Answers
1o tuef
questions

by Fred V.Grau

Of this and that

Response to the idea of a mu-
seum for antique turfgrass tools
has been heart-warming. One man
said, '"'I used to work for John
Morley. We have an attic full of
old tools. Where shall 1 send
them?"’ Quickly I said, ''Don’t
send anything just now! Write me
a letter listing the items that you
would want to donate to a na-
tional museum."’ If enough people
send me a list of items there will
be the chance to start estimating
the floor space needed for dis-
play. We do not yet have a na-
tional committee or a location—
only a fertile idea that seems to
have appeal.

We wish publicly to congratu-
late the golf professionals for their
master stroke in securing the ser-
vices of a real pro in his own
right, Joseph C. Dey, Jr. Joe
stands tall wherever he goes, and
wherever he goes, the game of
golf flourishes. We are delighted
that he has accepted a position on
the Honorary Board of Directors
of ""The H.B. Musser Turfgrass
Fellowship'’ about which there
will be publicity in the very near
future.

The thirst forinformation seems
to be unquenchable. Records again
were broken at the Penn State
Conference. (My Viet Nam trip
eliminated me from the National
and the Virginia meetings—sorry!)
Fewer letters with questions reach
me these days, but I am able to

pick up excellent discussions at
conferences, particularly with
turfgrass students. They are fresh
and eager and they want to know!
Thanks to efforts by our current
turfgrass leaders they are getting
answers. We need more studies
on the development of superior
""fool-proof'’ grasses for turf. But
this takes money. Hopefully the
Musser project will speed the re-
lease of better grasses for better
turf.

Q.—We have large areas of zoysia
and bermudagrass on our course.
Last fall we let it grow up for
winter protection (and to save
mowing costs). Someone sug-
gested that we get rid of the ex-
cess grass by burning. Will that
hurt the stand?

(Virginia)

A.—If burning is done while the
soil still is moist and cool and
while the grass still is dormant or
semi-dormant, no harm will re-
sult. Actually, the grass will turn
green much sooner. The black
residue draws heat from the sun
and allows the soil to warm more
quickly. Damage might occur if
the new growth is well advanced.
Then it may be better to remove
the dead material mechanically.
Oh yes, you really should advise
your fire department in case there
is a regulation.

Q.—At our course we are consid-
ering the purchase of a mist
blower for applying materials to
our greens. What is your opinion?
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FYLKING
KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

In spring most lawn grasses sprout
green and beautiful turf. Then an ugly
problem arises. Seedheads hegin to
appear with gypsy abandon, turning
the green scene into a jungle of wiry
straws even sharp mowers fail to
sever. This wire-like growth remains
an eyesore.

You can always survey your lawns with
pride if you grow 0217@ Fylking Ken-
tucky bluegrass. Fylking shoots up a
spring abundance of new green leaves,
never produces wiry stems and ugly
seedheads. This sensation of the sod
and seed industry is low-growing, al-
ways mows smooth and thrives on
close cutting. Fylking produces thicker,
greener turf which is more disease,
weed and wear-resistant than any va-
riety yet (proven by 10 years of inter-
national testing — rated best obtain-
able by turf authorities).

Turf-forming qualities make it possible
to lift sod in 110 days.

You'll never have ugly seedheads if you
specify 0217® Fylking Kentucky blue-
grass. See your seed distributor. For
information or names of authorized
distributors, write Jacklin Seed Co.,
Dishman, Wash. 99213.
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Is there something as good or
better?
(Virginia)

A.—Mist blowers do not seem to
be very practical where air cur-
rents are a problem. Drift is a
source of loss and a potential
hazard where finely-divided drop-
lets are concerned. Hydraulic
seeders (Finn, Bowie, Reinco)
appear to me to be extremely
practical on the golf course. They
can be used to apply fertilizers,
lime, fungicides, herbicides, seed,
wood cellulose fiber mulch on
new plantings of seed or stolons,
and even for planting grass veg-
etatively. Hydraulic seeders are
multi-purpose. The mist blower
must operate in a much narrower
range.

Q.—We have heard many times
that phosphorus and arsenic con-
flict, particularly in the controlof

Poa annua. When phosphorus lev-
els are high it seems that arseni-
cals work rather poorly. Con-
versely, arsenic becomes more
effective when P levels are low.
What is the explanation?
(Pennsylvania)

A.—Phosphorus and arsenic are
very close togetherin the Periodic
Table, a chart of known chemical
elements. Their atomic weights
are very similar and can replace
each other in many chemical com-
binations. In the plant cell, P is
essential for growth and develop-
ment. Poa annua thrives on a
high P diet. Most turfgrasses
need very little P, When P is
deficient and As (arsenic) is in-
troduced, the grass plant takes in
As. In the cell this heavy metal
element precipitates the proteins
which then cannot be translocated
to the growing points. The plant
yellows, becomes stunted and
eventually dies if the concentra-
tion of As is high enough.

G-91 Red * Green * Black
= N

440 YDS
PAR 4

JUST $4.95 EACH!

Colorful Hole Numbers, attractively designed in
two exciting styles. On strong 18 gauge steel,
with weatherproof baked enamel finish . . .size
12” x 18”. Just send us your scorecard, with
correct yardage, indicate style wanted and we
will custom make in just three weeks! Sturdy
514’ channel posts $1.50 each.

Send check with order and we pay shipping

G 3 charges.
G-92 Green * Yellow * Black
—== ( $1.60 EACH
c R REPLACE SIZE 10” x 77
DIVOTS OTHER WORDINGS AVAILABLE

141 HANLEY INDUSTRIAL COURT
ST. LOUIS, MO. 63144
PHONE 314/645-0101
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NOW Warren
brings you

Warren's A-20&
Bluegrass

The ideal grass for tees, approaches
and collars. T'akes short cut. Grows
upright, gives better support to ball.
Resistant to leaf spot, mildew, rust
and stripe smut. Develops less
thatch. Greens up earlier, stays
green later.

Golf courses from coast to coast
for years have planted Warren’s
Creeping Bent stolons for the finest
greens in America. Clean, pure strain
Warren’s stolons provide perfect,
even texture and color. Greens
planted with seed do not hold their
uniformity of color and texture as
well as greens planted with stolons.

And Warren research has now
made available the new grass, A-20,
with the same high quality, for tees
and aprons of greens. A-20 has
been tested and rated by leading
universities.

Write for specific information
about A-20 Bluegrass and Warren’s
stolons.

ARREN’S
TURF NURSERIES

PALOS PARK, ILLINOIS

Phone (312) 448.7200
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