
Paving 
the Way 
for the 

Golfear 
Bonanza 

Now that golf cars are 
here to stay—and increasing 

in numbers—some 
country clubs have found 

that their present car 
paths are inadequate and 

have begun to replace 
them with concrete paths 



B y 1970 it is e s t i m a t e d that in the U n i t e d S t a t e s m o r e 
than 10,000 public and private golf courses will serve 
t housands of golf add ic t s , many of whom now are tooling 
over lush layouts in two-man electric or gasol ine cars . In 
all bu t a few ins tances the club ga rage or car shelter has 
replaced the caddie shack or s tockade . This t r ans fe r to 
mechanizat ion has b rough t new prob lems in course main-
tenance to super in tendents . 

Wi th the advent of golf cars and their increasing num-
bers , primitive car p a t h s began haphazard ly to appear 
th roughou t the fa i rways of the land. They were m a d e of 
gravel , chat , s tone or asphal t . A n d p rob lems of main ta in-
ing these pa ths increased right along with number s of ca r s 
using the paths. 

However , two coun t ry clubs in T e x a s and one in Okla -
h o m a , a t the latest coun t , are trying to r emedy this s i tua-
tion by replacing c rumbl ing asphal t t rai ls with concrete . 

T h e luxurious Las Col inas C C in Irving, Tex. , located 
be tween Dallas and Fo r t Wor th and the scene of the 69th 
Annua l Uni ted S t a t e s W o m e n ' s A m a t e u r Golf champion-
ship, ha s built approx imate ly four miles of five- and 10-
foot wide concrete car t rai ls during the pas t year . T h e s e 
trails run f rom tee to green on 15 holes of the course. T h e 
o the r th ree trails will be built la ter this fall when the 
golf ing season slows down. 

S a m Moore , Las Co l inas pro, says tha t all concre te 
trails, along with several p res t ressed concre te br idges, 
have replaced the aspha l t trails, which were put in when 
the club was organized and built in 1964. 

T h e Quail Creek C C , O k l a h o m a Ci ty , organized in 
1962, originally built several miles of aspha l t car trails, 
but is now replacing them with green concre te trails . 

continued on page 70 

Ridgewood's Otis Beck (opposite) 
oversees final stages of path con-
struction. Next step: Applying wet 
burlap material to implement 
curving. Turn-around (far left) near 
Las Colinas' clubhouse is both de-
corative and functional and the 
No. 15 tee and fairway (top left) 
is in excellent condition because 
cars travel only on trails. A green 
path (above) blends with its sur-
roundings and does not mar 
the view for the residents 
whose homes border Quail Creek. 
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E r n i e V o s s l e r , Q u a i l C r e e k ' s pro 
a n d a f o r m e r t o u r i n g pro, s a y s 
t h a t tee to g r e e n t ra i l s will b e 
bu i l t o v e r the n e x t f ive y e a r s . 

P o s s i b l y the p i o n e e r of c o n -
c r e t e go l f t ra i l s in T e x a s is O d i s 
B e c k , pro a t W a c o ' s R i d g e w o o d 
C C . B e c k , who is t r e m e n d o u s l y 
p r o u d o f his m o d e r n path sys-
t e m , l a u n c h e d a p i l o t p r o g r a m o f 
c o n c r e t e c a r paving in 1966 a n d 
e a s i l y c o n v i n c e d t h e c lub go l f 
c o m m i t t e e a n d b o a r d o f d i r e c -
t o r s to i n c l u d e a c o n c r e t e paving 
i t e m in the a n n u a l b u d g e t . 

B y using p e r m a n e n t m a i n t e -
n a n c e c r e w s R i d g e w o o d h a s 
b e e n a b l e to bui ld c o n c r e t e t r a i l s 
for a p p r o x i m a t e l y $1 per run-
n i n g f o o t . T r a i l s a r e f i v e - f e e t 
w i d e a n d four i n c h e s t h i c k . O n l y 
r e u s a b l e f o r m i n g l u m b e r a n d 
r e a d y - m i x e d c o n c r e t e f igure i n t o 
t h e a c t u a l o u t l a y o f c l u b funds . 

