s t a l l a -
tion was never trained to understand 
the needs of real grass . Supervisory 
p e r s o n n e l o f t e n f a i l e d to p r o v i d e 
a d e q u a t e q u a n t i t i e s o f t h e e s s e n -
tial mater ia l s . O n c e in the past I re-
c o m m e n d e d the best fer t i l izer pro-
g r a m I knew for the m a i n playing 
f i e l d a t a m a j o r u n i v e r s i t y . T h e 
direc tor of athletics vetoed the pro-
g r a m and bought the cheapest ferti-
l i z e r h e c o u l d f ind a n d s e v e r e l y 
burned the grass so that it could not 
r e c o v e r in t i m e for t h e s e a s o n ' s 
schedule . T h i s kind of interference 
has hastened the insta l la t ion of ar t i -
f icial turf . In this case, the needs of 
the tur f were ignored in the interests 
of saving a few dollars . T h e turf that 
s e a s o n w e n t to p ieces a n d was the 
c a u s e o f m u c h p l a y e r d i s s a t i s f a c -
t ion. F o r the most part , the field was 
mud instead of clean grass . 

C l e a n uniforms seem to be a plus 
for art i f ic ial turf, especial ly on color 
television. T r u e it costs less in c lean-

ing bills, but with all factors under 
control , real turf need be no dirt ier 
than fake turf. T h e r e will be grass 
s ta ins , of course, but there will be no 
infected brush burns that come f rom 
the imitat ion turf. Exce l lent real turf 
can be grown on sandy soil which does 
not churn into a g iant mud pie when 
wet b e c a u s e e x c e s s w a t e r q u i c k l y 
dra ins through the soil . O u r fai l ing 
has come from our inability to sell 
the coaches and the administrat ion 
on providing the money to build the 
f ie ld p r o p e r l y t h e f i rs t t i m e . B u t , 
when the fake stuff is installed, the 
m o n e y s o m e h o w m i r a c u l o u s l y a p -
p e a r s . S o m e a r t i f i c i a l i n s t a l l a t i o n s 
h a v e m a t e r i a l i z e d b e c a u s e a g r o n -
omists and coaches failed to agree or 
even talk the same language. 

High t e m p e r a t u r e distress is a big 
cause of unhappiness with the fake 
grass . N o one has ever complained of 
this on real turf which has a built in 
c o o l i n g s y s t e m , é v a p o t r a n s p i r a -
t ion . R e a l turf contr ibutes much to 
the environment ; synthet ic turf con-
tr ibutes nothing. 

In this brief discussion I stressed 
athlet ic fields, but golf courses and 
o t h e r turfgrass areas are not i m m u n e 
to the persuasion of the profi t -seek-
ing f irms that produce, sell and in-
stall art if icial turf . T h e s e firms are 
eyeing golf course tees and greens. 
H e r e , w i t h e x i s t i n g h i g h - q u a l i t y 
r e a l t u r f m a n a g e d by p r o f e s s i o n a l 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s , t h e c h a l l e n g e h a s 
so far been met. Hopeful ly invasion 
of synthet ic turf will cont inue to be a 
m i n o r considerat ion. 

No such bulletin 

Q— We are puzzled and bewildered 
as to what to do concerning all these 
new grass varieties that are being 
put on the market. Right now we re-
fer to the bluegrasses, but the bents 
and the fescues are crowding us too. 
Is there any place where we can get a 
bulletin that will give us unbiased 
statements concerning the perfor-
mance of each variety so that we can 
choose more intelligently? 

(Quebec, Canada) 
A — W e who follow research and va-
r iety testing closely across the coun-
try also have to w o r k hard to keep 
f r o m being befuddled. W e feel that 
s o m e v a r i e t i e s tha t a r e offered for 
sale have not been tested adequate ly . 
S o far as I know the bulletin that you 
seek does not exist . W e r e you to ask 
for information from Purdue, O h i o , 
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KEEP-DRI 

GOLF BAG TOPPER 
• Extremely heavy transparent vinyl 

" topper" with electronically sealed 
seam and zipper. No stitches to rip, 
rot or leak. Elastic collar slips 
quickly over top of golf bag. Keeps 
clubs, and inside of bag bone dry 
in a sudden rain. 

• Long z ipper top gives easy access 
to all clubs. Folds to fit Into any 
golf bag pocket. 

• A unique, low-cost Item for re-sale 
or giveaway. Sensational in pro 
shops, resort shops, country clubs, 
driving ranges. Can be customized 
with name, crest, emblem, etc. 

Call or write for free samples and prices 
ROBERT MANUFACTURING COMPANY 

1001 East 23rd St. Hialeah, Fla. 33013 

S p e c i a l L e s t e r M A T I C f e a t u r e s le t 
e v e n t h e m o s t i n e x p e r i e n c e d e m -
p l o y e e k e e p y o u r r e n t a l f l e e t ' s b a t -
te r ies fu l ly , sa fe ly c h a r g e d . Standard 
Models: 3 6 , 2 4 , 18 volts. Output : 3 0 

a m p s t a p e r i n g t o 2 a m p s . 


