
The SNOWMOBILE: 

Finding a Course of 
Less Resistance 

By Gerry Finn 
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THERE has been a change in the 
attitude of the golf course su-

perintendent toward the snowmobile 
—that relatively new member of the 
mechanical age which in a short 
period of time has had a phenominal 
growth in popularity. 

At the height of the snowmobile's 
invasion of the golf course about 24 
months ago, the superintendent gave 
the track-maker an unequivocal kick 
in the chasis. The reaction at that 
time was one of vehement condem-
nation. Nowadays the feeling has 
softened so that it could be described 
as just plain condemnation. 

The typical response to the ac-
ceptance of the snowmobile is based 
on the individual situation. It might 

Winter profits and the passage of time have mellowed some strongly 
negative opinions about snowmobiles. Some clubs have even 
made physical adjustments to accommodate snowmobile 
traffic. Others, however, remain unyielding 



even be called diplomatic, to wit: " I 
have nothing against 'them' just as 
long as they keep off my course." 

It is difficult to seek out a pro-con 
exchange on the subject, because 
most superintendents believe they are 
violating allegiance to the propaga-
tion of enhancing the condition of 
the golf course at all costs if they 
even hint of favorable thinking. 

There is one exception, though. 
Ed Van Kampen of the Cordial Greens 
CC in East Greenbush, N.Y., believes 
that snowmobiles are no more a 
threat to the well-being of golf course 
turf than the golfer who takes hat-
sized divots. His views will be ex-
plored later. 

On the other side of the argument 

stands Casey Rowley, the resident 
superintendent of snow country. 
Rowley handles the conditioning ex-
ercises of the Stratton Mountain CC 
in Vermont, a much-heralded piece 
of golfing real estate carved out of 
the slopes and trails where schussers 
and snow bunnies cavort every 
Vermont winter. 

Rowley says he hasn't changed 
his mind about the damaging effects 
of the snowmobile. In fact, he is so 
convinced winter sports should find 
a playground other than the golf 
course that he posts his layout 
against skiers! 

"You think that's strange?" Rowley 
said one morning last spring after 
studying the remains of a parallel 

swing in the middle of Stratton's 11 th 
green. " If you can appreciate what a 
pair of skis can do to a green, try 
thinking of the possibilities that could 
arise should snowmobiles run the 
same course." 

Rowley has been confronted by 
members of the Chalet Owners' Assn. 
at Stratton to alter his stand against 
the use of snowmobiles. He refuses 
to budge. " I am thoroughly in accord 
with the thinking that any turf which 
gets compacted is bad business," he 
insists. "I 've told the snowmobile 
addicts this and don't intend to 
change my mind. Of course, my su-
periors might step in with an order. 
That's up to them." 

(Continued) 
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Snowmobile 

Just down the road f rom Rowley 

or a couple of ski lifts away resides 

the "semi -pro , semi -con" view of 

Paul O'Leary who keeps the grass 

g reen at the nat ional ly- famous twin 

courses of Equinox and Ekwanok. 

O'Leary c la ims he is against the 

use of snowmobi les at this stage of 

the d isagreement . " I look upon the 

s i tuat ion as something akin to the golf 

car several years ago, " O'Leary 

opines. "Eventual ly the superinten-

dent had to learn to live with the golf 

car . I suppose if the snowmobi le con-

t inues its spiral, he may have to as-

sume the same at t i tude." 

Equinox and Ekwanok are laid out 

on the doorstep of the Big Bromley 

ski area. Therefore, O'Leary is sur-

rounded by lovers of the winter out-

doors . There is a snowmobi le run ad-

j a c e n t to his courses wh ich gives 

h im room to rat ional ize their pres-

ence. If and when they are al lowed 

to r o a m on the golf course, O'Leary 

migh t sing a di f ferent tune. 

Swinging down f rom Vermont into 

the Berkshires, the at t i tude of the 

super intendent leans along more 

to lerant lines. 

Harry Tynan, whose domain is the 

rol l ing terrain of the Country Club 

of Pittsfield, Mass., reports that snow-

mob i le activity is high there. 

