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SWINGING 
AROUND GOLF 

Of golf babies and 
champions 
Now the wail of the cry babies is 
loud in the land. In heartening, in-
telligent contrast is a message that 
makes news that the sports sec-
tions of newspapers, sports mag-
azines and other so-called instru-
ments of information have missed. 

The good words of which all 
golfers of sound mind and body 
can be proud, were in the farewell 
address of Hord Hardin, retiring 
president of the United States Golf 
Assn. He told the USGA annual 
meeting delegates something about 
a menacing trend in golf. 

"Golf has remained the charm-
ing, challenging, even frustrating 
game it is because wise men have 
fought off the constant harrassment 
of those who would c h a n g e it— 
soften it—make it a game of less 
demanding skill. I cannot recall a 
single suggestion in my 13 years of 
committee service which was aimed 
at making the game harder ." 

" A i m e d at m a k i n g the game 
h a r d e r ! " T h a t m e a n s aimed at 
making the game so it determines 
genuine champions. T h e bellyach-
ing is laughable. A genuine cham-
pion isn't afraid to have his cham-
pionship qualifications tested by 
demonstrations of his skill. The 
USGA, Professional Golfers' Assn. 
and the Masters have so many ex-

emptions one is inclined to wonder 
who's left to qualify with a ball and 
clubs. Still, golfers who are sup-
posed to have superior skill howl 
like infants for more exemptions. 

T h e exemptions have cheapened 
championships as far as valid tests 
of competence are concerned. Late-
ly, the kingergarten league pros 
have been m o a n i n g in print and 
blaming Joe Dey because they have 
to play or cruise six days a week. 
Nothing could show more sharply 
why the lads are bushers. 

Tournament golf should heed 
Hardins ' warning and beware of 
becoming like other merely mer-
c e n a r y spor t s t h a t have become 
trades of high earning, but inferior 
in public service and entertainment. 

Home pros aren't sympathetic 
to the boys on the fringes of the big 
t ime . T h o s e p ro fe s s iona l s who 
make good know that there is no 
substitute for demonstrated merit 
in making a living. Tournament 
youngsters and some of the older 
ones, too, can't escape that test. 

O n e pa r t of the a n n u a l Green 
Committee Seminar of the Chicago 
District Golf Assn. was devoted to 
"Keeping membership appraised of 
green committee decisions." That 
is a subject which accounts for con-
siderable bellyaching about super-
intendents. Yet the possibility often 
exists that the green committee 
rather than the superintendent pr i -
marily is to blame for defects in 
course conditions. 

C D G A officials involved in ex-
p l o r i n g this s i t ua t i on are D o n 
J o h n s o n of Medinah, Ralph P e -
t e r s o n of River Fores t , K e n 
K l e h r of Ridgemoor and North 
Shore, Bob O w e n of Flossmor 
and Ridge, Dave Root of Gary, 
B o b Van Nest of LaGrange and 
Ralph Janetz of Park Ridge. Per-
haps the discussion they engineered 
will develop a program of member 
information that will be useful to 
clubs. But the chance is remote. 

Over many years in golf business 
I've seen hundreds of campaigns for 
member understanding get a lot of 
talk, planning and hope from earn-
est green committee members but 
only a little brief action and slight, 
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if any, beneficial result. 
At a public course not in good 

condition players are somewhat re-
signed unless the layout is in terri-
ble shape. When a fee course is not 
well-kept players stay away and the 
course owner goes into the red. 
Golfers at all sorts of pay-places 

wish they belonged to private clubs 
where playing conditions are sup-
posedly perfect. 

But at too many private clubs 
when courses are unattractive it 
isn't altogether the fault of the su-
perintendent or the green commit-
tee, but of careless, uneducated or 
hopelessly sloppy members. What 
can a committee do to "appraise" 
a member that he or she is the cause 

of easily preventable unsightliness 
on the course? 

When you've been around to a 
great many clubs during many 
years you learn that the quality of a 
club is invariably, accurately indi-
cated by the appearance of its 
course and locker rooms. 

If greens are pock-marked by 
unrepaired pitch shots and have 
cigarette butts scattered on them 
and if the tee areas are littered with 
bottles, cans, package wrappings 
and other trash, even though 
trash containers are handy, what's 
that do for the "class" of the club's 
membership? 

