
Above) Pro George Zimmerman of Cottonwood C C 
ond Marcheta Moorman, daughter of the course 
architect, discuss clubs. Paneling is from trees felled 
durntg construction, (Below) Bill Most (I) built 
Carlton Oaks and Charley Riizo is the pro there. 

A Break for 
San Diego's 
Fee Players 

The City of San Diego Is Adding 
First Class Courses As Port of 
Its Recreational Program and is 
Tofting the Congestion Out of Golf 

The Response: 168,000 Rounds Were 
Played at a Single Course in '61 
. . . and Money's Pouring into the 
City's General Fund 

BY HOWARD HAGEN 
San Diego Union Gait Writer 

TDublic course golfers are getting a break 
iti San Diego County. 

They are playing on new, spectacular, 
tree-dotted layout that is nicer than most 
private courses In the area. They can 
choose two seaside courses or several in-
land layouts of equal beauty and interest. 
There's no difficulty getting on them, even 
on weekends. 

Newest, and perhaps the prettiest of the 
county's fee layouts is Cottonwood CC, 
ahout 16 miles east of Sail Diego. 

It's a spectacular course with 3,000 cot-
tonwood and sycamore trees. The main 
course has the county's only par 73 and 
there also is an adjoining nine-hole lay-
out. 

It took President Bud Sears and archi-
tect and vice president Spud Moorman, 
only 1 Vi years to build them, and the first 
four months were needed for clearing the 
river bottom land. Scars figures the course 
was constructed at less than half of the 
cost of must courses becausc all the work 
was done by their own crews and ma-
chinery. 

There are 2 3 people on the Cotton-
wood payroll. Pros Cliff Craudall, Lynn 
Meyers and Ceorgc Zimmerman are kept 
busy in the new pro shop, which uses 
attractive wood from the coursc for panel-
ing. 

Favors Huge Tees 
In the first month of operation, Cotton-

wood averaged 190 players a day. Says 
Sears: "If properly run, I'm convinced 
public courses can be a real paying propo-



sition. We have stressed flexibility in our 
design. Because of huge tees and greens 
our yardage can vary by ] .000 yards. I 
can't stress enough the importance of 
building huge tees, from the standpoint 
of maintenance and golf as well. 

"Our players also appreciate the fact 
we have virtually no parallel fairways. 
This helps speed play. Our foursomes 
never take more than AVt. hours to get 
around, and some of them are under four 
hours." 

Cottonwood, like tlie other San Diego 
County courses, is a year-round operation. 
The maintenance people mow continually 
and water every night. 

Nearly 30 miles away from Cottonwood, 
on a bluff overlooking the Pacific Ocean, 
are the hvo regulation Torrey Pines links 
operated by the City of San Diego. 

Shooting For the Open 
On the order of Pebble Beach, they have 

spectacular vistas. T h e North course is 
routine but the South is perhaps the most 
difficult in the County. San Diego has in-

(Continued on page 76) 

Touch of Beauty . . , 

Pro frank ftodia is teen amid colorful displays of 
Torrey Pines shop. (Inset) Stum pi from native trees 

ore used for showing etubs a» Cottonwood, 

Broken branch frames ten ot Cottonwood ond 
brook there ii rock bound. 



Rainmaster 
Cuts C o s t s 
Most, i r 
Specialized 
Automatic 
Sprinkling for Golf. 

r ^ fainnwter 

MOODY S P R I N K L E R COMPANY, INC. 
5449 North Peck Road, Arcadia, Calif. 

Leovet are everybody'* problemt For fait , 
efficient removal of debrii, ond wo! or dry 
leavei w»« o towed B-25 Mulch-Vac which 
con cover more area more efficiently than 
men uting other methods The debrii will be 
collected by the Mulch-Vac, mulched, ond 
then deposited in a four cubic yard cage 
attachment If detired, leaves con be vac-
uumed, mulched and then automatically re* 
»pre ad a i natural fertiliser. 

G O O D R O A D S M A C H I N E R Y 
CORPORATION • MINERVA, OHIO 

Also~-5naw Plows, Ice Control 
S p r e e d e r i and Chip Spreader* 

g o o d R O A o s M U L C H - V A C S W E E P E R 

San Diego Mimy Courses 
(Con tin ueel from page 26) 

Vited the USCA to hold the U.S. Open 
there in 1965 or 1967, and the California 
Public Links week-long tournament will 
be held at Torrey Pines South this month. 

There are 25 employes, including 19 in 
maintenance, at Torrey Pines. Mowing and 
watering also are continuous here. No 
reservations are required to play on week-
days; reservations are made each Monday 
and Tuesday for the following Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Even so, about 25 per cent of the Week-
end starting times are kept open so sin-
gles and doubles have little trouble get-
ting on. This fact is not lost on many 
golfers who come down from Los Ange-
les and outlying cities to play San Diego's 
fee courses. 

