
10
Questions Most
Frequently Asked
about Greenmowers
(at the GCSA turf show)

By VERNE C. FISH
Product Manager, Institutional Equipment

Toro Manufacturing, Corp.

The first question most commonly ask-
ed about greenmowers at the GCSA

show was, "What's new?" It is very evi-
dent that the proper care and mainten-

f,"fanceof greens is the most difficult and
~most time consuming portion of a supt's
job. As a result, the latest innovation for
greens maintenance is of primary interest
to a supt. The addition of a new feature or
a new principle, or anything which might
be developed for either making the greens
easier to care for or produce better re-
sults, is of primary interest.

The second most commonly asked ques-
tion was, "What's better about your ma-
chine than Brand X?". It is apparent that
not only is the introduction of new fea-
tures important but this question shows
a definite, comparative analysis is being
made by the supt. between various makes
of greenmowers. Generally speaking, a
supt. will try to "get all the facts" on a
particular unit and then go on to the next
manufacturer and again try to learn all
of the advantages of his machine. In the
end the supt. compares features, the ad-
vantages, and performance of each of the
machines to make a more intelligent
choice.

The third question asked was, "What
about thatch control?". Again, proper con-
trol of specific green problems is of prim-
ary interest. Apparently with the introduc-
tion of hybrid and very vigorous grasses
being introduced for greens, the problem
of controlling thatch is of primary consid-
eration. The whole story of various mo-
dels of brushes, combs, and "scuffing
type" rollers is of great interest in this
regard. The mower offering the highest
degree of flexibility in this regard has
the advantage.

4. "Why skids?" In this particular toro

iH

unit, the Greensmaster utilizes front skids
instead of rollers to support the cutting
unit. This is relatively new. Merely ex-
plaining the existence of skids usually is
not enough. The actual mowing results
and the results on the green have to be
explained. An actual demonstration or a
trial period of use is usually suggested in
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it's not the original price.

order to show the results, in short
prove itl

5. What does "Free Floating" mean?
The Greensmaster has the unique feature
of a free floating or independent cutting
unit. This allows the cutting unit to be
completely independent from the influ-
ences of engines, operator and weight of
the grass clippings and driving mechan-
ism of the machine. The theory and prac-
tice of this design has to be explained
fully.

6. "Operator ease and convenience?"
The consideration of the supt. for the ease

(Continued on page 126)
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perfect answer
for

SCORECARDS
a Ask

• Size: 11~" x 10" X 3".
• Machined from heavy gauge steel.
• Self.closing cover on piano hinge.
• Rust·proof enamel finish.
• Tight, weatherproof construction.
• Threaded pipe flange for easy mounting.
• Holds 300 men's, 300 ladies' cards, 2 gross pencils.

This SCORECARD BOX® is a brand new ideo in golfing convenience ... keeps scorecards and
plenty of pencils handy right on the tee. Speeds ploy on busy days becousa golfers help them-
selves. Put one of these bright red and yellow reminders on the 1st and lOtij tees - and per-
haps on the 2nd for "forgetters." ~

frees pra and his helpers of scorecard bother ... a minute to fill, no mointenqnce ..• Easy to
install - screw threaded flange into 2-inch pipe and lock with cotter pin. Originally designed
by Harold Seig, pro at the Golden Valley Golf Club, Minneapolis, Minn. Now available to you.

5912 West 59th Street
A AND C SALES COMPANY DEALER
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men and women so that they can rejoin
society as good citizens.

How About Russia
The other course that I am eager to

design is in the U. S. S. R. Not long ago
our former ambassador to the Soviet
Union, Llewelyn Thompson, said that he
would return to that post only if there
was a course to play. I think the Russians
won't go on neglecting golf.

Go1f, with its appeal to the aesthetic, the
skilled, the person of means and to the
person of average income, is our nation's
most satisfying sport. It is also a profitable
enterprise for those who approach it with
the demand that it pay its way. With
recreational areas in our nation shrinking,
I believe that it is time that those who
are interested in keeping the sport alive,
work to provide more courses. This re-
quires long-range planning. I'm sure that
most of the people in our profession are
ready to meet that challenge.

