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Clubs Take A Close Look 
at Golf Car Income 

F or the second time in two years the 
Chicago District Golf Assn. gave the 

golf car situation a thorough airing when 
it summoned representatives of its member 
clubs to a meeting at Riverside CC, near 
Chicago, late in January. Although the 
temperature barely struggled above the 
zero mark on the day of the meeting, 
nearly 200 persons representing more 
than 50 clubs, came to discuss all phases 
of what still is considered in some quar-
ters as the game's big problem child. 
Everything from potential and actual 
damage to turf due to the use of cars to 

the income that is derived from their op-
eration was covered in a four-hour ses-
sion that was devoted to seven main dis-
cussion points. 

Andrew W . Gatenbey, CDGA pres., 
Charles N. Eckstein, the Association's tire-
less troubleshooter, and H. O. Hipwell, 
pres. of Riverside, were hosts to the dele-
gation that included many green chmn., 
along with supts., pros, agronomists and 
representatives of car manufacturers. 

Persons who attended both the 1959 
and 1961 meetings came away from the 
Riverside conference with the general im-



Second Chicago District Conference Shows That Opposition to 
Cars Has Diminished But Some Problems Remain to be Ironed Out 

pression that these developments have 
taken place in the last two years: opposi-
tion to cars on courses has greatly dimin-
ished; their novelty has worn off to the 
extent that hot-rodding no longer is much 
of a problem, but drivers still have to be 
educated to stay out of restricted areas 
such as around greens and tees; authority 
to bar use of cars because of poor weath-
er conditions still hasn't been firmly vested 
in any individual or committee; much 
study remains to be made as to the precise 
cost of storing and servicing cars, and in 
determining what portion of car income 
should be allotted to repairing the turf 
wear caused by vehicles; and regardless 
of whether clubs want or don't want cars 
on their courses, they can't overlook their 
income potential. 

The latter point, incidentally, was the 
first one discussed at the Riverside meet-
ing. The celebrated 1960 experience of 
Tam O'Shanter CC, Niles, 111., in requir-
ing all players to use cars was described 
by Art Sweet. He didn't have to put too 
much emphasis on the fact that $137,000 
was grossed by George S. May's club 
from 122 vehicles operated on a lease 
basis. Everyone caught the former figure. 
Sweet didn't go into details as to what it 
cost Tam to build its 12,500 sq. ft. garage 
or install the blacktop paths that border 
the fairways. Tam employs three men to 
rake traps to keep course traffic moving, 
has two others working on the car ferry-
ing detail and one man is in charge of 
battery charging. The club plans to make 
additions to its fleet this year and expects 
to gross $175,000. 

Some Costs Overlooked 
Reports on car operation also were 

heard from several other clubs. Edgewater 
CC, which had 55 member-owned and 10 
club-owned vehicles in 1960, grossed 
about $2,300. Twin Orchards, with 45 
leased cars roaming its fairways last 
year, netted about $6,500. It has a loose 
medical restriction and those who have 
doctors' certificates must renew them an-
nually. Fifty per cent of Twin Orchard's 
$8.40 fee goes to the lessor, the club takes 
$2.15, the professional, $1.85, and the 
caddiemaster $.40, Green Acres' joint op-
eration of 25 private and 20 leased cars 
netted it nearly $5,300 in 1960, but cost 

of electricity wasn't deducted and no pro-
vision was made for repairing any turf 
damage. Green Acres charges members 
$20 monthly during the playing season to 
maintain and garage their privately owned 
cars. The employee who handled servic-
ing and maintenance of the vehicles was 
paid $450 a month and given two meals 
daily. 

In regard to the hiring of a service man 
to handle the cars, the various clubs men-
tioned above suggested, and manufactur-
ers re-emphasized, that a minimum of 
$400 monthly should be paid to the per-
son in charge of the garage. If the salary 
is much less than this, it was pointed out 
that the overall car operation probably 
will suffer. 

It was conceded that the storage of $20 
monthly made by Green Acres was arbi-
trary and not based on any cost figure. 
Also, its 25 cent levy for charging batter-
ies was admitted to be taken out of the 
air. Some clubs that have made a general 
if not thorough study of electrical rates 
figure that it costs from 12 to 18 cents to 
charge a battery. James Lawrence, who 
gave the report on the Green Acres opera-
tion, stated that it was his club's exper-
ience that cars of different makes are 
more costly to maintain and it may be to a 
club's advantage to lease or buy its 
vehicles from only one manufacturer. 

Club Within Club 
One interesting sidelight of the clubs' 

experiences with golf cars was a descrip-
tion of the operation at Lake Shore CC. 
Here, cars are privately owned by persons 
60 years of aee or older or by players 
who have medical certificates. Car own-
ers have "a club within the club" with 
their own committee, rules, etc. These 
members have paid for their garages, 
charging equipment, roads and other 
necessary extras, pay a prorated annual 
charge for estimated damage to turf, and 
each carries a $100,000 liability policv. 
When a new member joins the club he 
pays an initial fee based on what it has 
taken to capitalize the golf car setup. 

Turf specialists who spoke on the car 
situation included three supts., Al Tohn-
son of Park Ridfe, Ted Woehrle of Bev-
erly and Bob Williams of Bob O'Link and 

(Continued on page 148) 



PAR GOLFER SLACKS by DiFini 
Many years of experience, special-
izing in Golf Slacks, have definitely 
established the DiFini name among 
the golfing elite. 
DiFini Golf Slacks are specially 
styled for golfers and tailored with 
m a x i m u m c a r e for c o m f o r t in 
action. The fabrics are specially 
woven to stand up under rugged 
wear. Available in three popular 
styles. For Golf and dress wear. 
Complete price range from $14.95 for 
Dacron Polyester Blends to $37.50 for 
Forstmann Fabrics. 