L a s C o l i n a s , w h i c h h a s spent 

a b o u t $ 4 5 , 0 0 0 o n its t ra i l s , h a d 
a b o u t h a l f o f t h e m buil t by c o n -
t r a c t , but is now using its own 
c r e w to do t h e pav ing . 

Q u a i l C r e e k ' s p r o j e c t is b e i n g 
buil t u n d e r c o n t r a c t a t 4 8 c e n t s 
per s q u a r e f o o t . 

R i d g e w o o d h a s paved a b o u t 
a mi le o f t r a i l s s i n c e t h e f irst pi-
lot j o b . P l a n s for a b o u t the s a m e 
length o f c o n s t r u c t i o n a r e in t h e 
mil l for t h e n e x t t w o y e a r s . 

B e c k a n d m e m b e r s of the g o l f 
a n d g r e e n s c o m m i t t e e s h a d 
paved f i rs t t h o s e a r e a s on t h e 
c o u r s e w h e r e m o r e d r a i n a g e fa-
c i l i t i e s w e r e n e e d e d . D r a i n a g e 
i m p r o v e m e n t s w e r e w o r k e d in to 
t h e paving p r o g r a m . 

B e c k s a y s t h a t c o u r s e m a i n t e -
n a n c e h a s b e e n r e d u c e d s i n c e 
t h e c o n c r e t e t r a i l s w e r e b u i l t . 
P o s s i b l y the g r e a t e s t a d v a n t a g e 
o f c o n c r e t e t r a i l s , b e s i d e s c u t t i n g 
m a i n t e n a n c e c o s t s , is tha t c a r 
p lay is p o s s i b l e i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
a h e a v y r a i n , w h e r e a s usual ly a f -

ter a h e a v y d o w n p o u r , o n l y t h e 
w a l k e r s a r e a l l o w e d o u t . 

A n o t h e r f a c t o r that all p r o s 
c o n s i d e r is t h e r e d u c e d m a i n t e -
n a n c e on e l e c t r i c a n d g a s o l i n e 
c a r s . T h e r e is l e ss w e a r on t h e 
v e h i c l e s if t h e y r ide on a s m o o t h 
s u r f a c e . 

" R e p a i r s to a s p h a l t t r a i l s w e r e 
f r e q u e n t , " B e c k s a y s . " C o n c r e t e 
is e a s i e r to put down than a s -
pha l t b e c a u s e w e d o n ' t n e e d ro l -
lers to c o m p a c t t h e s u r f a c e . " 

A 2 5 - y e a r P G A m e m b e r , B e c k 
w e n t to W a c o 2 2 y e a r s a g o a s 
R i d g e w o o d ' s f i r s t pro. C o a c h o f 
B a y l o r U n i v e r s i t y ' s go l f t e a m , 
B e c k h a s d e v e l o p e d s e v e r a l 
S o u t h w e s t C o n f e r e n c e c h a m p i -
o n s h i p t e a m s a n d a l w a y s f i e l d s a 
s t r o n g c o n t e n d e r . 

M o o r e , B e c k a n d V o s s l e r a r e 
in a g r e e m e n t t h a t the c o n c r e t e 
t ra i l s " o u g h t to las t f o r e v e r " a n d 
c o m m e n t tha t m e m b e r s o p e r a t e 
the c a r s m o r e c a r e f u l l y . 

continued on page 87 

mm̂  I Buy one unit at a time until you have a complete Dec,oeslurlMaiiileiiaiiciiliysieni 
c o m b i n i n g s p e e d and e f f i c i e n c y with ext raord inary versa-
t i l i ty w h i c h a l lows ins tant i n t e r c h a n g e of turf aerator, 
s l i c e r , a n d roller. 

• C O N V E R S I O N UNIT 
U t i l i z e s h y d r a u l i c s y s t e m of a n y 
s t a n d a r d t r a c t o r to a l low o p e r a t i o n 
of a e r a t i n g , s l i c i n g , a n d r o l l i n g 
a t t a c h m e n t s . S p e c i a l l y d e s i g n e d 
to s h i f t a s m u c h a s 2 , 0 0 0 p o u n d s 
of w e i g h t f r o m rear t ractor w h e e l s 
to e q u i p m e n t in use. P e r m i t s 
e q u i p m e n t to be ra i sed or lowered 
i n s t a n t l y for p a s s i n g over dr ive-
ways a n d e a s y t ransportat ion. 

