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H ow Good Are Your Tees?—Many 
of us recall the days when the teeing 
ground was a small raised square or 
rectangular flattened mound of clay. 
Nearby was a container of moist sand with 
which to form a small mound or a raised 
"tee" on which to place the ball, the bet-
ter to strike it with a driver and to min-
imize contact between the clubhead and 
the dense hard-packed clay. Later there 
were rubber mats and fiber mats. 

With the advent of the formed "tee" 
(wooden or plastic), teeing grounds grad-
ually were enlarged and the clay modified 
with sand or softened with water to en-
able the golfer to press the manufactured 
tee into the soil without undue effort. 

The first grass tees probably were 
merely sections of fairway that were 
mowed just a little shorter, without bene-
fit of elevation for the golfer's advantage, 
real or fancied. Perhaps somewhere in 
recorded turf history we could learn 
(doubtful) when it was we started to 
build large elongated teeing grounds with 
soil improved so that, hopefully, we could 
have satisfactory grassed surfaces. 

My experience with golf course tees 
begins in 1925 when I teed the ball on a 
mound of sand, played the second shot 
from grassed fairways that were mowed 
at least twice a year with a sickle-bar 
mower, and putted out on slightly-oiled 
sand smoothed to the cup with a section 
of 2-inch pipe with a handle. I mention 
this bit of personal history so that the 
present situation with teeing grounds 
can be brought into sharper focus. As a 
one-time 2-handicap golfer and Director 

of the U. S. G. A. Green Section there 
was intimate involvement with all man-
ner and kinds of teeing grounds on an 
international basis. 

Architects and Specifications—In the 
building of today's modern golf course 
nearly as much attention is devoted to the 
teeing grounds as to the putting greens. 
Size may swell to half an acre or more. 
Length may exceed 130 yards, longer than 
some 3-par holes. Shape may vary from 
square, through rectangular to semi-
circular. All designs tend to affect in a 
subtle manner the play of the hole, de-
pending upon the position of the mark-
ers in which there is wide choice. 

The architectural design of teeing 
grounds would lose considerable stature 
were it not for the agronomic triumphs 
born of research and dogged "cut-and-
try" practical efforts by superintendents. 
The best teeing grounds today are so 
good on some courses that one could, 
with a certain degree of imagination, play 
backwards, from green to tee, to a cup 
sunk in the near-perfect turf of the tees. 

The Agronomic Side of It— Let us 
examine the major factors in the develop-
ment of the near-perfect turf on tees. 

1) Soil modification to promote rapid 
water absorption, excellent drainage, firm 
surface, ready penetration of artificial tee; 

2) Improved turfgrasses identical with, 
or closely similar to, those used on put-
ting greens. These include fine-leaf ber-
mudagrasses, Meyer Zoysia, Penncross 
bent, Merion Kentucky bluegrass. 

3) Adequate quantities of fertilizers 
that release nutrients closely in accordance 
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with the needs of the grass; that maintain 
slow, steady firm growth that is highly 
resistant to traffic injury; and that pro-
mote rapid healing of scars. 

4) Sensible irrigation as needed to 
avoid soft rapid shallow-rooted growth 
and to promote firmness with deep root-
ing and resistance to diseases. 

5) Close frequent mowing with clip-
pings removed. 

6) Chemical treatments for pests and 
diseases, applied as needed. 

7) Topdressing as needed with weed-
free material to maintain true surfaces. 

8) Soil cultivation and thatching, as 
needed. 

Here are some of the flagrant violations 
of good agronomic practices that I have 
come across: 

1) Starvation. It is inconceivable that 
a club will spend good money to build 
and turf their tees, then fail to apply 
adequate nutrients. Some have said frank-
ly, "We can't afford fertilizer for our 
tees." Yet, when annual bluegrass and 
other weeds become unacceptable, there 
is money to returf. 

2) Overwatering. There is a quaint 
but prevalent notion that water doesn't 
cost anything—or not much. Water makes 
grass green—so let's use water. Saturated 
soil rots roots and favors Poa. Soil be-
comes baked so hard that more water is 
needed to soften. Merion gives way to 
Poa. Bermudagrass sickens and loses its 
body. Bents can take it somewhat longer 
but they, too, let Poa in. I've seen soggy 
tee turf, mostly Poa, with perfectly beau-
tiful weed-free turf at the ends and edges 
where—and this is true—-"The sprink-
lers don't quite reach!" 

We have the grasses, the fertilizers, 
water, the mechanical equipment and the 
know-how to produce near-perfect turf 
for teeing grounds. Need more be said ? 

Q.—At the G.C.S.A.A. Conference 
in Washington, D. C., we heard about 
"FLAMING" to facilitate thatch dis-
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