Private Firm Builds Clubhouse 
A private concern is building a new 

clubhouse and 7 0 motel units at Torrey 
Pines and expects to have them completed 
by the middle of the month. All players 
will have access to the clubhouse, Olympic-
size pool and other facilities. 

In its first five years of operation, Tor-
rey Pines bad 618,023 paid rounds and 
more than $1 million was turned over to 
the City of San Diego's general fund. 

Veteran pro Frank Rodia, who has held 
both private and fee course positions, 
heads Torrey Pines' five-pro staff. Says 
Rodia: 

"Fee courses get heavier play, but I've 
found they spend less than private club 
players for pro shop goods on a per capita 
basis, Where I sell a $19.95 sweater here, 
it may have been a $60 one in a private 
club. In the old days we didn't sell clothes 
in our shops, Tbe pros were elubmakers. 
teachers and club sellers, and also had 
to know something about greenkeeping. 

C o m p e t i n g with D o w n t o w n 
"I believe pro shop people can sell at 

the same price as downtown sporting 
goods stores and still make a profit. 
There's this difference, too: A fellow buys 
a set of clubs downtown, uses it five or 
six times and wants to trade it in. The 
downtown people usually don't take trade-
ins. We pros should stress the advantages 
of dealing with tbe pro shops. If tbe guy 
had been fitted properly for clubs, he 
wouldn't be wanting to trade them in 
so soon. And I want to stress there's noth-
ing sold downtown we can't sell at the 
same pricc for the same profit." 



Cut Sharpening Costs! 
The Municipal (downtown) course is 

one of San Diego's oldest layouts. It lias 
27 holes and gets steady plav with about 
the same reservation setup as Torrey Pines. 

Head pro Harry McCarthy's shop re-
cently was enlarged and beautified. Mc-
Carthy says, "We have added 300 feet 
to the shop and believe business will im-
prove correspondingly. We have four new 
showcases and the lighting has been im-
proved." McCarthy gives about 150 les-
sons a year besides overseeing the shop. 

Green Fee Gross $200,000 
Muni had 163,800 paid rounds for the 

fiscal year ending June 30, 1961, and the 
current fiscal year should he about the 
same. Green fees grossed $200,000 in the 
1961 fiscal year. Maintenance is handled 
by 13 men, fairways arc mowed twice 
weekly (the greens three times a week). 
Patrolling is a problem, though, because 
the course, situated in the middle of town, 
is not fenced. Twenty-five people, not 
counting the leased restaurant operation 
employees, operate Muni, 

Carlton Oaks Country Club: in Santee, 
a San Diego suburb, is another links re-
cently opened to public plav. It's owned 
by bill Mast, Los Angeles developer. 
Charlie Rizzo is head pro. 

It's a river-bottom layout cut out of 
brush and tall trees, and on the order of 
Cottonwood, offers many excellent shots. 
As at Cottonwood, the architect has made 
good use of existing trees in building a 
challenging layout. 

Clubhouses on Boards 

Carlton Oaks has a par 72, lots of dog-
legs and some spectacular water shots. 
Cottonwood and Carlton Oaks have club-
houses on the drawing hoards. Carlton 
Oaks eventually may revert to private 
status. 

In addition to the courses named, San 
Diego County has four other public 
courses and four public pitch-putt places 

I sua 
game, 
where the fee player can sharpen his 

A new $750,000 Par 58 public course 
is under construction in Mission Bay, and 
another course of that length will be built 
soon by Sam Snead and associates in tlie 
northern section of the city, 

There also are six "semi-public" courses 
where the fee player usually can get on; 
seven private courses, where fee players 
often are guests of members, and two reg-
ulation and two short courses restricted 
to San Diego's many service people, active 
and retired. 

PAWSf $P£C/AC$f 
D E L M O N T E 
GREENS RAKE 
For removing runneri and 
dead grais from green* 
Rafee hat fine, stiff wire 
ttfiat. Available with or 
without dolly. 

BALL BRUISE 
R E P A I R E R 
An ingeniou* device for 
rapairtng ball bruitet on 
fine putting greem. Ediy 
to it doe* a iwift 
repair Job during tourn-
ament*. 

oo 

Wrlle Mi to day 

a NEW 

• LIGHTER 
- MORE COMPACT 

• LOWER PRICED 
S i m p l e * " 1 5 0 , " the newest 
portable lapping machine, 

reconditions any hand, power, or gang reel-
type mower with lapping compound , . , 
keeps mowers in lop condition between 
tharpening jobs. Couples to either side of 
mower; gang mowers need not be unhitched. 
Weighs only SO pounds—easily carried ri^ht 
to the ioh G -E Vi hp motor with reversing 
twitch for q u i e t dependable operation. 

Write fodoy for FREE folder. 

The F A T E - R O O T - H E A T H Company 

Dept. G-8 Plymouth, Ohio 
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