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3 , 2 3 0 Yards Illuminated 

Standard Length 
New Jersey Club 
Goes Under Arcs 

By R O N STREIBICH 

A step toward solving one of go l f s roa-

* * jor headaches o f not enough hours for 

play and extremely congested courses was 

made at the end of August wi th the open-

ing in Sewell, N . J . , of the world's first 

Jightcd regulation-length golf course. The 

pioneering l ight ing installation seems cer-

tain to trigger a nat ionwide trend to golf 

a t night. 

Tall Pines C C , 18 miles southeast of 

downtown Philadelphia, has lighted its 

existing nine-hole, 3230-yard, par-35 links. 

The layout is the first 'regulation-length 

type to be i l luminated. Other floodlighted 

courses are miniatures, pitch-n-putts a nd , 

Par-3s which do not offer the ful l wood 

si lots and long par-4 and -5 holes. 

I l l uminat ing the links are 121 General 

Electric 1000-watt clear and color-im-

proved mercury floodlights. Engineers 

concede the l ight ing isn't quite as good 

as that of daytime, b u t the white baU re-

flects l ight well, mak ing it stand out 

against the black sky and green grass. 

The floodlights project 10 "footcandles" 

on the tees and greens and five "footcan-

dles" on the fairways. Most main down-

town streets are l ighted to one "footcan-

dle". 

instead of sinking at least $200,000 

into a new nine, Tall Pines owners, Peter 



>Ten "footcandles" of illumination shine on this golfer as ho pounds one out of a Tall Pines t oe This 
^ isn't quite the equal of mid after noon lighting, but ii comes close to it. (Right) The Pete McEvoys, father 

' and son, own ond operate the country's first standard lighted course. 

* McEvoy and his son, Pete, Jr., decided to 

spend $63,000 to light their present nine. 

They f igure to draw a mul t i tude of local 

people who want to avoid the weekend 

delays or play during the week, after 

n work and dinner. The course will be open 

to the 10,000 members of area PGA 

clubs at n ight and dur ing the day con-

lined to Tall Pines' 300 members. 

, "The technical and economic success of 

"'Tall Pines should encourage a nationwide 

string of il luminated courses which wil l 

make golf as much a nightt ime endeavor 

^s bowling, baseball, tennis, so It ball, foot-

* ball and all other spectator and participant 

• a sports," predicts Larry Dengler , manager 

of marketing for G E s Outdoor Light ing 

Dept., Ilendersonville, N , C . 

G E . a leader in the i l lumination of driv-

j tng ranges, Par-3s and other golf facilities, 

recently introduced to the golf and elee-

— Jtrical industries the idea of golf at night 

on regulation-length courses. This was 

done after special engineering and mar-

keting teams determined that regulation 

night golf is technically feasible, econom-

ically advantageous and greatly needed. 

This May l ie The Solution 

From the need standpoint, it was ob~ 

- "served that during the past five years the 

already overcrowded game has experi-

enced a 50 per cent rise in number of 

golfers, to around 5.25 mil l ion playing at 

feast 15 rounds per year. Du r i ng the same 

period there's been only about a 25 per 

' - cent increase in facilities. The obvious so-

lution was to light existing courses and 

~ " a d d golfing hours. This, it is reasoned, is 

of much more benefit and is less expen-

sive than buying addit ional land (if avail-

able) to construct new courses. 

Studies show that any prof it-motivated 

course can recoup its investment for a 

lighted nine in at least four years and 

thereafter earn a m in imum of $15,000 

more per year. The McEvoys tenn this 

estimate "extremely realistic. 

Demonstration of advantages of n ight 

golf to course officials has resulted in 

many owners and operators ordering or 

p lanning to order l ighting systems for in-

stallation in the near future, according to 

Dengler. The new idea is being considered 

by clubs of all types and location. Coun-

try clubs, privately-owned publ ic courses 

and municipal layouts are all interested, 

especially the "munys" which comprise 

only 15 per cent of the country's courses 

but handle 40 per cent of the play. 

Courses in the South find it advantageous 

because of the many golfing nights per 

year. Northern operators are interested 

because their shorter season tempts peo-

ple to play more golf. 

Light Back Nine First 

Dengler said some courses wil l con-

sider i l luminating 18 holes, but most will 

probably initially light the back nine. 

