Thousands of
people enjoy

Goll
DuPont

Terl Johnson (l) is pro ot the three Wilmington courses and
John long operates the shop at Newark,

By JOSEPH W. DRAGONETTI
Onc of the pioneers in the field of good

employer-employee relations is the
DuPont company. It started to provide
organized golf for employees back in
1920; today it has a $4,250,000 invest-
ment in three 18- and one 9-hole course
in addition to two modern clubhouses.
The company only expects to break even
in its golf operation each year.

The employees themselves run the var-
ious golf programs. The club has 9,350
members and they range from office boys
to the firm’s top executives, according to
Joseph M. Wilson, Jr., mgr. of DuPont
CC, Clayton ]J. Adolph, pres., and Robert
B. Hale, vp, who supplied the writer
with information for this article.

Financialwise, DuPont CC is a corpo-
ration operated by its members. There
are 15 persons on the board, each is
elected for three years, and every year
five new faces are seen on the board.

Members of the board elect officers in
addition to a chmn. and vice chmn. and
the latter, in turn, select their committees
from the membership as a whole.

Jach committee is responsible to the
board for a particular phase of club
operation, A staff of 140 regular em-
p‘uycvs keep the courses and clubhouses
operating, working under a mgr. and
his assistant.

Joe Wilson has been manager at Du-
Pont CC since May, 1960. He previously
served as assistant mgr., and is a veteran
company employee, having worked in the
employee relations dept. prior to assum-
ing fulltime club duties about seven years
ago, He started with DuPont in 1931.
His assistant is Irving L. Lawton, former-
lv a training rep in employee relations.

Club Has Two Pros

The club has two pros who operate on
a subcontractor basis. Sterling (Terl) John-
son runs the pro shop serving the three
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courses adjacent to the Wilmington club-
house. John Long operates the shop at
Newark, about 12 miles from the main
location.

Johnson has been with the DuPont club
for 12 years having
come there from
Plymouth CC, near
Norristown, Pa .,
where he was a pro
for 13 years. Long
came up through
the caddie ranks and
at the age of 16 was
named pro at Pine
Hills, near Milford,
Pa. In 1932 he mov-
over to Glenn Brook
in Stroudsburg and
for the next 23 years
served at several
other clubs. He took the Newark post in
1955.

Two supts. oversee maintenance of the
63 holes. They are Edward Roberts, Jr.,
sec.-treas. of the national GCSA, and
James E. Janis. Clayton Adolph, the club
pres., is employed in the engineering dept.
of the company, and VP Bob Hale works
in the fabrics and finishing dept. Both
have served four years on the country
club board.

An employee of the DuPont Company
is admitted to membership in the club

Joe Wilson

This is the DuPont team that ploys in the Philly
GA Suburban League. It won championship in 1959.
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through board approval of his applica-
tion and payment of an initiation fee. An
employee receives active member status
while those in his family are admitted
as associate members. Only active mem-
bers are eligible to vote on matters af-
fecting the club.
Two Membership Classes

There are two general classes of mem-
bership: unlimited and social. Most of the
4,600 unlimited members are golfers or
tennis players and enjoy the full privileges
of the club at dues of $115 a year. Social
members pay $50 a year and pay addi-
tional fees to play golf, tennis, etc. Ac-
tive members are employees and former
employees who have retired on pensions.

Junior members are resident or non-
resident dependent children of active

Patsy Hohn (1) defeated Mrs. James Hazlett

for Delaware women’s amateur title, Both
are DuPont players,

members, and must be between the ages
of 12 and 22. Persons under 22 who are
regular DuPont employees are classified
as active members. Non-resident members
must live and work outside New Castle
county. However, they are entitled to
unlimited resident membership upon pay-
ment of the established dues.

The club has a direct operating budget
of about $1,100,000 a year. Food and
beverage sales run to about $300,000 a
year. A wide variety of facilities are pro-
vided at the club. In addition to the
courses and tennis courts there are lawn
bowling allevs, indoor and outdoor shuf-
fleboards. The clubhouses have dining
facilities for the use of members and for
private parties. Game rooms and loung-
ing rooms also are available.

