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Evaluating performances
of overseeded grasses
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Selection of Grasses

for Overseeding.

H.G. and G.C. Horn.
1967 Proceedings of the Florida

Mevyers

Turfgrass Management Confer-
ence. 15:47-52. 1967. (from the
Department of Ornamental Hor-
ticulture, University of Flonda,
Gainesuville, Fla. 32603).

The performance of five com-
monly used cool season turfgrasses
overseeded alone and in mixtures
were evaluated. The experiments
were conducted on an established
Tifdwarf bermudagrass turf main-
tained under putting conditions
with a duplicate experiment also
conducted on Tifgreen-328 ber-
mudagrass. The grasses and seed-
ing rates in pounds per 1,000
used for the pure
stands were as follows: Penncross
creeping bentgrass (4.2), Penn-
lawn red fescue (30), Kentucky
bluegrass (10), domestic ryegrass
(50) and rough bluegrass (10). In
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For in-close, small areas or large open turn areas —
lawns, flowers, shrubs, bulbs — Febco has the right

And to make watering completely painless, install
Febco automatic controllers. Commercial or home
systems, Febco gives perfect control, automatically.

Febco valves, couplers and vacuum breakers are
out of sight, out of mind, yet always on the alert.

Febco, the complete line of quality-constructed
irrigation equipment — sprinklers, valves, couplers,
controllers and vacuum breakers. When you in:
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Free Turf of Dandelions, Plantain
E.W.T. (2,4-D) WEED KILLER

Selective. Rids turf of dandelions,
plantain, other broad leafed weeds
without injuring good grass. Non-
poisonous. Dilute up to 400 parts of
water; spray.

Rid Turf of Destructive Insects

SOLEXTO

Kills bugs in and on turf. Dilute in
up to 400 parts of water.

Exterminate Moles and Gophers
NOMOLE

Finishes moles; punch holes in runs
and pour in. Kills gophers, too.

Eradicate Weeds on Parking Lots, Roads
§S WEED KILLER

Can kill any weed it hits. Use on
parking lots, drives, walks, sand
traps, and other places where you
want no growth whatsoever.

Wash Golf Balls, Quickly, Thoroughly
DOLCO PINE BALL WASH

Right for rotary or paddle machines;
has pine aroma; efficient, agreeable,

For literature on above products write
to The C. B. Dolge Company, Westport,
Connecticut
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addition to the individual plant-
ings, mixtures containing all pos-
sible combinations of the five gras-
ses were tested with the mixtures
containing either two, three, four
or five of the grasses. The plot
size was three by four feet. One
week prior to seeding, the ber-
mudagrass was vertically mowed
twice and the clippings removed.
The vertical mowing was at a 0.5
inch blade spacing with a depth
of cut which penetrated the soil
slightly. Immediately following
the vertical mowing the test sites
were seeded and top-dressed with
one-sixteenth of an inch of steril-
ized topsoil. The top-dressed
plots were dragged once with a
burlap covered steel drag, wa-
tered lightly and sprayed with 35
per cent WP Dexon at the rate of
four ounces of material per 1,000
square feet.

The ryegrass and rough blue-
grass germinated in approximate-
ly seven days. The germination of
bentgrass, red fescue and Ken-
tucky bluegrass was much slower,
occurring in approximately 10, 14
and 21 days, respectively. The
germination rate was slow due to
the occurrence of low temperature
during the establishment period.
The rate of establishment of the
five grasses was in the same order
as the germination.

Appearance ratings of pure
stands of the five grasses under
evaluation indicated that creeping
bentgrass, rough bluegrass and
Kentucky bluegrass gave equally
high appearance ratings while the
appearance of red fescue was
somewhat less and that for the
ryegrass was definitely inferior.

The appearance rating of the
established mixture was never
better than the pure stand rating
of the best grass in the mixture.
The two and three grass compo-
nent mixtures ranked highest in
appearance and all contained Ken-
tucky bluegrass or rough blue-
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7 SOD

R
GREENS AND TEES

PENNCROSS BENT
AND

TORONTO C-15 BENT

SOD or STOLONS
ALSO

FYLKING & WINDSOR

Quality Growers for 22 years

; Quality —~Service ;

NURSERY., INC

TINLEY PARK ILL

4301 WEST FLOSSMOOR ROAD
TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS 60477
312.798-2210

For more information circle number 235 on card

MOTT
SAFETY

FLAIL MOWER

——

ALL PURPOSE TOOL
for

GOLF COURSES

MOW FAIRWAYS
MOW ROUGH
MULCH LEAVES
RENOVATE for
OVERSEEDING

MOTT
CORPORATION

® 547 Shawmut Ave,
La Grange, Ill. 60525

HAMMER KNIFE

For more information circle number 261 on card



Beard

continued from page 26

grass. Most of these mixtures
also contained red fescue which
established rapidly and did not de-
crease the appearance of mixtures
as much as the ryegrass. No ad-
vantage was achieved from mixing
either four or five of the grasses
and in general, the appearance of
mixtures containing these four or
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five grasses was poorer than rat-
ings for the pure stands of the
same grasses. T'he best mixture in
terms of appearance ratings was a
combination of red fescue and
Kentucky bluegrass.

Comments: The criteria to be uti-
lized in the selection of a grass or
mixture of grasses for overseeding
of bermudagrass turfs includes (a)
overall appearance, including col-
or and texture, (b) putting qual-

ity, (c) rate of establishment, (d)
establishment and maintenance
costs, and (e) ease of transition
from bermudagrass to the over-
seeded grass in the spring and fall.
The report by the above authors
is concerned primarily with over-
all appearance and with rate of
establishment. Ryegrass  and
rough bluegrass were the most
rapid in the rate of establishment
followed by creeping bentgrass,
red fescue and Kentucky blue-
grass. The ryegrass produces an
inferior quality turf whereas the
creeping bentgrasses are finer tex-
tured and result in improved put-
ting quality. O

Other papers of interest:

1. Turfgrass wvariety compari-
sons. G.C. Horn. 1967. Proceed-
ings of the Florida Turfgrass
Management Conference. 15:91-
99. (from the Department of Or-
namental Horticulture, Universi-
ty of Florida,
32603).

2. Control of dollar spot, copper
spot, and brown patch from 1948
to 1963 with wvarious fungicides
and combinations. S.H. Davis, Jr.,
S. Bachelder, and R.E. Engle.
1966. Report on Turfgrass Re-
search at Rutgers University.
New Jersey Agricultural Experi-
ment Station Bulletin 816. pp.
99-108. (from the Department of
Plant Biology, Rutgers, the State
New

Gainesville, Fla.

University, Brunswick,
N.J. 08903).

3. Investigations on the control
of annual meadow-grass. V.A. Gi-
1967. Journal of the
Sports Turf Research Institute.
42:17-40. (from the Sports Turf
Research Institute, Bingley, York-
shire, England).

4. Why nitrogen fertilization
controls the dollar spot disease of
turfgrass. R.M. Endo. 1967. Cal-
fornia Turfgrass Culture. 17(2):
11. (from the Department of Plant
Pathology, University of Califor-
nia at Riverside, Riverside, Calif.,
92502).

beault.