"Our members are a year- round 

par t ic ipat ion group," says Tynan. 

" W e stake out a snowmobi le run for 

t hem and I f ind there isn't too m u c h 

damage if the operat ion is control led. 

Most of them stay in the roughs. We 

stake off the g reens and tees as out 

of bounds. So far it has worked wel l . " 

Now compare all this, wi th heavy 

emphas is on the Rowley condemna-

t ion measures, to the complete turn-

about of Van K a m p e n who theor izes 

that his club would die in the winter if 

he didn't act ively p romote the use of 

snowmobi les. 

" I am sick and t i red of all this fuss 

about how m u c h damage a snow-

mobi le can cont r ibu te to the condi-

t ion of the golf cou rse , " Van Kampen 

fumes. "To m e the e f fec ts of a snow-

mobi le on a fa i rway are the same as a 

m a n k ick ing c e m e n t . Sure, there is 

compact ion , but compac t ion has 

a hundred other causes besides the 

snowmobi le . " 

Van Kampen admi ts his posit ion as 

owner-super in tendent of Cordial 

Greens gives a false impression of his 

att i tude toward the t racked monsters. 

"Yes , I 'm interested in sources of 

revenue for my c lub , " he says, "bu t 

I a m just as ded ica ted to the feel ing 

I have for giving go l fers a top-con-

dit ioned course. In fac t , I am stronger 

about this than many superinten-

dents. After all, I have more to lose 

if my course isn't in playable shape." 

Cordial Greens has handled as 

many as 240 snowmobi les on a 

single day. At the end of the winter of 

1969-1970 Van Kampen wound up 

his adding mach ine and zipped off a 

total of 20,000 as the number of ma-

chines that had run the Cordial 

Course. And all of this t raf f ic has 

meant about a 15 per cent increase 

in winter revenues at the club. Van 

Kampen feels this f igure is more im-

pressive when one considers that he 

has always w o r k e d at having an ac -

tive winter p rogram even before the 

advent of snowmobi les. However, 

for a c lub that goes into almost a 

total s lump in winter, a c c o m m o d a t i n g 

snowmobi les could mean far greater 

increases. 

The adventurous spirit of Van 

Kampen probably has m u c h to do 

with his accep tance of the snowmo-

bile. " I have a lways been one who is 

wil l ing to take a chance rather than 

sit on unproven theor ies," he ex-

plains. " I think the average super in-

tendent is conv inced the snowmo-

bile is the enemy without ever con-

front ing it. Sure, we have had evi-

dence of some damage, but it has 

been so slight that I can' t see aban-

doning my who le program." 

That program is unique for a su-

perintendent. Van Kampen has 

fo rmed a snowmobi le club for his 

winter fr iends. He's set up a rac ing 

t rack over the golf course's dr iv ing 

range and f igures the act ion next 

winter wil l be phenomenal . 

" I ' d l ike to say another th ing," Van 

Kampen adds. "S ince I l ifted the 

barrier, my c lub has come alive 

during the winter . And my gol fers wi l l 

back me up w h e n I report that the 

golf course has never been in better 

condi t ion." 

This, then, runs down the pros and 

cons on the use of snowmobi les. It 

fo l lows the spec t rum f rom Rowley 's 

" w h o needs ' e m ? " react ion to Van 

Kampen's " thei r presence is no more 

harmful than a divot- taking go l fer " 

belief. 

One humorous aside to the great 

debate was exper ienced in seeking 

the opinion of Richard Blake, v ice 

president of the Golf Course Super in-

tendents Assn. of Amer ica. Blake, 

who holds the for t at the Mount Pleas-

ant CC in Worces ter , Mass., had a 

personal hand in deciding the snow-

mobi le 's fate at his course. 

" I decided to try one of the th ings 

out , " Blake reveals. " I hopped in, 

got it going and went into a spin. 

When they pulled me out of the snow-

mobi le, I had three c racked ribs. 

Personally, I can live without ' e m . " • 


