
Vasco Tells How Architectural 

Change Has Affected Teaching 
Hand i cap records indicate there lias 

been notable progress made in gol i in-

struction in the past several years. An 

interesting aspect of this deve lopment is 

in women's golf. W o m e n c l ub members 

take more lessons than men. The women 

have more t ime for instruction. M a n y ob-

servers believe t ha t the standard o f wom-

en's golf at private clubs has improved 

faster than that of men's in recent years. 

Golf instruction is a diff icult art. The 

accomplished instructor is pr imar i ly an 

artist rather than a scientist, l i e usually 

is a man whose apt i tude has been recog-

nized, encouraged and developed by an 

earlier artist in golf instruction. 

Johnny Vasco, professional at the Le-

h igh C C , Al l en town , Pa., is a very suc-

cessful instructor whose schooling came 

as an assistant and pup i l of two of the 

o ld masters of golf teaching: Stewart 

Ma iden and Wi l l i e Macfar lane. 

Vasco was wi th Ma iden at Hock wood 

Ha l l C G . Tarrytown, N X , in 1934 and 

1935. In 1928 and through the early '30s, 

Johnny was with Macfar lane at O l d Oaks 

C C , Purchase, N.Y . He says: "The asso-

ciation wi th these two great teachers has 

been invaluable to me. I hope that m y 

teaching reflects and extends their ideas. 

1 am sure that my success in getting pupi ls 

to understand and respond is due to the 

gu idance I got from these two gifted 

teachers who taught me h o w to teach." 

In the accompanying article, Vasco com-

pares features of Stewart Maiden's and 

Wi l l i e Macfarlane's teaching and those of 

today's successful tutors. 

By J O H N N Y V A S C O 
Prov is iona l , Lehigh CC, A lien town, Pa. 

C t e w a r t Ma iden stressed the correct grip. 

* There is nothing unusual abou t this. 

Every successful instructor knows that the 

grip is the very first fundamenta l of golf. 

Ma iden took a great deal of care and t ime 

to see that a part icular 

gr ip was the one best 

suited to the ind iv idual . 

It could be overlapping, 

interlocking or the so-

called natura l grip. The 

important th ing was for 

the player to p lace his 

hands on the c lub in a 

way that wou ld let him 

swing so as to get best 

results. 

The next t h i ng Mai-

den d id was to show 

the pupi l what to do with his feet and 

legs, explaining the necessity of mak ing 

tlie feet and legs working properly to get 

the body into the shot. H e made the pup i l 

understand that he couldn't make a full 

swing unless the body was mov ing cor-

rectly. 

Maiden bel ieved that the left arm 

should be ful ly extended and f irm at the 

e lbow, causing the muscles of that arm 

and of the left shoulder to be contracted. 

If not, he maintained, those of the right 

shoulder w i l l be. Contracted muscles go 

to work when action is started and cause 

the r ight shoulder to swing around so the 

player usually has a tough time keeping 

his head in position. Therefore, Maiden 

stressed the importance of keeping the 

left arm firm and as straight as possible, 

bel ieving it can prevent a lot of trouble. 

As for correcting faults iu individuals 

who have been p laying the game for vary-

ing periods, it was a case of indiv idual 

treatment for each player. Maiden's idea 

to correct individual faults was to ask the 

pupi l to execute a certain movement that 

wou ld automatical ly correct his fault, l in t 

he d id not go into any detai led analysis 

of the fault or its correction. He said "try-

ing to think about a ha l f dozen things at 

one t ime wil l ruin anybody's golf swing. 

Keep it s imple — one th ing at a t ime". 

Ma iden also told me: "You can tell a pu-

pi l the same things that I do, but unt i l 

you gain respect as a teacher, no one wilt 

listen to you". 

