
GPAU'S ANSWERS 
TO TUPF QUEST!ONS 

BY FRED V. GRAU 

Accuracy Doesn't Mean 
Just Coming Close 

It wou ld seem that the word, Accuracy, 

hardly needs fur ther definition. Webster 

describes it as "freedom from mistake; 

precision; exactness". It seems appropriate 

lo quote from an anonymous phi losopher 

who said: 

• History is the study of man's successes 

and failures, bu t pay closest attention to 

man's failures — you will learn more 

f rom then). 

• Always try to learn from the mistakes of 

others. You haven't got t ime to make 

them all yourself. 

Were it not for the accuracy of mod-

e m timepieces our systems of appoint-

ments, transportation timetables, radio and 

television schedules and other facets of 

our daily l iving wou l d become hopelessly 

snarled. Consider too, the importance of 

the accuracy of the stopwatch in determ-

in ing the outcome of races of men , horses 

and vehicles. 

Edi tor B lames the Printer 

Anyone who has ever been in the pub-

lishing game knows what it is to l ive in 

constant agoniz ing dread of the uncon-

scious, inevitable mistakes that crop u p 

on tin1 printed page. Gremlins mostly get 

the blame. Sometimes they are simply the 

result of temporary lack of discipl ine on 

the part <>l the proofreaders or others. A t 

t imes one suspects that they might he the 

result of just not knowing the score. 

The story is told concerning a famt lv 

by the name of O 'Ho ra , members of wh i ch 

regularly are in the news. For years thev 

have been patiently correcting reporters 

and editors who insist upon spelling their 

n a m e O 'Hara . It is still going on. 

This Takes Some Explanations 

It is unbel ievable what hotel clerks 

can do with the simple name " G r a u " . 

U p o n leaving the office it is customary 

to leave with the secretary my itinerary 

and the names of hotels where I'll stay. 

Fami ly relations become strained when 

Mrs. G rau tries to relay a long distance 

call and is advised that her husband is 

not registered. At long last, after visions 

o f chicanery have been dispelled, the 

hotel discovers a guest by the name of 

Cran , Gray , Graul , Grace — all l iving 

at my home — every name b u t the right 

one. 

Pity the poor girl w h o was the unwit-

ting victim of a wrong telephone number 

printed on hundreds of business cards 

that were rather widely distributed. Pa-

tiently she wou ld explain, "No , I 'm not 

Kill. Bill doesn't live here. No . I don't 

know w h o Hill is. I 'm not even married." 

Accuracy in the manufacture of clubs 

ancf balls 1 IBS contributed immeasurably 

to the game of golf. The necessity for 

close tolerances in produc ing equ ipment 

is so apparent as to need no further com-

ment . l! has become obvious that anv 

lack of accuracy in the game, especially in 

the put t ing department, can be attributed 

principally to the h u m a n factor. 

It Applies to Mowers 

Wi thou t extreme accuracy in the ad-

justment of greenmowers it would not 

be possible to make the foregoing state-

ment with any degree of accuracy. Tech-

niques have been developed which permit 

supts. to produce smooth, true putt ing sur-

faces whieh permit o f perfectly predictable 

results from a stroked putt , given the 

ability to measure the input of forces de-

rived from human sources. 

The modern miracle of perfection in 

playing surfaces is the result of manv 

forces act ing in harmony under skilled 

direction, Responsibility lies in the inte-

gration of a connected'series of accurate 

decisions and actions in a complex, dy-
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Sa les a n d G o l f e r R e l a t i o n s P l a n 
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BECAUSE -
GOLF ING ' s PRO-conscious presentat ion 
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busiest months of the year , when the 
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Turf Dates 
Feb . 6-15 - 34 th G C S A Internat iona l 

conference a nd show, E l Cortez Ho te l , 

San D i ego 

Feb . 18-21 - Penn State U . turf confer-

ence Universi ty Park, Pa. 

Feb . 21-22 - M i nneso t a C C S A confer-

ence, Minneapol is 

Feb . 25-28 - Cornel l U . , Statler Ha l l , 

I t haca , N . Y. 

Mar . 4-6 — Midwes t Regiona l turf con-

ference, Pu rdue U. , Lafayet te , Ind. 

Ma r . 7-8 — U . of Massachusetts turf 

conference, Amherst , Mass, 

M a r . 12-14 — Turfgrass short course, 

I owa State U., Ames. 

Ma r . 21-22 - M i c h i g a n Turfgrass Con-

ference, M ich . State U. , East Lans ing . 

M a r . 27-2t) — Ontar io Agricul tural Col-

lege, Gue l p h . 

n am i c biological system. T h e supt. mus t 

interpret scientific f i nd ings in the l ight 

of his experiences a nd his knowledge of 

course condit ions. Invo lved are machines, 

grasses, fertilizers, insects, diseases, chem-

icals a n d people. Mistakes happen , of 

course, bu t m u c h less f requent ly than one 

w o u l d expect. 

