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BY J . D . K I L P A T R I K , Super in tendent , Desert Inn Count ry C lub, Las Vegas, Nevada. 

When I came from Palm Springs, the 
fact uppermost in my mind was: the 
grass roots are the only things keeping 
this course from turning back into a 
desert. The soil is what is known as 
"blow sand." 

For this reason, the health of the 
roughs, fairways and greens is more than 
a matter of playability or appearance: 
it's vital to the existence of the course! 

The rainfall around here is of little 
help. Last year, we had a total of less 
than 3 inches of precipitation. And the 
temperature climbs beyond 100° during 
the summer. The dry heat is comfortable 
for golfing, but torture for grass. 

In addition, the Gold Cup tournament 
runs from October through June. This 
means we must keep the course in 
champion condition for a full nine 

months. And of course, with no season 
on tourism out here, we have year-round 
play, as well. 

This puts a heavy demand on the 
grass. So our irrigation system is prob-
ably our most important asset. For this 
reason, it's made of cast iron pipe. We 
wanted the pipe that gave us the greatest 
reliability; one that could stand up to 
our constant demands. Cast iron pipe 
does this for us. 

Our sources for water are wells, some 
lake water, plus effluent. This we have to 
watch carefully, of course. 

We're in the process of converting 
our sprinkler system to automatic on 
the fairways. The greens have had auto-
matic control for some time now. This 
will free the staff for other tasks, such 
as fertilizing. 

The grasses are C7 Cohansey on the 
greens, Bermuda and rye on the fairways 
and a mixture on the roughs. We've 
recently reseeded the roughs to increase 
the percentage of Bermuda. 

All in all, I find this to be a very 
popular course. It's well liked by every-
one who plays it. And we get them all. 
The professionals, the stars, the tourists 
from ranking PGA champions to high 
handicap beginners. 

This series is sponsored by t he 
C a s t I ron P ipe 

R e s e a r c h A s s o c i a t i o n . 
Cast i r on p ipe is preferred fo r 
the i r r iga t ion systems of go l f 
courses t h r o u g h o u t the coun t r y . 
Its super ior s t rength, co r ros ion -
resistance, q u i c k - h a n d l i n g push -
on j o i n t s and easy tapp ing , p lus 
its recogn ized long l i fe, have 
made it by far the smartest i n -
ves tment y o u r c lub can make. 
For he lp fu l t i p s on go l f course 
i r r igat ion, send & 
for our f ree fac t -

Nothing serves like 
CAST IRON PIPE 
I I T H E M A R K O F P IPE T H A T L A S T S O V E R 100 Y E A R S 

C A S T I R O N P I P E R E S E A R C H A S S O C I A T I O N . 3440 P r u d e n t i a l P l a z a , C h i c a g o , I I I . 60601 
A n assoc iat ion of quality producers dedicated to highest pipe standards t h r o u g h a program of continuing research 


