GRAU'S
Answers to
Turf Questions

BY FRED V. GRAU

i o

The Women Will Love
Fred for This!

Some 2600 people have returned home
after attending the 36th International
turfgrass show in Cleveland. Many and
varied will be the reactions and comments
in the post-mortems which will be dis-
cussed over many weeks, Some of the
reactions will reach the supts’ executive
committee for its guidance in organizing
the 37th at Kansas City. I shall attempt
to crystallize some of the highlights of
the conference. No conference can be ex-
pected to be so perfect that there would
be no ecriticism. Weak spots inevitably oc-
cur.

No one who regularly attends an In-
ternational conference can be unaware
of the increasingly important part played
by the ladies. Never before have I been
so impressed with the tremendous influ-
ence of “Mrs. Superintendent.” She is the
unpaid half of a team that the club hired
when it thought it was hiring a supt.
only. Few people point out to clibs the
terrific bargain they get when they hire
a happily-married supt.

Bless Their Understanding!

The lady performs many vital func-
tions besides being a wife and mother.
She is the confidante of a tired, harassed
mate who comes home discouraged about
weather, heat, cold, drought, diseases,
insects, indifferent labor, poor soil, ma-
chinery that breaks down, fussy members,
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grass that won't respond, and green chair-
men that are either underfoot or rarely
around, A man under stress finds solace
in an understanding mate who lives his
troubles with him.

Another virtue of the wives of super-
intendents is that THEY READ! Many
told me that when their husbands are too
busy to read their magazines, they (the
ladies) skim through the articles, digest
them, and pass on the highlights to their
weary mates. What a great way to get
information painlessly! To top it off, the
women attend conferences to better un-
derstand what makes the whole industry
tick, and to have a bit of relaxation and
fun before they have to start listening
again to grass-fertilizer-labor-machiner
talk. Let us hope that clubs will re-ap-
praise their “Mr. and Mrs. Superintend.-
ent Team”, if they haven't already. and
escalate benefits accordingly. '

Something About Slides

Kodachrome slides are valuable visual
aids to complement a lecture for illustra-
tion and explanation with few or no words.
The most effective slides are:

1. Few in number;

2. Of highest quality and in sharp

focus;

3. Pertinent to the subject:

4. Quickly explained, then dismissed

Too many slides of dubious quality f(h)r
;\'hi](‘h apologies are felt necessary. ‘i\‘li(‘k
y lose an audience. A workable i
one in which the local ussncinti:‘)::((1:1:::1(;2
a dry run at a monthly meeting for ‘purl-
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poses of criticism and improvement. Any-
thing below par must be discarded before
the presentation can be considered suit-
able for an international affair.

Too Much Data

Black and white slides of data, charts
and graphs become totally unacceptable
when:

1. There is too much material on the

slide;

2. Characters are too small to be read
beyond the fifth row;

3. Lines of colors and broken dots and
dashes coalesee and become indis-
tinguishable.

Technical data is part and parcel of
any educational conference. But it should
be presented in small, easily digested bits
that can be read with ease anywhere in a
great ballroom.

Slides are presented by means of a
projector and screen, both of which fre-
quently fail to function. Conferences can
be run much more smoothly when great
care is taken in planning so that:

1. Slides fit the projector;

2. Someone knows how to operate
equipment and is there when need-
ed;

3. Slides are shown right side up;

4. Projector has sufficient candlepower
properly to show details of slides;

5. A dry run eliminates faults in the
system.

Young Ones Come Through

The 36th hit a new high with the bril-
liant presentations of Frank Dobie, Tom
Burrows and Dick Blake on Thursday.
Their talks epitomized the tremendous
value of theoretical college education
coupled with a solid foundation of prac-
tical training under a supt. who cares
about the future of the profession. One
gains confidence in the future with teach-
ers like Roberts, Duich, Daniel, Troll,
Engel and others who send students to
courses where they will get a chance to
grow.

Question and Answer Panels

Most questions are fairly personal and
refer to a local situation where the mem-
ber wants to know, “What can I do about
this local condition?” Tt seems that this
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type of panel is more suited to local chap-
ter monthly meetings or to regional con-
ferences. Panelists hesitate to answer fully
and specifically for various reasons: (1)
time factor; (2) unfamiliarity with spe-
cific local factors; (3) fear of misinterpre-
tation; (4) fear of encroaching on an-
other’s specialty. Also, it seems to be dif-
ficult to equitably distribute the questions
so that each panelist has an opportunity
to serve.
Water Should Be Discussed

The subject of water is universal. Some
phase of water supply, water use and mis-
use, and water relationships to soils, plants
and organisms belongs on every program,
national, regional and local. No one ever
can know too much about this vital re-
source. Before too long we may see legis-
lation that brands as criminal any act,
thoughtless, selfish or otherwise, that
leads to contamination or waste of our
water supplies. Water belongs to every-
one. The misuse of water certainly reach-
es a peak when water contaminated by
an accumulation of nitrates is the cause
of babies” deaths (J. F. Shrunk, 4th As-
sembly). This demands critical inspection
of every water-using system that conceiv-
ably could contribute to this deplorable
situation.