(Continued on page 118)
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““NEW'" LEWIS WASHER — Finest
washer on the market today. Can be dual
mounted.

THE ““FORESOM' — Big capacity,
thorough action for use where the traffic
is heaviest,

“BAK-9"" WASHER — By popular de-
mand, here is the economical Lewis
paddle washer back in the line and great-
ly improved.

Data plates available
for all models.

Golf at DuPont
(Continued from page 44)

The club provides complete party and
banquet services. Members may arrange
private affairs from a small dinner or
cocktail party to a wedding reception or
banquet involving as many as 600 peo-
ple. A trained and experienced staft of
people to handle such functions are per-
manent members of the operating per-
sonnel.

Both men and women’s lockerrooms
are located in the main clubhouse at Wil-
mington and in the Louviers Building in
Newark, and are available at an annual
rental. Lounge areas are located in the
Wilmington lockerrooms.

The two 18-hole courses adjacent to
the main clubhouse at Wilmington are
known as the DuPont and the Nemours
courses. The 9-hole course there is known
as the Black Cates. The course at Newark
is called the Louviers Course. The club
also maintains two driving ranges and 3
practice holes.

There is a full program of intra-club
and inter-club go]F activities. The pro
staffs supervise about 18 or 20 tourna-
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CONTAINER DEVELOPMENT CORP. 415 Monroe Street, Watertown, Wis.

"REGULATION" Lewis Line Equipment

HANDY-BINS
Keep maintenance
supplies and parts
orderly and readi
ly available. Send %
for special Handy
Bin and accessory
catalog.

FIBERGLASS FLAGPOLES b
Flexible, lightweight, economical. 5,
6, 7, and 8’ lengths from stock. Up
to 12° on request.

TEE MARKERS

Solid aluminum alloy will
never wear out, Numbers
1 through 18.

B
P T

Shipment within 24 hours
from receipt of order.

ments a year. The courses are open for
play the year round.
Even Foreign Tours

Sixty to seventy events, many combin-
ing educational as well as entertainment
features, are held each season. There
may be an illustrated lecture by a na-
tionally known figure, a college glee club
concert or a lecture on a subject of cur-
rent interest. These are planned to ap-
peal to a cross section of the membership.
The club also sponsors foreign tours for
member groups.

There are many activities for Junior
members. These include golf, tennis and
other entertainment. The Juniors plan
and organize their activities with Senior
members assisting.

A few more details about financing:

As previously stated, the club is ex-
pected to be operated on a break-even
basis. Members assume responsibility for
the total operating expenses of the club
including wages and salaries of employ-
ees, taxes, insurance and depreciation on
furniture, fixtures and mobile equipment.

Dues furnish part of the money to cov-
er expenses. Income from food, beverages
and other activities and services is in-

Golfdom



eadP

After several years in this business we doff
our hats to the golf course superintendents
They deal with beauty. They have to con-
trol the natural beauty and improve and
maintain the man-made beauty. They must
always be on alert. Today Mother Nature

TURF MAINTENANCE IS AN Axl

B.Hayman Co.nxe.
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may be their ally, tomorrow, their deadly
enemy. Greens, tees, fairways must play
their best. B. Hayman people work with
these men constantly, We know their prob-
lems, and they like our advise. Give us a
call when you need help.

NGELES 34
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tended only to defray the operating ex-
penses not covered by dues.

Expected to Pay Way

The DuPont Company provides the
capital for the investment in the per-
manent facilities and assumes the depreci-
ation charges for this investment. If nec-
essary, the company advances interest
free money to the club to pay its bills,
Although the company has made up defi-
cits in the past, this procedure is not
automatic. For the past vear and a half
the club has operated without a deficit.
The board encourages participation by
members in the services provided by the
club to maintain break-even status. A
monthly house organ, “DuPont News and
Activities” helps to keep members in-
formed of the excellent facilities avail-
able at minimum cost, and of future
events.

