
That's what owners of MODERN lawn-
mower sharpeners in garden stores through-
out the country tell us they average. Many 
tell us the MODERN sharpener has paid 
for itself several times over the first year. 
No Need to Remove the Reel 
Sharpen the bedknife and the reel in the 
mower with a MODERN sharpener. It's 
simple to operate. The entire mower raises 
easily to the proper height. A single hand 
lever brings the reel and bedknife into 
position . . . ready for sharpening. 

• Precision Results • 
The MODERN sharpener precision grinds 
to tolerances of 1/1000 in. or better. That's 
equal to splitting a human hair 3 ways! 

A Model for Any Mower 
There's a MODERN sharpener to handle 
any job . . . including mowers with blades 
up to 53 inches wide. With the optional 
Rotary Blade Holder, you can sharpen and 
balance rotary blades, too. Other attach-
ments available for sharpening planer 
blades, jointer knives, ice skates, and scis-
sors . . . all on the same machine. 

Send for FREE Literature and Prices 
| F O L E Y M a n u f a c t u r i n g C o m p a n y 

3451-5 N . E . 5 t h S t . , M i n n e a p o l i s 1 8 , M i n n . 
j Please send folder and information on Modern 
J Lawn Mower S h a r p e n e r . 
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City Not Immune When 
Negligence Is Involved 

By W I L L I A M J A B I N E 

The question of whether a city which 
provides a restaurant in the clubhouse of 
its municipal golf course is acting in a gov-
ernmental or proprietary capacity was an-
swered in a qualified manner recently by 
the supreme court of the state of Wash-
ington. The high court reversed a decision 
of the superior court, King County, which 
had dismissed the complaint on the ground 
that the city was exercising a governmen-
tal function and so was immune under the 
doctrine of governmental immunity. The 
supreme court ruled that the plaintiff's 
complaint contained allegations sufficient-
ly broad to permit evidence which would 
show that the city was performing a pro-
prietary function in providing the restau-
rant facilities, even though the restaurant 
was leased to a private operator. 

The supreme court's opinion described 
the event that resulted in the lawsuit by 
quoting the allegations of the plaintiff's 
complaint as follows: "The plaintiff (ap-
pellant), Earl A. Lightner, brought actions 
against the defendants (respondents), Neil 
Balow and the city of Seattle, to recover 
for personal injuries sustained when he 
slipped and fell in the restaurant portion 
of a clubhouse located on the premises of 
the Jefferson Municipal GC in Seattle. 

Defendants Negligent 
"On the ninth day of April, 1960, at 

about 3 p.m., the plaintiff entered the 
restaurant portion of the said clubhouse 
as a business invitee. Upon entering the 
dining room portion of the said restaurant 
he slipped and fell, twisting and wrench-
ing his back and spine and striking the 
back portion of his head upon the floor. 
The plaintiff's fall was caused by the 
negligence of the defendants. They per-
mitted the surface of the floor to be in 
an extremely slippery and dangerous con-
dition without any signs or warnings when 
the same could and should have been 
placed upon said premises. They failed to 
provide any anti-skid ingredient, surfac-
ing, or other material when the same could 
and should have been provided in the 
ordinary care and operation of said prem-
ises." 

In ruling that the trial court should not 
have dismissed the complaint against the 
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Dependable Batteries For 
Almost Half-A-Century 

city of Seattle on the ground that the city 
was performing a governmental function 
in providing restaurant facilities for golf-
ers, the supreme court said in part: 
"Whether the city is immune from liability 
against this asserted claim depends upon 
whether its operation of the activities con-
stituted a proprietary or governmental 
function. 

Operation Proprietary 
"The allegations in the plaintiff's com-

plaint are sufficiently broad to permit 
evidence of a state of facts which would 
prove that the operation was a proprietary 
rather than a governmental function. The 
plaintiff, under his pleadings, is entitled to 
introduce evidence on this issue and the 
trial court, therefore, erred in holding the 
operations of the activities in question was 
a governmental function prior to the con-
sideration of the evidence essential to such 
a determination." 

One justice concurred in the reversal 
but contended that in Washington the 
sovereign immunity of municipal cor-
porations has been abrogated by statute, 
thus making the question of the exact na-
ture of the function unimportant. (Light-
ner v. Balow, 370 P.2nd 982.) 

P a r 3 H a s B i g D r a w 
(Continued from page 74) 

trie 1,000-watt mercury floodlights: 103 
on the Par-3, 18 on the driving range, 3 
on the putting green and 2 on the chip-
ping area. On the miniature, 15 filament 
units are mounted on low poles. Alma 
officials report there is no glare, no un-
usual presence of bugs and balls can be 
clearly sighted at all times. 

Maintenance Cost Offset 
Alma's initial cost for mercury lumi-

naires was four times more than what 
would have been required for filament 
units. However, since its season is con-
siderably longer than average, the much 
lower operating and maintenance cost of 
mercury will quickly offset the higher ini-
tial cost. 

Lighting details show that the lumi-
naires are spaced about 25 yards apart 
and mounted atop 40-foot poles. Poles 
carry from one to four luminaires aimed 
in different directions and to different 
areas to minimize expenses for poles and 
their installation. 

Golf at night has received increasing 
attention as it has moved from miniature 
course to pitch-and-putt and, within the 




