
were a common ordinary strain. 
W e can look forward to having more 

reliable specifications for mixing soil and 
soil amendments for non-compaction, 
heavy traffic-hearing, excellent porosity 
and drainage, and good water and nutri-
ent retention. Combinations of the proper 
materials in correct proportions, wedded 
to insoluble, non-leaching nutrients, will 
give us the perfection we have sought for 
these many years, 

e « o q * 

Aerifying Benefits 
0 . I have been aer i fy ing m y greens for the 

past three years with a m a c h i n e that p u n c h e s 
about holes to the sq. ft . I know from ex-
per ience that this p r a c t i c e is very b e n e f i c i a l 
hut will you give some good technica l reasons 
why this is true. I want to pass t h e m on t o 
my m e m b e r s when they ask about i t ? — f P e n n -
sylvania ) 

A. Put t ing greens, to b e sat is factory, must 
b e i rr igated f r e q u e n t l y and the soil must be 
kept moist . In this condi t ion , under h e a v y foo t 
t ra f f i c , soils b e c o m e c o m p a c t e d . C o m p a c t e d 
si ills ;ire starved for oxygen. O x y g e n is utterly 
essential for act ivi ty of micro-organisms Upon 
w h i c h most fert i l izers depend in order that they 
m a y b e c o m e ava i lab le . In the a b s e n c e o f oxy-
gen , there is no bac te r ia l act ivity and many 
good fert i l izers ac tual ly can b e c o m e poisonous 
to the grass b e c a u s e certain compounds are 
formed in the a b s e n c e of oxygen that wil l kill 
grass in a short t ime. 

Addit ional benef i t s c o m e in tbe fact that less 
water needs to he applied to the greens. T h e 
witter that is appl ied is m o r e e f f i c ient s ince 
it is a b s o r b e d into the soil. C o m p a c t soils ah-
sorb water with great d i f f i cul ty . A n o t h e r rea-
son is that the fert i l izer that is applied is al-
lowed to get into the root zone where it can t ie 
t h e m o s t e f fec t ive . 

This Zoysia Is Outstanding 
Q . Several years ago s o m e o n e planted some 

zoysia oo our course . No one seems to know 
what k ind il is but the m e m b e r s not i ce and l ike 
it. W e have given it n o at tent ion aside from 
routine m o w i n g with fa i rway m o w e r s . T h e turf 
is outstanding b e c a u s e it is w e e d f r e e , but it 
looks hungry at t imes . No o n e seems to carc 
that it loses its green co lor at the end of t h e 
golf season. W h a t are your suggest ions for im-
proving our zoysia and for spreading it o v e r 
the c o u r s e ? — ( V i r g i n i a ) 

A. F r o m what you say, your zoysia n e e d s 
nothing m u c h except oncc-a-year ferti l ization to 
yield 4 to 5 lbs. of ni trogen to 1 , 0 0 0 sq. f t . 
A 2 - 1 - 1 or 3 - 1 - 1 rat io fert i l izer will serve wel l , 
especia l ly if most o f t h e nitrogen is insoluble. 
T h e bes t t ime for applying fert i l izer is a t t h e 
start o f the growing season. Split appl icat ions 
( spr ing and late s u m m e r ) also m a y b e m a d e if 
desired. W e l l fed zoysia will hold its green 
co lor late into the fall . 

Writing in the Turfgrass Adviser, pub-
lished by tbe University of California's ag-
ricultural extension service, Milton Fire-
man and Albert W . Marsh, who are con-
nected with the bureau, warn Utrlmen to 
beware of products of questionable value. 
They point out that equipment and sup-
plies, often overpriced and not designed 
or formulated to do the jobs they are pur-
ported to do, sometimes are sold by per-
sons who basically are honest but prob-
ably too enthusiastic about their merits. 
Usually, these salesmen are long on scien-
tific jargon in which the benefits prom-
ised are products of pure fancy, but they 
can't back up their claims. 

According to Fireman and March, any 
product should be regarded with suspi-
cion if any of these claims arc made for it: 

ft has a secret part or contains an un-
known ingredient; 

It operates or acts on a newly discov-
ered, secret principle; 

It is so new that scientists haven't yet 
heard about it; 

Use of the product gives many benefi-
cial extra dividends, all desirable, but 
clothed in mysterious language; 

Benefits claims are supported hv large 
numbers of testimonials - all unsolicited, 
of course. 

Zoysia b e n e f i t s from c lose , regular m o w i n g . 
A he ight o f 15 in. on tees and ?! in. on fa i rways 
is approved. M u c h zoysia turf is ruined b y 
mowing t o o h igh and not cut t ing often enough . 

W h e n drought is so prolonged that zoysia 
torf starts to cur l and wil t , it will respond 
q u i c k l y to a good d e e p soaking. F o r t h e most 
part , wel l - fert i l ized zoysia turf can provide ex-
ce l lent playing turf with l i t t le or no irr igation 
except in arid regions. F o r non-irr igated courses 
it has a p l a c e within its region of adaptat ion . 

Several methods are useful for spreading your 
zoysia t u r f : P lugging - 4 - in . plugs m a y b e set 
any t ime of the year t h a t soil is w o r k a b l e ; 
Sodding — Strips o f sod m a y b e c u t ao d re-
la id ; Sprigs — E x c e l l e n t sprigs can b e harvested 
all during the growing season at week ly inter-
vals by operat ing an Aero-thatch, or similar 
m a c h i n e to full depth . E a c h t ime it is used it 
should b e operated in a di f ferent direct ion. T h e 
playing qual i ty o f the turf will remain good — 
improved, in fac t . Harvested sprigs c a n b e 
p l a n t e d in a p r e p a r e d nursery area for the 
production of addit ional sod or they may be 
sprig-planted during the w a r m season direct ly 
into fa i rways . 


