PROFIT
INSURANCE

Special LesterMATIC features let
even the most inexperienced em-
ployee keep your rental fleet's bat-
teries fully, safely charged. Standard
Models: 36, 24, 18 volts. Output: 30

amps tapering to 2 amps.

Special built-in units are available.

Proven at most golf courses nation-
wide. See your distributor or write
for new literature.

LESTER ELECTRICAL

625 West A St., Lincoln, Neb. 68522

LESTER EQUIPMENT

2840 Coronado St., Anaheim, Calif. 92806

Pioneers of Golf Car Chargers Since 1945 ‘

\_

For more information circle number 225 on card

INGENIOUS
AND
PRACTICAL

KEEP-DRI

GOLF BAG TOPPE!

» Extremely heavy transparent vinyl
“topper” with electronically sealed
seam and zipper. No stitches to rip,
rot or leak. Elastic collar slips
quickly over top of golf bag. Keeps
clubs, and inside of bag bone dry
in a sudden rain.

* Long zipper top gives easy access

to all clubs. Folds to fit into any

golf bag pocket.

A unique, low-cost item for re-sale

or giveaway. Sensational in pro

shops, resort shops, country clubs,
driving ranges. Can be customized
with name, crest, emblem, etc.

Call or write for free samples and prices
ROBERT MANUFACTURING COMPANY
1001 East 23rd St. Hialeah, Fla. 33013

For more information circle number 260 on card
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by Fred V. Grau

ANSWERS
TO TURF
QUESTIONS

Fighting the artificial
turfinvasion

Real turf is facing a challenge from the
installation of synthetic carpets
that try to imjtate the real thing. In
some respects it is an improvement
over the poorer examples of real
turf; in other respects the qualities of
the besi real turf can never be equaled
by any artificial covering.

Many failures in providing ac-
ceptable real turf stem from the fact
that the caretaker of the installa-
tion was never trained to understand
the needs of real grass. Supervisory
personnel often failed to provide
adequate quantities of the essen-
tial materials. Once in the past I re-
commended the best fertilizer pro-
gram I knew for the main playing
field at a major university. The
director of athletics vetoed the pro-
gram and bought the cheapest ferti-
lizer he could find and severely
burned the grass so that it could not
recover in time for the season’s
schedule. This kind of interference
has hastened the installation of arti-
ficial turf. In this case, the needs of
the turf were ignored in the interests
of saving a few dollars. The turf that
season went to pieces and was the
cause of much player dissatisfac-
tion. For the most part, the field was
mud instead of clean grass.

Clean uniforms seem to be a plus
for artificial turf, especially on color
television. True it costs less in clean-

ing bills, but with all factors under
control, real turf need be no dirtier
than fake turf. There will be grass
stains, of course, but there will be no
infected brush burns that come from
the imitation turf. Excellent real turf
can be grown on sandy soil which does
not churn into a giant mud pie when
wet because excess water quickly
drains through the soil. Our failing
has come from our inability to sell
the coaches and the administration
on providing the money to build the
field properly the first time. But,
when the fake stuff is installed, the
money somehow miraculously ap-
pears. Some artificial installations
have materialized because agron-
omists and coaches failed to agree or
even talk the same language.

High temperature distress is a big
cause of unhappiness with the fake
grass. No one has ever complained of
this on real turf which has a built in
cooling system, evapotranspira-
tion. Real turf contributes much to
the environment; synthetic turf con-
tributes nothing.

In this brief discussion I stressed
athletic fields, but golf courses and
other turfgrass areas are not immune
to the persuasion of the profit-seek-
ing firms that produce, sell and in-
stall artificial turf. These firms are
eyeing golf course tees and greens.
Here, with existing high-quality
real turf managed by professional
superintendents, the challenge has
so far been met. Hopefully invasion
of synthetic turf will continue to be a
minor consideration.

No such bulletin

Q— We are puzzled and bewildered
as to what to do concerning all these
new grass varieties that are being
put on the market. Right now we re-
fer to the bluegrasses, but the bents
and the fescues are crowding us too.
Is there any place where we can get a
bulletin that will give us unbiased
statements concernming the perfor-
mance of each variety so that we can
choose more intelligently?