W i l l i e MacFar lane believed that instruc-

tions should vary with the physical make-

up and temperament of the individual . He 
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emphas i zed the impor tance of the correct 

Clubs for the pup i l . F o r instance: the nerv-

ous m a n should use Sight c lubs to fit his 

a lmost invar iably fast sw ing , wh i le t h e 

~ stol id player w i t hou t a n y fast or jerky ac-

tion in b is m a k e u p is, as a rule, far bet-

ter off w i t h heavy clubs. T h e tall, t h i n , 

man shou ld use a w i d e stance to counter-

a c t the centr i fugal force set u p by t h e 

t w i n g i n g c l ub head. W i t h o u t a correct 

stance, one cannot ma i n t a i n proper bal-

ance, a n d wi thout ba l ance , one has n o 

• 'control over the bead of t h e c lub , Mac-

Far lane bel ieved that f i t ted c lubs a n d 

good ba lance p rov ided the on ly correct 

a p p r o a c h to golf for peop le of d i f ferent 

physical makeups a nd temperaments . H e 

Taught golfers to p lay w ithin themselves. 

Bo th Ma i den and M a c Far lane's success 

lay in their abi l i ty to see t h e fault of tbe 

i nd iv idua l and to correct it in a w a y that 

gave immed ia te results. 

Courses In f luenced Instruct ion 

^ G u l f courses of 30 years ago had very 

Har row fairways, Tbe r o u g h was very 

long — anywhere f rom 12 to Ifi inches. 

T h e greens were smal l , a n d since they 

were usua l ly never watered , were very 

ha rd , m a k i n g it d i f f i cu l t to ho ld a shot. 

Mos t of the holes were des igned to p lay 

f rom left to right, w i th the openings to 

tbe greens from left to r ight . The gol f 

^professional consequent ly h ad to teach to 

d e v e l o p shots to take advan t age of these 

condi t ions . T h e golfer was t augh t to p l a y 

his shots w i th a n open stance to p roduce 

-a cut shot to keep the ba l l in p lav . 

T h e golfer in this per iod d idn ' t h a ve 

14 clubs. He had to learn to p l ay m a n y 

types of shots wi th fewer c lubs . Therc-

- iore , b a n d and wrist act ion were stressed. 

J J n d e r pressure, the loose ho ld of the c l ub 

on contact produced a hook . The back-

swing started w i th the h ips leading, the 

- hands fo l lowing . This act ion was reversed 

in tbe downsw ing . 

Today , wi th our lush fairways, short 

roughs of abou t four inches or so a nd 

K. i rgc watered greens, tbe ba l l can be 

P D laved either left to r ight or right to left 

and there is no t roub le in ho l d i ng the 

greens. T h e Augusta Na t iona l , however , 

b o u r s e is designed to bene f i t the r ight to 

left p layer . Jack Nick laus rea l iz ing this, 

c hanged his g a m e f rom h i t t i n g the ba l l 

from left to right to p l ay the Masters 

"'course r ight to left — a la Pa lmer , Pal-
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mer had always done Well at Augusta be-

cause of hitting the ball right to left. The 

change in tactics pa id off for Nicklaus. 

Today's Instruction Plan *-

Today's golfer is taught to start the 

baekswing with the clubnead, arms and 

shoulder turn us a unit and to keep con-

trol of the arc by extending the left arm 

up to tbe top of baekswing. The grip re-

mains firm. The right elbow is kept closi y 

to the body and is point ing downward 

The golf pupil now is given a menta l* 

picture of the spine being a turning axis 

to which the club and arms are connected 

by tbe shoulders. The axis cannot bend, 

but can turn. It is essential to keep the 

head steady throughout the swing. 

Today's instruction directs that the pri-

mary movement of the downswing is the 

unwind ing of the hips. Then the shoulder , 

muscles come into play, pul l ing the arms 

and cluhhead down into the ball . The 

pupil is told to keep the left arm straight 

to control the are of the swing and to t 

maintain the straight left arm well through 

the hit. Correct action of feet and legs is 

explained as necessary in maintaining sta-

bility; balance is continuously emphasized -

because with steady balance, the golfer w 

can consistently perform the same swing 

with the same rhythm. 

Camera Helps j 

Cameras have become excellent teach- j 
ing aids. Especially useful is the new se-

quence camera with 10-second film to 

show the pupil where bis faults lie ami m 

how they can be corrected. An "after" m 

picture can show tbe improvement. Many 

golfers can apply themselves lo greater 

advantage after viewing themselves. t-

The PGA Assistants' schools, set u p in 

various sections of the country, are in-

valuable in promoting proper teaching 

methods. 1 




