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Book Review 
Man and his Earth, George D. Scar-

seth, Iowa State University Press, Ames, 
Iotva. Price $4.50. 

This book came to me by courtesy of 
William Lyons, Canal Fulton, Ohio, au-
tographed by Mrs. Scarseth. As one reads 
easily through the 199 pages, one is im-
pressed with the sincerity of this great 
agricultural leader who was far ahead of 
his time. He taught by simple illustra-
tion and, when it seemed that everyone 
was against him and his progesssive ideas, 
by buying land and doing the "impossi-
ble" that he knew would work. 

George Scarseth was widely traveled. 
He relates incidents from the tropics to 
the Arctic to nail down the facts of soils, 
climate and people. The story of the 
three pebbles was inspired by Dr. Hof-
fer who was one to encourage the writing 
of the book. For down-to-earth explana-
tions of organic matter, soils, nitrogen 
and soil fertility every golf course su-
perintendent would be well advised to 
have this book in his library. The book 
was completed just prior to Dr. Scar-
seth's death March 20, 1962. 

The reader will find only a few tables 
and charts but a wealth of inspired anec-
dotes and illustrations that lead one to a 
better understanding of the earth on 
w h i c h w e l ive. — FRED V . GRAU 
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