Split Sessions

Split sessions are logical and useful
but when two sessions are run simultane-
ously, they deprive many supts. of in-
formation they come to acquire. Were
the two sessions to be set up on succeed-
ing days, every person involved in all
phases of cool and warm-season grasses
could gain full information on both pro-
grams.

The subject matter of “Research Find-
ings” is essential to each and every In.
ternational conference. Interpretation of
data and translation into clear-cut expla-
nations for the supt. are a necessary ad-
junct to each paper. An excellent plan is
one that has each research paper followed
by a 10 or 15-minute quiz session wherein
a panel of two supts. and one technical
man ask the speaker questions which are
designed to clarify any confusion. The
panel would have to study the papof

(Continued on page 144)
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TURF ¢&:

TROUBLES?

try our line of tested, trusted treatments

for finest turf!

@ FUNGICIDES

® HERBICIDES

® INSECTICIDES

® LIQUID & SOLUBLE FERTILIZERS
® WETTING AGENTS

write for our FREE 25th Anniversary Catalog

AMERICAN LIQUID FERTILIZER CO., INC.
and ROKEBY CHEMICAL COMPANY

Marietta, Ohio L ]

’
Grau’s Answers
(Continued from page 90)

prior to presentation and would have to
prepare the quiz in advance. The quiz
would be rapid-fire and penetrating. Tt
would minimize the confused mutterings
in the aisles and the halls such as, “What
did he say?”; “What did he mean?”, Pre-
conference editing of papers is as im-
portant as pre-publication editing.

Chairmen of committees traditionally
receive honors on behalf of all the mem-
bers. For the educational conference, we
name Don Figurella and Tohn Spodnik to
receive the “Grau Award” for imagina-
tion and vision in developing and execut-
ing a first rate conference. The pattern
set at Cleveland has provided guidelines
for future successes, and for the continued
elevation of the professional standing of
all GCSA members.

Which Is Best?

Q. Toronto (C-15) bent stolons have been
recommended for the greens on our new course,
We thought that there was only one Toronto
bent. Now it seems that there are at least four
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P. O. Box 267 ®

phone 373-1394

or five types of Toronto. How will we know if
we get the right one (the good one?) (Illinois)

A. Diligent search has failed to reveal a
satisfactory answer to your question.  After
talking to representatives of two large firms
that grow and sell Toronto (and other) stolons.
it seems that both have the “good Toronto.”
Maybe they do. Both are sincere and both are
sensitive to the image they have built in the
turfgrass industry through honest dealings and
careful nursery stolon management.

My advice is to avoid any Toronto stolons
that have been grown under indifferent manage-
ment that has permitted seed to ripen, Purchase
from reputable growers (nurseries)
terest is in selling “the best”.

Apparently some of the “poor Toronto”
from golf course nurseries where
formed and caused contamination.
“live” issue and you may be sure we will keep
searching until we are satisfied that we have
located the “good Toronto.”

Non-Creepers Creep

Q. We planted our fairways to Colonial bent-
grass seed several years ago. We have been
sparing with water to discourage poa annua
Now we have a high percentage of crecpinz.
bents which require different management, We
thought that Colonial bents were non-crc(: \
Can you explain this to us? wo

whose in-

came
seedheads
This is a

A. Studies at Penn State and elsewhere

; show
that domestic-grown Colonial

bents ( Astoria
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“REGULATION"
FIBERGLASS FLAGPOLES

® Flexible * Low maintenance
* Lightweight ® Last for years
® Non-corroding * Economical
Available in 5, 6, 7, and 8’ lengths.

Up to 12’ on request.
Molded fiberglass in permanent
white or yellow and striped with
red or black. Long-lasting metal
base and aluminum top assembly
secured by galvanized all-tite swivel.

aluminum
TEE MARKERS

Made from aluminum al-
loy for durability and
weather resistance. Num-
bers available, 1 thru 18.

See your local
dealer or write for
complete catalog.

CONTAINER DEVELOPMENT CORP.

MONROE STREET .

bent
grass

STOLONS

Cohansey C-7
Toronto C-15
Arlington C-1
Evansville
Washington C-50
Congressional C-19

WATERTOWN, WISCONSIN

(New Strains Available for Trial)

A Reliable Source of Supply Since 1920
HIRAM F. GODWIN & SON
22366 Grand River - Detroit, Mich. 48219
Phone: Area 313 — 531-0361
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and Highland) contain small percentages of
creeping types which tend to spread and dom-
inate. Unfortunately, most of the creepers do
not form firm fairway turf but tend to be mat-

| ted or fluffy. It seems to be logical that, if you
| are going to get creeping bent no matter what

yvou plant, why not go directly to a good
creeper? The best creeping bent from seed to-
day is Penncross. This grass seed must carry
the Certified Blue Tag, otherwise, it may not
be Penncross but an inferior seed.