(Quebec, Canada)
A—We who follow research and va-
riety testing closely across the coun-
try also have to work hard to keep
from being befuddled. We feel that
some varieties that are offered for
sale have not been tested adequately.
So far as I know the bulletin that you
seck does not exist. Were you to ask
for information from Purdue, Ohio,

(Continued on page 28)



IMPROVE BAG STORAGE
BEST BY TEST

WE DESIGN YOUR LAYOUT
ECONOMICAL — EASY TO
ASSEMBLE HEAVY DUTY
FURNITURE STEEL

GOLF BAG
STORAGE RACKS

TRADE

38 YEARS IN BUSINESS
Call Collect 301-322-3900
Or Write For Free Literature

INSTALLATIONS INCLUDE:

Chevy Chase C.C., Chevy Chase, Md.
Congressional C.C., Bethesda, Md.
Garden City G.C., Garden City, N.Y.
Dunbar C.C., Lake Arrowhead, Calif.
Scarsdale G.C., Hartsdale, N.Y.

Royal Poinciana G.C., Naples, Fla.
Longboat Key C.C., Sarasota, Fla.
Woodbridge C.C., Woodbridge, Conn.

*ACME IRON WORKS, c.

4300 Frolich Lane, Kenilworth Ind. Park
Tuxedo, Md. 20781

For more information circle number 256 on card

A Proven Golf Ball Washer for . . .

The only
HENRY GOLF BALL WASHER | gyg75
Used On Leading Golf Courses fob:

Throughout The World Milwaukee, Wis.
You get more ball washer for the money with The In choice
Henry. It costs less initially. Course Supts' will of colors.

find it requires minimum upkeep. Golfers through-
out the world have found that The Henry, with its
rubber squeegee and gasket, cleans their balls

W. C. Schendel

faster and more efficiently. 6510 W River Pky.
Milwaukee,
DEALERS IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES Wisconsin 53213

For more intormation circle number 171 on card

INCREASE EARNINGS, SERVICE & SPACE

Remodel your present storage space, update with

NEW Stafford VERTICAL BAG RACKS

e Wear and tear of golf bags e Damp bags dry faster —
is completely eliminate no mildew

e Faster, easier storage e Provides a neat appearance

e Easy to install and add more as needed

Your members will like the extra convenience and care. Your pro
shop profits from 40% more space these racks make available.
Double unit shown holds 16 bags, size 2" x 4’ x 6’-6” high, gives
12” x 12” space for bags. Single unit holds 8, size 1’ x 4’ x 6-6”
high. Sturdy steel. Bags set solid on tapered shelves. Send us
your floor measurements, we will plan a layout and quote you —
no obligation. U.S. and Canadian patents. Send for folder.

2000 Allen Ave., S. E.
TheA.G.STAFFORD Co. B 5o, comion, o 442

For more information circle number 167 on card
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Pennsylvania and New Jersey, for
example, you would get factual un-
biased data. But, a bluegrass that
does well in New Jersey may not
necessarily be the best one for Indiana.

There are regional tests now
operating that eventually will give
you what you seek. All of the better
new varieties are under tests that are
as uniform as possible except for the
effects of climate. Apparently, it
has not been easy to engineer region-
al tests. I do know that the Northeast
Regional Committee is now testing
bluegrasses. The North Central Re-
gional testing was involved with
weed control and a cooperatively-
published bulletin was distributed
at the Nebraska Conference. We can
hope for the same thing with the
grasses. Keep prodding; it will even-
tually get results.

Q—Recent soil tests indicate that,
with scarcely an exception, we are
amply supplied with phosphorus but
potash is uniformly low. We want
to continue our ureaform program
but we cannot seem to locate or
formulate the fertilizer that is best
for our conditions. What do you sug-
gest? Our soils are sandy and very

well drained. (Maryland)

A—] have examined your soil test
results and concur that you need not
apply any additional phosphorus
this season. Your nitrogen and
potassium requirements indicate to
me that your turf would be served best
by applications of a 1:0:1 ratio,
made with 38:0:0 ureaform and
0:0:50 sulfate of potash. This ap-
plies to greens where you spray
powdered ureaform and potash and
to tees and fairways where you
spread 4 granular material.

A 1:0:1 ratio can be made simply
by blending 1,200 pounds of urea-
form (456 pounds N) with 800 pounds
sulfate of potash (400 pounds K,0).
It is not a precise 1:0:1, but it is close
enough for all practical purposes.
Actually it comes out to a 22.8:0:20
mixed fertilizer. A 10 pound applica-
tion per thousand yields 2.28 pounds
N and 2.0 pounds K,0. This is just
about right for your conditions, and
you will be able to build up your
potassium reserves in the soil. When
you find a company that will make
this special mix for you, let me

know. O



