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seeding money for fall when you 
have a chance to get more for your 
money. 

Q.—Some heated discussions 
arise around here concerning "ar-
tificial turf." You have been in 
this turf business a long time; 
how do you feel about it com-
pared to natural turf? 

(Ohio) 

A.—My experience has taught 
me many things. Among them 
are: 1) There are some areas de-
voted to intensive use where nat-
ural turf never will make the 
grade. These include practice and 
teaching tees where space is lim-
ited; athletic fields where practice 
and play must take place, includ-
ing band practice; and play areas, 
such as covered domes, where 
light intensity is too low to sup-
port growth. 2) Many intensive 
use areas are built so that natural 
turf has two strikes against it 
from the start. 3) With few ex-
ceptions, important turfgrass ar-
eas are not provided with intelli-
gent management. 

Serious, sober consideration of 
these factors (and others) can lead 
only to the conclusion that artifi-
cial turf will be used in those in-
tensive use areas where natural 
turf fails for one reason or an-
other. In discussing this subject 
with Dr. Joseph Duich, he asked, 
"Have you ever calculated what 
it costs to dry-clean football uni-
forms when all they have to prac-
tice and play on is mud?" Appar-
ently the money spent for dry 
cleaning would make a handsome 
down payment on artificial turf. 

Make no mistake, I am utterly 
devoted to natural grass turf but 
I know when to be realistic. Also, 
some of the artificial turf I've ex-
amined is for the birds. The man-
ufacturers still have some home-
work to do. • 