O n e Part Per M i l l i on 

Some chemicals are so potent that the 

d i f ference oi a few parts per mi l l ion can 

mean the difference between perfection 

and just another job . Others, too, may 

have d i f f icu l ty v isua l i z ing I ppm . (one 

part per mi l l ion) . I n other terms I p p m 

is: 

one square foot in 200 pu t t i ng greens; 

one needle in a haystack o f one ton (not 

precise); 

one m i n u t e i n 2 years (approximate) ; 

one p i n t in 625 p o w e r sprayers wi th 

200-gal Ion tanks. 

Accuracy in deve lop ing correct dilu-

tions is of little consequence if other 

measurements have a lesser degree of ac-

curacy. Mater ia ls often are reported to 

have fa i led . Invest igat ion reveals that the 

specif ied quant i ty had been app l i ed to 

an area half again larger. For some un-

known reason there seems to be a re-

luctance to measure turfgrass areas accu-

rately. Quest ions abou t the fa i rway acre-

age may get the reply, "1 really don ' t 

k n o w for sure but I th ink it is abou t 25 

acres." Ac t u a l measurement may reveal 

(5 acres of fa irway turf. Manufacturer 's 

recommenda t ions for rates imp l y effective 

per formance when app l i ed as specif ied! 



AT LONG LAST THE 
combination 

TOP DRESSER-SPIKER 

This m a c h i n e w i l l t opd ress 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 sq. f t . 
\ o f p u t t i n g su r face in o n e 10 hr. d a y . A l l 

I me ta l - e l ec t r i c w e l d e d . Four r u b b e r t i res 
• I o n d t w o sp l i t r e a r ro l l e rs . S o l d t h r o u g h 

d e a l e r s o n l y . See y o u r l o c a l d e a l e r o r 
w r i t e : 

< PfttetlI applied for) 

Fraser Top Dresser-
Spiker 

12 C e n t e r S t ree t 
T rave le rs Rest, S, C , 

PLANTER 
W i l l spike a o d t o p d r e s s in o n e o p e r a t i o n . 
A l so an i d e a l s t o l o n p l a n t e r . 

Dressing Capacity 4 eu. ft. 
3 Foot Spread 

POWER DRIVEN 
3 Horse, 4 C y c l e M o t o r 

M a n y are t h e cases where the produc t 

was b l amed instead o f inaccuracy o f ap-

pl icat ion. 

Jesse. D e F r a n c e used to ma i n t a i n an 

area o f pu t t i ng tur f at R h o d e I s l and that 

measured precisely 1,000 square feet. 

Visitor's guesses as to t h e area invo lved 

soared to 2 ,500 sq. ft. and d r o p p e d as 

l ow as 500. Tru ly , the eye can deceive, 

N Sources I m p o r t a n t 

Part <jf ou r concep t of Accuracy invo lves 

tel l ing the who l e truth , not just par t o f it. 

There are m ixed fertilizers on the market 

that conta in "xx per cent o rgan i c nitro-

gen" , Par t comes from inorganics, par t 

f rom na tura l organics, part f rom dry urea-

forms. O n l y w h e n it is k n o w n h o w m u c h 

N each source contr ibutes is it poss ib le 

for the supt. to eva lua te a nd to use the 

product proper ly a nd intel l igent ly. 

Al l l abe l led chemica ls mus t carry a 

s ta tement of the percentage of act ive in-

gredient , I t w a s not a lways thus. O n l y 

thru concerted ac t ion was this accom-

pl ished. The seed industry has h ad its 

momen t s also. W h e n Mer i on b luegrass 

c a m e on the ma r ke t there was a scramb le 

to market " M e r i o n Mix tures" and to cap-

ital ize on the free publ ic i ty . There w a s 

no t h i ng i l legal or dishonest about sel l ing 

a mixture wh ich , accord ing to the label , 

"Con t a i n s Me r i o n b luegrass" but the 2 . 

per cen t that some of t h e m conta ined d i d 

no t h i ng to p roduce repeat customers. 

M o r e than 30 years ago we were im-

pressed wi th the need for accuracy in 

d iagnos ing turfgrass troubles. Several per-

sistent attacks of do l l a rspo t " were dosed 

w i th every remedy in the book (and some 

that were not in the book ) on ly t o have 

supts. learn , sadly a nd m u c h later, that 

the grass was be ing eaten al ive by sod 

w e b worms . More c o m m o n today is t h e 

diagnosis of d rough t for n i t rogen starva-

t ion, M u c h like the "dollarspot-sod web-

w o r m " mix up , the symp toms are similar. 

W a t e r mistakenly app l i ed to correct a ni-

trogen def ic iency only makes il worse. 

W i n t e r P l a y D i l e m m a 

Q, Kach fall when we close our club, 1 
have the supl, remove the cups frnm greens 
and use temporary greens, Wc treat for snow-
mold, etc., just before the supt. Is through for 
[he season. 

Complaints come rolling in from members, 
other post-sensun player! and hundred* of col-
lege Lids svho play many rounds after we 
close free of charge, I he board doesn't think I 




