14

ANSwWers
lur
Juestions

by Fred V. Grau

Since the 1967 season has drawn
to a close in northern climes, and
the winter crowd has moved to-
ward the southern courses, it now
behooves every management team
to take stock of events behind us.
What were the ''plusses’’ and what
were the '‘'minuses’’? Where can
improvements be made? This writer
exercises the prerogative of ''clair-
voyance'' to assess the develop-
ment of progress and to propose a
"'check list'’ for the guidance of
inter-club conferences.

Clubhouse Grounds

Trees—Well-trimmed? New im-
proved varieties planted? Trunks
protected from mower-canker?

Shrubs—Properly pruned? Effec-
tive placement? New fragrant flow-
ering types introduced? Replace old
types with young new ones?

Perennial borders—Color harmo-
ny? New types? Efficient main-
tenance?

Annual beds—Most effective for
seasonal color? Many new varieties
available.

Club entrance—Attractive and in-
viting to members and guests? Exit
to highway safe?

Golf Course

Tees—Smooth grade? Slight up-
grade to front? Divots filled with
soilseed mix? Markers moved reg-
ularly? Toughest grasses in use?
Close-clipped? Clippings removed?
Lime and fertilizer program ade-
quate-plus? Which tees need to be
enlarged? Thatch under control?

Fairways—Turf smooth or cor-
rugated? Weed control adequate?
Lime and fertilizer adequate-plus?
Minimum irrigation consistent with
color and adequate growth? Im-
proved grasses introduced? Close-
cut? Any attempt to collect excess
clippings? Thatch and compaction
regulated? Fairway outlines main-
tained according to architect’s orig-
inal design?

Car paths—Multiple exits at ter-
mination of hard surface? Worn or
damaged edges resodded?

Approaches—Well-turfed? Close-
cut? Weed-free? Compaction re-
lieved? Drainage adequate?

Bunkers—Weed-free? Edges

trimmed? Sand raked? Sand depth
adequate? Erosion controlled?

Putting greens—Smooth close
cut? Uniform? Puffy? Thatched?
Weeds? Disease under control? In-
sects? Poa annua controlled or
managed for use? Adequacy of
lime, potash? Phosphorus adequate
or excessive? Drainage? Root
depth? Nitrogen program satisfac-
tory? Surface firm and resilient to
hold a well-hit ball even when
moisture is low? Outlines main-
tained according to architect’s orig-
inal design?

Roughs—Provide realistic penalty
for off-line shots? Weed control
adequate? Tough low-maintenance
grasses?

Nursery—Adequate sod for in-
stant replacements? Trial grounds
for new improved varieties and
chemicals?

Irrigation facilities—Updated?
Adequately powered? Clean? Pro-
tected against vandalism? Provi-
sion for complete drainage before
freeze-up? Water supply adequate
for next season? Is over-watering
or under-watering a big problem?

Other Facilities

Superintendent’s office—Well ap-
pointed? Clean? Good library?
Available and known to members?
Plans and blueprints up-to-date and
stored properly?

Maintenance buildings—Well de-
signed? Fence or shrub screens for
privacy? Neat and clean? Trash
disposal? Adequate shop facilities
for repairs and maintenance? Show-
ers and other facilities for work-
men? Design for student trainees?
Display cases holding materials for
study and learning?

Equipment—Program of replace-
ment or obsolescence in effect?
Parts needed? Working efficiency?
Overhauls required? Storage con-
ditions? New improved designs to
improve efficiency?

Crew—Adequate well-trained
year-round staff? Provision for sea-
sonal help? Benefits and induce-
ments to improve loyalty.

Student trainees—Provision for
continuity? Facilities to encourage
future applications? Approval of
club officials for program?
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Budget—Up-to-date ? = Detailed ?
Improvements? Provisions for in-
creased costs?

Supplies—Fungicides? Insec-
ticides? Herbicides? Lime? Fertili-
zer? Top dressing? Soil amend-
ments? Safety features installed?

This complete '‘check list’’ may
serve to jog the memories of man-
agement teams for better organi-
zationoftheirfacilities. The smooth,
efficient operation of a golf course
requires organized teamwork
wherein all members of the team
are constantly informed of oper-
ational procedures.

New Inventions

The other night there came an un-
expected phone call from an own-
er-operator-superintendent who
was full of his new invention. A
new design has been created for
a grass catcher on power greens
mowers which, according to the
inventor, collects 40 per cent more
clippings than conventional catch-
ers and gathers better than 95 per
cent of allclippings. Repeated trials
on his Penncross greens indicates
1) less disease; 2) less fungicides
required; 3) reduced tendency to
thatch; 4) closer smoother cut with
improved putting qualities; 5) less
Poa annua by virtue of virtually all
seed heads being collected. Plans
are in progress officially to check
the inventor’'s claims. This could
be a significant breakthrough in
putting green management.

