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Q’sand A’s

Q.—Our soils are made up of
very well-drained glacial material.
Specifications for our new greens
call for drain tile. Do you think
that tile drainage is necessary?

(Vermont)

A.—With the excellent drainage
characteristics of your glacial ma-
terial I would consider tile drain-
age superfluous. Tile is specified
where the subsoil tends to be im-
pervious or where the drainage is
too slow. You don’t need tile.

Q.—Our budget has not allowed
us to use crabgrass preventive
chemicals and, of course, we've
had plenty of the weed. We do
some reseeding. My question i,
“should we aerify our fairways in
the spring ahead of reseeding?”’
(Maryland)

A.—In your case I would not aer-
ify in the spring. There is no sense
in stirring up all those crabgrass
seeds. By eliminating spring over-
seeding you could afford to use a
premerge chemical on at least
part of the course. Save your over-

Continued on page 32
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areal work horse
Rogers Utility Truck

Use a low cost Jacobsen/Rogers Utility Truck to free-up a
heavier vehicle. A rugged Rogers Truck is an ideal errand
runner—transport work crews, personnel, tools, equipment or
fertilizer. Powered to tow gang mowers, sweepers, trailers,
sprayers, spreaders, seeders. Full ¥2 ton capacity dump bed
with easy loading tail gate. 12 or 14 H.P. speeds to 24 mph.
Three speeds forward, neutral, reverse. Simple and
economical to maintain and run.

For further information write Dept. G3

JACOBSEN

ROGERS DIVISION

1721 Packard Avenue, Racine, Wisconsin 53403

For more information circle number 170 on card

ALL YOU ADD IS WATER

THE COMPLETE LINE

OF QUALITY IRRIGATION EQUIPMENT

16 Controllers 54 Valves, 98 Sprinklers 79 Vacuum Breakers
1 - 24 Stations a/4" - B” 172" - 1-1/2" 1/4" - 8"

Febco has a complete line of quality-constructed
irrigation equipment — sprinklers, valves, couplers, auto-
matic controllers and vacuum breakers — and they
work, first time, everytime. Reduce service call backs.
Install Febco, the quality-constructed irrigation equip-
ment at competitive prices.

NOW IN OUR FIFTH DECADE

FEE: ﬂ Incorporated

P. O. Box 368 — 9121 Glenoaks Blvd. — Sun Valley, California 91352
For more information circle number 212 on card
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(The world's largest, most experienced
and one of the oldest growers
of fine lawn grasses)

HOME NURSERY
AND RESEARCH FACILITY
8400 West 111th St., Palos Park, Illinois
PHONE: (312) §74-3000

ARREN’S
TURF NURSERIES
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seeding money for fall when you
have a chance to get more for your
money.

Q.—Some  heated  discussions
arise around here concerning ‘‘ar-
tificial turf.” You have been in
this turf business a long time;
how do you feel about it com-

pared to natural turf?
(Ohio)

A.—My experience has taught
me many things. Among them
are: 1) There are some areas de-
voted to intensive use where nat-
ural turf never will make the
grade. These include practice and
teaching tees where space is lim-
ited; athletic fields where practice
and play must take place, includ-
ing band practice; and play areas,
such as covered domes, where
light intensity is too low to sup-
port growth. 2) Many intensive
use areas are built so that natural
turf has two strikes against it
from the start. 3) With few ex-
ceptions, important turfgrass ar-
eas are not provided with intelli-
gent management.

Serious, sober consideration of
these factors (and others) can lead
only to the conclusion that artifi-
cial turf will be used in those in-
tensive use areas where natural
turf fails for one reason or an-
other. In discussing this subject
with Dr. Joseph Duich, he asked,
‘“Have you ever calculated what
it costs to dry-clean football uni-
forms when all they have to prac-
tice and play on is mud?” Appar-
ently the money spent for dry
cleaning would make a handsome
down payment on artificial turf.

Make no mistake, I am utterly
devoted to natural grass turf but
I know when to be realistic. Also,
some of the artificial turf I've ex-
amined is for the birds. The man-
ufacturers still have some home-
work to do. O