Could people responsible for this 
disorder have the slightest interest 
in "Green Committee Decisions"? 
T h e y are the sort who insist on 
playing on thawing greens, driving 
golf cars in the wrong places and 
when the ground is soggy, leaving 
unraked footprints in the bunkers 
and otherwise fouling a course. 

Don't say it out loud but there 
also are course superintendents 
who are good hard workers and ex -
fcellent grass nurses, yet don't get 
much ahead in their profession be-
cause they are sloppy. 

Their tees stay chopped for days, 
divots are scattered like brown raw 
blobs. It used to be a player's job 
to replace divots but now it's usu-
al ly the practice at first-class 
courses to repair divots with soil, 
seed and fertilizer applied by the 
maintenance staff. 

Are sloppy edges of traps and 
weedy traps the result of inade-
quately informed members or of 
green committee's neglect in super-
vising course appearance or a su-
perintendent's tendency to excuse 
sloppiness by labor and budget 
shortages? Or is it failure to direct 
available labor so it will make him 
and his course look good? A r e 
streams and ponds polluted, weedy 
and generally looking like sections 
of sewers instead of beautiful ele-
ments of the course picture? The 
clean-ups effect wonderful improve-
ments on courses, in natural fea-
tures and in paint jobs. Whose fault 
is it when the course makes the 

members look bad ? 
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With Aspon protection, lawns 
and turf grow free from 
chinch bug damage. Free from 
unsightly brown patches 
of grass caused by their feeding. 
Chinch bugs can damage grass 
before you know they are 
there. These tiny insects work 
just at ground level, at the 
base of the plant, and suck the life 
out of healthy grass. 
Irregular dying areas that appear 
in warm weather is 
one sign of possible infestation. 
Aspon is one of the most 
outstanding chinch bug control 
products. Apply Aspon as soon as 
you detect their presence. 
You get quick initial 
action plus long-lasting control. 
Aspon is recommended by 
leading grounds maintenance 
exper ts . . . has been 
successfully used by homeowners, 
golf course superintendents and 
commercial lawn care specialists. 
Aspon is easy to handle and use. 
It is not highly toxic and does 
not persist in the environment. 
Check instructions concerning 
watering before and after 
treatment. Usually, one to two 
applications a year will do the job. 

This season, save your lawns 
and turf from chinch bug 
damage with Aspon insecticide. 
For best results, use Aspon correctly 
by following label directions carefully 
Stauffer Chemical Company, 
Agricultural Chemical Division, 
Dept. HD, 299 Park Avenue, 
New York, NY 10017. 
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Tournament pros on TV deserve 
thanks of golfers in general for two 
excellent jobs. One is in repairing 
ball-marks on greens. It's a valu-
able example. The other is the viv-
id schooling in the Rules of Golf 
that's done by Jack Tuthill, the 
tournament division field boss. Ar-
rangement of the picture problem 
and Tuthill's wording make rules 
so understandable some viewers 
may even begin playing golf by the 
rules. In some cases I've seen and 
heard on TV Tuthill tells the rules 
better than the wording in the rule 
book. 

Award of a British "Club Pro-
fessional of the Year" prize in Brit-
ain had one veteran, A.S. Watson 
of Barnard Castle, Durham, recall-
ing his work 50 years ago: 

"As professional and greenkeep-
er at this then nine-hole course, I 
cleaned the clubhouse, including 
the windows, everyday and saw 
that there was a supply of clean 
towels available. In the summer I 
cut the greens, tees and grass bunk-
ers, at first with a hand mower, 
walk ing over 30 miles a week. I 
had to catch the farmer's horse be-
fore I could cut the fa i rways . I 
cleaned up after the sheep, cattle 
and horses, took the green fees and 
dues, tried to help the members and 
boys from the local school to be-
come golfers, Filled sand boxes with 
sea sand before wooden tees came 
into use. In the winter I overhauled 
and cleaned the drainage system 
(very impor tan t ) . I also carried 
hundreds and hundreds of gallons 
of water in three-gallon cans until I 
thought my arms were coming out 
of their sockets. 

" I played off a handicap of two 
but after all this I found that golf 
and work did not mix and decided 
to work by designing and laying 
out an extra nine holes, with the 
help of two boys and total labor 
cost of the equivalent of about 
$500. I also painted the outside of 
the clubhouse." 

T h a t ' s the way to hold a job , 
friends. • 