The 1963 schedule of the Chicago Dis-
trict GA which starts May 1 and runs
through October includes more than 200
dates.
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10 Questions on Mowers
(Continued from page 84)

and convenience of his operators of a mow-
er is important. The supt. is primarily
concerned with the cutting results on his
greens, but the operator, too, receives
some consideration.

7. «Speed of mowing and transport?"
Getting the job done fast in a minimum
amount of time and the resulting econo-
mies are of concern. Often times we are
asked, "Isn't it more economical to have
one or two extra mowers?". This type of
thinking shows a thorough understand-
ing of the problems of greens and appre-
ciation, too, of the problems of mow-
ing before the golfers come out to the
course.

8. "Where's the differential?" The par-
ticular design of the Greensmaster incor-
porates a fully enclosed gear train and
differential drive system. As a result, the
unit has no chains and sprockets or bear-
ings which are exposed to undue wear to
dirt and foreign material. This shows a
certain amount of understanding and
some appreciation for compact and sound
engineering principles on the part of the
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America's Finest Go'f Car Battery
THE, ELECTROMATIC 195
* MORE DISTANCE

• Longer Life

* MORE DISTANCE
• Heavier Weight

* MORE DISTANCE
• Thicker Plates

* MORE DISTANCE
• Glass Insulation

* MORE DISTANCE
• % Turn Caps

* MORE DISTANCE
• Less Corrosion

* MORE DISTANCE
• Less Water Consumption

A TRUE 195 AMP HOUR BATTERY
CONTAINING MORE LEAD AND

ACTIVE MATERIAL!
Designed exclusively for golf car use.
Greater Distance - longer life.

NOT A MASS PRODUCTION BATTERY
Manufactured under a slow, controlled
process by specialists in the mobile
power field. 24 MONTH WARRANTY.

For that EXTRA 5 OR 6 HOLES PER CHARGE
BUY THE BEST - ELECTROMATIC 195.

LIST PRICE $56.95 EACH; SPECIAL
WHOLESALE PRICE TO PROS & CLUBS
$20.00 EACH.

Same price for automotive terminals or wing nuts.

H. COSTER ELECTRIC CAR SALES & SERVICE
P. O. BOX 40083, INDIANAPOLIS 40, INDIANA • TELEPHONE: FL 6-6388

Warehouse - Indiana State Fairgrounds

supt. A supt. is not just a manager of men
and a purchaser of equipment, but is an
equipment and mechancial expert.

9. «What about maintenance require-
ments?" This question, too, shows a great
appreciation and awareness of the me-
chancial aspects of operating equipment.
Supts. are becoming aware that the ori-
ginal purchase price of a piece of equip-
ment is not the criteria of economy. The
cost of keeping equipment running, as
well as the number of hours of "down
time", are important considerations.

10. "What about grass catcher durabili-
ty?" This shows an even closer analyza-
tion of the component parts of a particular
mowing machine with an eye toward dura-
bility and longevity. The supt. has an in-
creasing appreciation of the abuse and
usage which his equipment is exposed to
during its life span.

Rutgers Field Days
The Rutgers University turf field days

are scheduled for Aug. 7-8 at the College
of Agriculture in New Brunswick, N. J.
Ralph E. Engel, professor in turf manage-
ment, again is in charge of the two-day
program.
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Temperament in Fitting
(Continued from page 82)

As for flexibility of shaft and club
weight, these things aren't as confusing
or complex as many of us make them
out to be. In many cases, these factors
actually come down to the temperament
of the person with whom you are deal-
ing. A strong, .muscular person naturally
should be considered for a firm, possibly
even stiff shaft, with club weight on the
heavy side. The slight person, of course,
probably should be fitted with a quite
flexible shaft and a light to medium
weight club.

Nervous or Deliberate Type?
But don't accept this as the final word.

Over the years I have taken a fitting cue
from the customer's manner of speech
and, to a lesser degree, his actions or ap-
parent temperament. If he is a fast talker
and something of a nervous typ , he is
sure to be a fast swinger. For such a per-
son, I recommend a club with a shaft
that is not too whippy and overall weight
that is on the heavy side. You have to do
something with a person like this to get
him slowed down. The same kind of
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