The first clubhouse was a makeshift
affair which had been contributed by a
gun club group. In 1924, the company
provided a magnificent new clubhouse
at a cost of $106,000. A 9-hole course
was built in 1923 and grew into 18 holes
with the opening of tﬁe new clubhouse
the following year. In 1938, as the mem-
bership grew, another 18-hole course was

120

added. The original course was known
as the “DuPont”, the second us “The
Nemours™.

Fisher First Pro

A colorful Scot, Tommy Fisher, was
the first pro. A woodjoiner and club maker,
by trade, Fisher was one of the nation’s
leading professional soccer players and
coached the sport at Haverford College.
He went to DuPont in 1923 by way of
Aronomink CC and Llanerch CC, both
in the Philadelphia area. Fisher was re-
tired in July 1949, being succeeded by
Terl Johnson. '

In the "20’s when the DuPont club was
organized, the membership totaled 600,
By 1946, this had increased to 3.250.
The old clubhouse had become outmoded
and undersized.

The DuPont Company had extensive
plans for expanding its experimental sta-
tion into a broadened research center.
The 1924 clubhouse and a large section
of the original course fell within the
range of the new research facilities. Con-
sequently, a large adjoining farm was
purchased in 1946 and a new 18-hole
championship course covering 6,700 yards
was built that winter. A new clublouse
was designed.
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Tropicana and Stardust golf cowurse, Las
Vegas, Nev.—Nelson-Rain Bird equipped.

NELSON-
RAIN BIRD

RECOMMENDED

by golf course engineers and
superintendents for i
» performance
» dependability
« versatility

* maintenance

Rotor Pop-Up 41

Look at the record.

equipment is to Nelson-Rain Bird
ing line of its kind in the world! Don't follow the
leader — be a leader: specify Nelson-Rain Bird!

Las Vegas finest — the Tropi-
cana and Stardust golf courses are relying on com-
pletely automatic Rain Bird Rotor Pop-Up systems to
keep them in top condition year 'round. Many country
clubs are replacing present equipment with the Nelson-
Rain Bird line. All across the country, it's the same
story. Definitely, the trend in golf course sprinkling

the fastest grow-

For complete engineering
and design information,
contact your local

Rain Bird Dealer

or write direct to:

IN WEST:

NATIONAL RAIN BIRD SALES

& ENGINEERING CORPORATION

P. O. Box 547, Azusa, California

IN EAST & MIDWEST

RAINY SPRINKLER SALES

609 West Lake Streer, Peoria, Hlinois

The new layout, representing a total
investment of $2,600,000, was opened in
May, 1949. The Georgian colonial club-
house was located between the Nemours
course and the new course, which was
iven the name of “The DuPont”. Nine
oles of the original DuPont course were
salvaged, giving the club a total of 45
holes. In 1955, the 18-hole “Louviers
Course”, near Newark, complete with a
small scale clubhouse, was opened to
further meet the growing golf demand.

Clubhouse Has Many Features

A feature of the main clubhouse is a
combination ballroom and auditorium,
with tall fanned window-doors opening
onto a spacious porch. Below this is a
sundeck and the golf course. The ballroom
balcony is a broad mezzanine, suitable
for private parties. Living quarters for
resid[::nt personnel, and storage space, are
off the mezzanine.

The ground floor, with entrances at
both sides and both ends of the building,
houses the men’s lockerroom, golf and
tennis shops and the grille, where mem-
bers gather informally. In the west wing
of the building is a special game room
for adults.
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Nationally known orchestras are en-
gaged to play for dancing in the main
ballroom. From five to ten such events
may be scheduled in a year. Local or-
chestras also play for weekly dances.