Private country clubs may first light only 

the last two or three holes, permitt ing 

members to play an hour longer each 

night. 

Tal l Pines has one par-5, six par-4 and 

two par-3 holes. The par-5 is JffiO yards, 

making it the world's longest i l luminated 

(Continued on page 68) 



NELSON 

The World's 

Moat Complete 

SPRINKLER USE! 

When you specify Nelson - Rain Bird 
Sprinkling Equipment, you have available 
a full and complete line of the world's / 
finest sprinkling equipment: from special-
ized hose noizles, hose sprinklers on sled 
and toller bases to the unique Rain Train 
traveling s p r i n k l e r , , . from Quick Cou-
pling Valves for underground sprinkler in-
stallations and pressure gauges to com-
pletely automatic equipment with remote 
control electrically or hydradically op-
erated valves. 

This means that your specific need; • 
can be met with maximum efficiency — 
lowest cost and complete satisfaction — 
ali from one reliable source! 

For complete engineering and 
design information, contact 
your local Rain Bird Dealer 

or write direct to: 

IN WEST; 

IN EAST & 
MIDWEST: 

NATIONAL RAIN BIRD SALES £ ENGINEERING 
CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 547 • Azusa, California 
L R NELSON MEG. CO.. INC. 
HAtNY SPRINKLER SALES DIVISION 
609 West Lake Street • Peoria, Illinois 

Ladies P G A Stages Fourth 
Golf School in North Carolina 
T h e four th annua l na t iona l go l f school 

of the Lad ies P G A , he ld at the W o m e n ' s 

Col lege of t h e U , of Nor th Caro l i na I n 

Greensboro in J u l y , a t t racted students 

w h o c a m e f rom 17 states a n d C a n a d a . T h e 

five-day program was basical ly devoted 

to instruct ion, pane l and i nd iv idua l dis-

cussions, the s how i ng o f f i lms a n d play 

under t o u r n amen t condi t ions . L e ad i n g 

L P G A players, i n c l ud i ng M i ckey Wr i g h t 

and Ka thy W h i t worth , served as instruc-

tors. The school was run under the su-

pervision of E l l e n Gr i f f in , connec ted wi th 

the W o m e n ' s Co l l ege , and Shir ley Spork, 

A new fea ture was i n t roduced for this 

year's school. I t was a mode l p r o shop, 

operated by M y r a Chas ta iu , a n d stocked 

wi th e q u i p m e n t con t r ibu ted b v various 

manufacturers . T o fully acqua in t the stu-

dents w i th e q u i p m e n t , the L P G A impor ted 

Boyd Jaeger, p r o at E t ne rywood C C in 

H igh Po in t , N . C . , t o demons t ra te h o w c l ub 

repairs are m a d e . 

The student g r o up w a s m a d e u p of col-

lege a nd univers i ty physical educa t i on 

teachers a nd representat ives o f c iv ic or-

ganizat ions a nd count ry clubs. 

Standard Club Under Lights 
(Continued from page 35 ) 

hole, best ing the 420-yard hole wh i ch 

l i r andyw ine in Niles, M i c h . (Go l f dom , 

May , p 106) successfully test-lighted. Ta l ! -

Pines also lists a tough 420-yard par-i, 

415-vard par-4 and 215-yard par-3, in 

c o m i n g u p w i th its 3230 yardage. 

Isn't A Pushover 

T h e course is by n o means easy, no t 

on ly because o f the lengthy holes, but 

because i t has 28 deep "no-put t " traps, -

1000 new trees a nd bushes, oi it-of-bounds t 

on f i ve holes, large ro l l i ng greens w i th 

trickv p i n placet n en ts, a n d three-inch 

rough border ing the fa i rways a nd cover-

ing the first 150 yards o f each hole. T h e 

course record at the five-year-old c l u b is 

a two-under 33 for n ine a n d three under1 

67 (33-34) for 18. ( 

The beau ty of the scenic course is not J 
marred by the l ight ing . Al l w i r i ng is un-

derg round and lite wood poles b lend in 

Well w i t h the surround ings . The flood- . 

l ights are a imed d o w n the fa i rway, out o f 

the golfer's eyes a nd w i th their cast a lum-

i n u m backs absorb ing any wi ld shots. 

There is n o b u g p rob lem. 




