C.K. Martin Co. with headquarters at old
Indian Road in the burgeoning Commack,
L.I., area. At present Martin uses more
than 150 pieces of heavy equipment to
build new courses. His 60-acre nursery
featuring all strains of turf, and his vast
trap sand and top soil facilities are the
talk of the golfing world in the East.

More than 90 per cent of the clubs in
the Long Island and Westchester area,
in addition to Fairfield county in Conn.,
are clients of Martin’s firm. During the
spring, summer and fall, the Martins have
a force of more than 150 on the payroll.
In the winter months, spent mostly in
reconditioning and repainting the machin-
ery, there is a force of 30.

Three This Spring

This year during late spring, three more
Martin-built courses were launched on
Long Island. One of these is a 27-hole
privately owned public course at Middle
Island, near old Camp Upton of World
War I days. Another is Baiting Hollow, a
scenic masterpiece that overlooks Long
Island Sound at Riverhead. The other is
Mill River Club in the Gold Coast sector
of Old Brookville.

Other new courses built by Martin dur-
ing recent years include Island’s End at
Orient Point, L.I., Indian Hills at Fort
Salonga, Heatherwood at Squantuk and
Commack Hills in Huntington.

Martin’s role as a course remodeler has
earned him an outstanding reputation in
this field. He has recently been commis-
sioned to facelift Gardiner’s Bay CC, lo-
cated on picturesque Shelter Island in
Peconic Bay. He also has been called
upon to complete the new Noyac CC,
Bridgehampton.

Has Modernized Many Courses

Other clubs that had Martin modernize
their layouts included Rockville CC, Lake
Success, Glen Head CC, Engineers CC,
where Chick Evans captured one of his
U.S. Amateur titles. IBM’s course at
Sands Point, Pelham CC, Scarsdale CC,
the new North Hills, a layout designed
by Robert Trent Jones. Pine Hollow CC
and Brookville CC also have been mod-
ernized by Martin.

Course Designer Dick Wilson, after
building the Meadow Brook and new

36

Grau Takes Brief Leave

Fred Grau, who has been writing Golf-
dom’s Q & A column for many years, is
so deep in Penngift crown vetch that he
has asked to be excused from writing his
regular contribution during the summer
months. He has been working from sunup
to well past the dinner hour seven days a
week for the last several months, and pros-
pects are that he will continue to do so
through mid-September. He won’t get a
chance to get back to the typewriter until
after harvest time.

Grau’s popular column will be resumed
in October.

Deepdale courses, decided the Martin’s
touch was required. So Charlie embell-
ished those courses, shortly after doing a
major renovation job at Inwood, where
Bobby Jones won his first U.S. Open.

Probably the outstanding accomplish-
ment of the Martin firm was the building
of Tam O’Shanter CC in 90 days three
years ago. With 50 pieces of equipment
and 64 men, Charlie constructed and
seeded the 18-hole course on which the
LPGA has staged several tournaments in
recent years.

Non-Member Clubs
Invited to Join USGA

The membership committee of the
United States Golf Association has again
invited all non-member clubs and courses
to apply for USGA membership.

There are two classes—Regular Mem-
bership, open to any regularly organized
club in the United States; and Associate
Membership, open to any golf course in
the United States not controlled by a reg-
ularly organized club. Associate mem-
bership entitles a course to all USGA
privileges except voting rights and eligi-
bility of the course’s patrons for the
USGA Amateur, Women’s Amateur, Sen-
jor Amateur and Senior Women’s Ama-
teur championships.

According to Fred Brand, Jr., of Pitts-
burgh, chairman of the membership com-
mittee, member clubs of the USGA now
total 3,092, a record high.
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