Q.—The work of Schmidt and
Blaser in Virginia with fall and win-
ter applications of N on cool-season
turfgrasses so far shows that the
turf is greener through the winter
but with no noticeable increase in
diseases or other ill effects. Could
this principle be used to maintain
satisfactory green color in warm-
season grasses so as to reduce the
necessity of overseeding?

(Alabama)

A.—Your question is intriguing
and has been asked several times
in discussion groups. No satisfac-

tory answer can be givenright now
but there are indications that, to a
degree, fall and winter treatments
with N may replace overseeding
with cool season grasses. Consider-
able work on this is in progress.

Q.—Some short-term research re-
ports show that recovery of N is
quite different from solubles as
compared to ureaforms; 51 per cent
vs. 19 per cent, for example. What
is a reasonable explanation for this
big difference? (Maryland)

A.—One answer is that, during
the short period covered by the
experiments, only part of the use-
able N in ureaform was converted
to nitrate nitrogen whereas all of the
soluble material had been con-
verted. Ureaform is made so that
most of the N is converted slowly
over many months and, if the ex-
periment were continued, there
would be totalrecovery comparable
to the soluble. In other experiments
different techniques showed a re-
covery of about 90 per cent for
both solubles and ureaforms. Short-
term trials are not designed to show
ureaforms to advantage; invariably
they favor the solubles.

Q.—Iam a member of the Amer-
ican Society of Agronomy. In the
Agronomy Abstracts all measure-
ments are in metric terms. One pa-
per says, ‘‘. . . both grasses were
favored by a mowing height of5.08
cm rather than 2.54 cm.” This
means that these grasses were fa-
vored by a two-inch cut rather
than a one-inch cut. Should we, as
superintendents, take steps to con-
vert English equivalents to metric?

(New Jersey)

A.—Since the metric system will
become the universal system, I
would urge the GCSAA and all
affiliated chapters to provide mem-
bers with a conversion chart to fa-
cilitate the changeover to metric
units. It will not be easy. It will
take time. It may be necessary for
extension services to give aid
through education talks. Turfgrass
councils and foundations can help,
too. Industry will be of great help
through field representatives. OK,
boys, on with the kilometers, hect-
ares, liters and kilograms. O

DIVOT-FIXERS

Golfers insist on good greens! Furnish them with
a DIVOT FIXER and they will do their part helping

you maintain these beautiful greens.

DIVOT FIXERS are now available in both alumi-
num and highly polished nickel steel, with stan-
dard imprinting “FIX BALL MARKS ON
GREENS THANKS—YOUR GREENS COM-
MITTEE." Samples furnished upon request.

Prices effective January 1, 1968:

Nickel steel Aluminum
(FOB Des Moines) (FOB Des Moines)
100 — $20.00 100 — $12.50
250 — 35.00 250 — 25.00
500 — 52.50 500 — 40.00
1000 — 95.00 1000 — 75.00

$12.50 extra per order for special imprinting alu-
minum only), 1 or 2 lines, one side only. 1st line
limit 26 letters and spaces. 2nd line limit 29

letters and spaces.

Woodside Golf & Park
Supply Co.

Des Moines, lowa 50313

Plarom

COLONIAL GARDENS
GOLF COURSE CONTRACTORS

write or call: W. W. Ullman, Consultant

COLONIAL GARDENS INC.
P. O. Box 435 @ Marietta, Ohio 45750

Phone — 614 373 2188

For more information circle number 166 on card

LIQUID-LUSTRE
GOLF BALL WASH

Costs as little as 2¢ per
washer per week!
* Keeps golf balls SPARKLING
WHITE . . . Golfers satisfied!
* Perfectly safe for washers
. . . either hard or soft
water!
Also Try * Will Not cause RUSTING!
Aero-San Shoe  *® No unpleasant odor—Ever!

Deodorizer ® Used at fine golf courses
and Sanitizer from coast to coast!
Another fine ORDER YOUR SUPPLY TODAY!

Per single gallon ..$4.75
5 gal., per each gal. can 4.50
Order from your dealer or di-
rect from DBA and give deal-
er's name.

DBA PRODUCTS CO., INC.
Lake Bluff, Ill. 60044

DBA Product

For more information circle number 202 on caud85



