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Selection of Grasses 
for Overseeding. 
H.G. Meyers and G.C. Horn. 
1967 Proceedings of the Florida 
Turfgrass Management Confer-
ence. 15:47-52. 1967. (from the 
Department of Ornamental Hor-
ticulture, University of Florida, 
Gainesville, Fla. 32603). 

The performance of five com-
monly used cool season turfgrasses 
overseeded alone and in mixtures 
were evaluated. The experiments 
were conducted on an established 
Tifdwarf bermudagrass turf main-
tained under putting conditions 
with a duplicate experiment also 
conducted on Tifgreen-328 ber-
mudagrass. The grasses and seed-
ing rates in pounds per 1,000 
square feet used for the pure 
stands were as follows: Penncross 
creeping bentgrass (4.2), Penn-
lawn red fescue (30), Kentucky 
bluegrass (10), domestic ryegrass 
(50) and rough bluegrass (10). In 
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addition to the individual plant-
ings, mixtures containing all pos-
sible combinations of the five gras-
ses were tested with the mixtures 
containing either two, three, four 
or five of the grasses. The plot 
size was three by four feet. One 
week prior to seeding, the ber-
mudagrass was vertically mowed 
twice and the clippings removed. 
The vertical mowing was at a 0.5 
inch blade spacing with a depth 
of cut which penetrated the soil 
slightly. Immediately following 
the vertical mowing the test sites 
were seeded and top-dressed with 
one-sixteenth of an inch of steril-
ized topsoil. The top-dressed 
plots were dragged once with a 
burlap covered steel drag, wa-
tered lightly and sprayed with 35 
per cent W P Dexon at the rate of 
four ounces of material per 1,000 
square feet. 

The ryegrass and rough blue-
grass germinated in approximate-
ly seven days. The germination of 
bentgrass, red fescue and Ken-
tucky bluegrass was much slower, 
occurring in approximately 10, 14 
and 21 days, respectively. The 
germination rate was slow due to 
the occurrence of low temperature 
during the establishment period. 
The rate of establishment of the 
five grasses was in the same order 
as the germination. 

Appearance ratings of pure 
stands of the five grasses under 
evaluation indicated that creeping 
bentgrass, rough bluegrass and 
Kentucky bluegrass gave equally 
high appearance ratings while the 
appearance of red fescue was 
somewhat less and that for the 
ryegrass was definitely inferior. 

The appearance rating of the 
established mixture was never 
better than the pure stand rating 
of the best grass in the mixture. 
The two and three grass compo-
nent mixtures ranked highest in 
appearance and all contained Ken-
tucky bluegrass or rough blue-
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grass. Most of these mixtures 
also contained red fescue which 
established rapidly and did not de-
crease the appearance of mixtures 
as much as the ryegrass. No ad-
vantage was achieved from mixing 
either four or five of the grasses 
and in general, the appearance of 
mixtures containing these four or 

five grasses was poorer than rat-
ings for the pure stands of the 
same grasses. T h e best mixture in 
terms of appearance ratings was a 
combination of red fescue and 
Kentucky bluegrass. 
Comments: T h e criteria to be uti-
lized in the selection of a grass or 
mixture of grasses for overseeding 
of bermudagrass turfs includes (a) 
overall appearance, including col-
or and texture, (b) putting qual-
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ity, (c) rate of establishment, (d) 
establishment and maintenance 
costs, and (e) ease of transition 
from bermudagrass to the over-
seeded grass in the spring and fall. 
T h e report by the above authors 
is concerned primarily with over-
all appearance and with rate of 
establishment. Ryegrass and 
rough bluegrass were the most 
rapid in the rate of establishment 
followed by creeping bentgrass, 
red fescue and Kentucky blue-
grass. T h e ryegrass produces an 
inferior quality turf whereas the 
creeping bentgrasses are finer tex-
tured and result in improved put-
ting quality. n 
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