Some contend that Penncross in fairways will
cause nothing but trouble through thatch for-
mation. With the excellent thatch-destroying
equipment and know-how that we have today,
this should be the least of your worries.

Seaside creeping bent seed is being included
in many new bent fairways. It is inferior to
Blue Tag Certified Penncross but is
creeper. It, too, can become thatched.

Many tests and practical applications
Arlington (C-1) creeping bent stolons
outstanding on fairways.

In general, creeping bents seem to be more
resistant to poa annua than the colonial bents.
This whole subject deserves further exploration
and discussion,

a strong
show
to be

Bluegrass-Fescue Future

Q. On “QUIZ THE EXPERTS,” a panel at
Cleveland, you used the word, “dubious” in
answer to the question, “What is the future
of bluegrass and fescue on irrigated fairways
in the Northeast?” Would you enlarge a bit on
your one-word answer? (Connecticut)

A. All too often, when a club spends $100.-
000 or so for a modern irrigation system, the
members feel that they aren’t getting their
money's worth unless they can see the water
flying through the air. Many supts. tell me that
they had good bluegrass-fescue fairways until
they were forced to water far more than they
knew they should. The first signs of overwater-
ing are clover and poa. Supts. also tell me that
once poa comes in, they must manage to hold
the poa. When this program is started it is the
beginning of the end — with the end result
solid poa.

If members and green committees would let
supts. do their jobs without agronomic
tion, I'm sure that we would use
and could hold bluegrass-fescue f
satisfactorily.

Irrigation, when needed,
gation, when not needed,
damaging plaything.

direc-
water
ﬂlr\\'&l,\'.\' more

less

is wonderful, Tyri-

Is an expensive and

Smooth Green Surfaces

Q. We would like to plant our greens in
such a way that we can get started with smooth
surfaces that are not full of wheel tracks and
footprints that are so expensive to lupdruq;- out
What do you suggest? (Virginia) i .

A. The first step is to firm the
avoid uneven settling. This is done
ing, dragging, heavy watering — anything to
achieve settling. Oldtimers used to “tread” the
soil firm, using many men who shuffled sideways,

greens to
by harrow-
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et 10 BN [ MPLETE SERVICE

Greens with Built-in Savings. Multiple Pin Positions. More Interesting Golf Through Dunning
Designed Courses. Design — Engineering & Installation of Automatic Sprinkling Systems.

Designer & Builder of Blue Hills Country Club Championship Golf Course, Kansas City.

Twenty-three Years Consultant Service — All Phases.
Write or Call for Information

1402-12 S. LEWIS BOB DUNNING, INC. WEbster 6-3660

TULSA 4, 0KLAHOMA Suppliers To Golf Courses or 9-3206

| moving only a shoe’s width at each shuffle.

If the green is to be seeded, I strongly rec-

WGW,J’ ommend hydroseeding (seed, fertilizer, lime-

stone — all mixed in a water slurry). If the

green is to be stolonized or sprigged, I urge

g e consideration of hydromulching (stolons or sprigs

%‘é MM? mixed in water slurry with paper pulp as a
mulch).

Both methods minimize footprints and wheel

GOOd TUI’f from GOOd Seeds tracks on the putting surface since nozzles are

directed and controlled from the collars.

From Tee To Green Your local supplier can secure information
on hydroseeders and hydromulchers.

DEPENDABLE GRASS SEEDS—FERTILIZERS
GOLF COURSE SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT
FUNGICIDES

16mm Rental Films

Available from USGA
WEEDICIDES

INSECTICIDES :\}'atil;ll)l(‘ for rental from the USGA
Golf House Film Library, 40 E. 38th St..
— ESTABLISHED 1876 — New York, N. Y. 10016 are several 16mm

films. Featuring dramatizations of ,
N. Y. Phone: 212 BARCLAY 7-4900 rules of golf, as well as m|tort;1in.mm))it. ltx}ils‘(-
N.J. Phone: 201 ELLIOTT 6-4200 tory and travel, the films range in lvnﬂh
CHIMNEY ROCK RD. from 14 minutes to 39 minutes. Most of
POST OFFICE BOX 469 the films are in full color and all have
BOUND BROOK, N. J. sound tracks. Two of the newest films
are: “The Open: The Comeback of Ken
Venturi” (32 min.) and

; “Famous Golf
Courses: Pinehurst No. 2” (17 min.),

DOWNERS GROVE, ILL.
312 WO-9-6300

| CAVANAUGH'S | —262 at PGA School

A total of 262 assistant pros w
\ uated from the PGA’s ninth
' school held in Clearwater, Fla. in Janu-
QUALITY GOLF COURSE ary. Don E. Fischesser, Evansville (Ind.)
CC, and Emil Beck, Black River cC, P()l.'t
Huron, Mich., were the school coordina-
tors. The five-day school term was (-ii~
nmxo_d by a banquet at which graduation
1658 Collier, Akron, Ohio certificates were presented, More than 20
SR | |subjects were taught at the school. .

as gl'u(]-
business

- B

CONSTRUCTION
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