• T U R F AERATOR CYLINDER 
R e m o v e s 1 9 6 p l u g s per revolut ion, 
p a s s e s t h e m c o m p l e t e l y t h r o u g h 
p l u g g e r t u b e s , a n d d i s t r i b u t e s 
t h e m evenly . P l u g g e r tubes , m a d e 
of t e m p e r e d h i g h s t rength s tee l , 
m a k e c l e a n h o l e s u p to t h r e e 
i n c h e s d e e p a n d wi l l not tear u p 
turf b e c a u s e they pivot. 

Add-on C y l i n d e r Des ign - E a c h aerator a n d s l i c e r 
c y l i n d e r is m a d e u p of i n d i v i d u a l s p r i n g s t e e l 
s e c t i o n s w h i c h are c o m p l e t e u n i t s in t h e m s e l v e s . 

Guaranteed For One Y e a r 
A g a i n s t Al l M e c h a n i c a l D e f e c t s 

Ent i re s y s t e m is e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l - c o n s t r u c t e d 
for great r e l i a b i l i t y a n d d u r a b i l i t y . 

another first from QEDOES INDUSTRIES INC. ,3072 
For more information circle number 187 on card 

• T U R F SLICER CYLINDER 
• 6-FT. TURF ROLLER 
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All agree too that construction 
of pe rmanent concrete trails has 
added to the beauty of their re-
spective courses. Once fo rms are 
removed from the cured con-
crete, sod is applied and bare 
spots, which were a lmost inevita-
ble a round tees, greens and 
turn-arounds , are el iminated. 

Both Quail Creek and Las Co-
linas have developed a t t rac t ive 
planting areas featuring trees, 
perennials and plants . 

Design of the trails follows vir-
tually the same pat tern on all 
three courses. Simple excavation 
work is carried out by light, 
equipment , usually a f ront end 
loader on a small t rac tor . Most 
trails are basically five-feet wide 
and four inches thick. Wider 
trails a re built around tees, and 
at turn-arounds . 

The only subbase material 
used is a thin application of a 
good g rade of sand. Wire mesh, 
generally not necessary if a rich 
mix of concrete is applied, is laid 
on top of the sand subbase. 

Concre te mix usually runs on 
a five- to six-bag formula and an 
air entraining element is added . 
This a d d s to the durability of the 
concrete, especially in regions 
where there is a severe freeze-
thaw cycle. Contract ion joints, 
usually redwood planks, are 
spaced a t intervals of about 1-
1 /2 t imes the width of the trail. 

One-by-four planks are used 
in the forming, since they can be 
bent easily at curving por t ions of 
the trails. 

Once concrete is placed from 
the ready mix truck or from 
smaller vehicles in places where 
the truck cannot reach, it is 
screened off with two-by-fours, 
f loated briefly and brushed off 
with a broom or heavy burlap to 
crea te a skid resistant riding sur-
face. The re is considerable sav-
ing in t ime and labor costs on the 
relatively rough finish. • 
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For p e r m a n e n t 

u n d e r g r o u n d 

i r r i ga t i on systems 

we use 

J o h n s - M a n v i l l e 

T R A N S I T E 
Asbestos-Cement 

IRRIGATION PIPE 

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n c i r c l e n u m b e r 1 8 8 o n c a r d 

most economica l 
most co lor fu l 
most popular 

T u f l e x 
rubber floor tile 

YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

Tough 
NOW WITH 
For the first time you can obtain this 
popular, economical pattern in the 
rugged % " gauge . . . suitable for 
any application . . . even under the 
repeated torture of golf spikes. 

FAT % " , TOUGH and GAY Tuflex 
live rubber floor tile will withstand 
the roughest beating you can give 
i t . . . and still bounce back, as pretty 
as ever! 

Yes, % " thick Tough and Gay tiles 
offers you the best in appearance, 
comfort, wearability and economy — 
at the same low price as the eco-
nomical Spartus line of Tuflex live 
rubber floor tile. Write tor free sample brochure. 

Rubber Products, Inc. / 4521 W. Crest / Tampa, Fla. 33614 I I I • I 9 X 
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