Louviers Is Toughest

Par at the three main courses is 72-71-
36. Par at the Louviers course is 70. The
Louviers course was designed by William
F. Gordon, of Doylestown, Pa. It is prob-
ably the toughest of the DuPont layouts.
Its 6,210 yards from the middle tees can
be extended to 6,573 yards for champion-
ship play. The course was carved out of
hilly terrain with one hole, the 10th,
having a drop of 160 feet in 200 yards.
Many of the llamles are cut through virgin
timber with tantalizing, small water haz-
ards windini through them.

It is not heavily trapped but because
of its design it calls for position shots. It
is one course rated to play tougher than
its par.

The DuPont course was designed by
Alfred H. Tull, Larchmont, N.Y. architect,
who had laid out the older Nemours
course. The DuPont is marked by natural
hazards of water, woodland, and rolling
terrain. It is 6,580 vards with a par of
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A WARREN CREEPING
BENT STOLON
(1) Node, (2) New Roots,
(3) New Bent Plant,

Warnens
CREEPING S.I.o | Ons

BENT

Give you more fine turf per dollar . . .
more nodes per bag . . . only a mini
mum of soil. You pay only for growth
potential . . . save on freight . . . and
get the very finest Bent Grass Stolons.
Unconditionally guaranteed pure in
strain for perfect texture and uniform
color,

Toronto (C15), Cohansey (C7), Wash-
ington (C50), Penniu (10-37-4), Arling-
ton (C-1), Congressional (C-19),

SHIPPED AIR FREIGHT for SAME-DAY
PLANTING anywhere in the NORTH
AMERICAN CONTINENT,

Ask about Warren'Stolons and Warren'
Sod . . . shipped fresh, with our Guar-
antee of Purity and Certificate of Inspec-
tion in each roll.

YWarnen s TURF NURSERY

8402 W. 111th St Polos Park, 11l

Send us details on beautiful, hordy, vigorous
reens, with
Worren'STOLONS [ Warren'SOD

FREE FOLDER: "'Construction ond Planting of
;ui:inq Greens and Creeping Bent Sod or
tolons’

CLUS NAME

ADDNESS

cITy oNE STATE

SUPERINTENDENT
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71. Three holes each measure 500 yards
or more. The longest is No. 16, which is
552 yards and requires a drive across
Husband’s Creek. No. 18 crosses both
branches of the creek, The back 9 was
cut out of a wooded area considered to
be the most beautiful part of the course.

In designing DuPont, consideration was
given to the accommodation of spectators
for tournaments. Within a radius of 200
feet in the center of the course, it is
possible to watch the action on three
tees and three greens. When the DuPont
course was built, adjustments were made
to the older Nemours course to make the
starting and finishing holes accessible to
the new clubhouse.

This then is the DuPont Country Club,
a unique employee recreational facility,
SEonsorcd by management but run by
the employees. Perhaps all companies
cannot afford the scope of the DuPont
golf operations, but the guidelines are
nevertheless there for some phases of it
to be adopted by other industrial firms
seeking to help satisfy the hunger for
golf and provide extra fringe ﬁenefits
for employees.

Se:JbQ Protection

(Continued from page 52)

ment are retarded. The rotting straw adds
organic matter to the soil.

A tool known as a “Wheat Land Pack-
er” often is used on loose seedbeds and
flat slopes to “tuck” straw into the soil
where it is anchored against movement
with a portion left protruding to reduce
wind and surface water movement. This
method is particularly useful for large flat
slopes on the golf courses.

Nets — Cloth Mesh

When “gunny sacks” were cheap and
plentiful they would be split open and
used to cover new seedings. They were
very effective, but it was necessary to
remove them at just the right time to
avoid smothering the tender (often yellow)
grass seedlings. If the hot sun hit the new
grass just right, it meant seeding all over
again, Rots and molds often made the
sacking completely unfit for re-use.
Cheesecloth sometimes was used to mulch
new seedings.

The natural outgrowth of the use of
burlap sacking was the development of a
similar material with larger meshes to les-
sen the cost and to let the developing
grass have more sunlight. It was optional
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