Men's Bermudas $10.95 up 
"Lady Golfer" Bermudas $8.95 up 

AT PRO SHOPS 

DiFini Originals 
New York, N. Y. 

Take Close Look at Cars 
(Continued from page 32) 

three agronomists, O. J . Noer, James R. 
Watson, Jr., of Toro Mfg. Corp., and 
Charles G. Wilson of Milwaukee Sewer-
age Commission. Most of these men 
agreed that grass and the maintenance 
dept. can live with golf cars, but added 
that much still remains to be done about 
educating drivers. 

Compaction Problem 
Watson, for example, cited the invisible 

damage, meaning compaction, that can be 
caused by the vehicles, adding that a full 
investigation of this factor remains to be 
made. He believes that the walking golf-
er also makes a contribution to the com-
paction problem. 

The Toro agronomist said that it would 
be a fine thing if golfers could be educat-
ed to recognize the different kinds of turf 
damage and be taught to help minimize 
it, but wryly added that "maybe they al-
ready are being worried by too many edu-
cational schemes." He observed that per-
haps the greatest damage to turf comes in 
the dormant season, particularly when 
frost is severe, and suggested that use of 
cars should be controlled even though play 
goes on after the normal conclusion of the 
golf season. 

Charley Wilson, the man with the all-
seeing camera, illustrated the points made 
bv Watson via slide projector. Among his 
films were several showing how car traf-
fic is routed along paths at different clubs. 

Changes Mind About Cars 
O. J. Noer admitted that since the last 

CDGA meeting he had changed his mind 
somewhat about golf cars. "Perhaps turf-
men were a little too critical of them 
two years ago," said Noer. " I f people want 
to use them it is up to us to find ways of 
growing turf that will withstand car traf-
fic." It is Noer's observation that Ber-
mudagrass possibly is more susceptible 
than Northern grasses to the wearing ef-
fects of car traffic, but he pointed out that 
courses in the Palm Springs area, where 
Bermuda prevails, have held up well be-
cause they have been planted to handle 
cars. Noer concluded his remarks by stat-
ing that it is time that clubs take a firm 
stand in designating some persons as the 
final authority in issuing a "No Cars" edict 
on days when the vehicles shouldn't be 
used. 

A1 Johnson, speaking in behalf of 
supts., reiterated Noer's statement. "Too 
often," said Johnson, "the supt. is put in 
the middle on the *No Cars* rule. What is 
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The battery that m a d e 
the golf cart a success. 
Mr . Big is overs ize — a 
battery w i th t remendous 
start ing punch a n d s tay-
ing power . Built to take 
long, ha rd use on the 
golf course a n d bounce 
back to l i fe w i t h regu la r 
r e c h a r g i n g . Fo r e x t r a 
d i s t a n c e t e e o f f w i t h 
Mr . B ig . 

G O U L D - N A T I O N A L B A T T E R I E S , I N C , 
S A I N T P A U L 1 M I N N E S O T A 

needed is a strong committee with the 
willingness and authority to back him up 
when he thinks vehicles shouldn't be al-
lowed on the course." The Park Ridge 
greenmaster, incidentally, stated he feels 
that perhaps cars have their most notice-
able effect in the three to six weeks dry 
period in midsummer. 

More Aeration, Overseeding 
Ted Woehrle of Beverly CC told how 

his club once had restricted car traffic to 
the rough only to find that when it is 
channelled in this fashion more damage is 
done than if it has the run of the course. 
An increase in aerification and more over-
seeding, Woehrle stated, probably are the 
best ways of combatting any damage 
done by golf cars, but clubs have to be 
willing to undertake the extra expense of 
carrying out these operations. 

Bob Williams also used a projector in 
outlining his observations on golf cars. 
With slides taken at Tam O'Shanter last 
fall, Williams showed evidence of horse-
shoe-shaped wear around greens and num-
erous instances where turf adjacent to 
paths had become worn because golfers 
cut too many corners or strayed off the 
blacktop. Some of this damage can be 
reduced, the Bob O'Link supt. said, by 

getting away from sharp right angle in-
tersections and fanning out turning areas 
at the ends of the paths. 

Caddie Situation 
At most clubs where cars are permitted, 

caddies still are being used. Mayne Mad-
sen of Beverly said that his club feels it 
has a civic obligation to help keep kids off 
the street by providing club carrying 
jobs for them. Representatives of several 
other clubs echoea this thought. At some 
clubs, one caddie is assigned to each car 
and it is his duty to handle the pin, rake 
the traps, replace divots, etc. Usually, he 
receives double pay for the round. All 
clubs have restrictions against his driving 
the car. The caddie-car combination gen-
erally is working out quite well, although 
in a few instances heavy-footed drivers 
are said to be making racehorses out of 
the kids. 

The discussion of service problems was 
handled by William J. Freund, Victor 
Electri-Car div., Frank Oliviera, Cush-
man-Chicago rep, and George Westmont 
of Wisconsin Burner Co. 

Suggests Training School 
Some of the ramifications of keeping 

battery operated cars in first class condi-
tion were discussed by Bill Freund. The 



REPLACE WITH BOUISRS 
B I G R A M 

BATTERIES 
... and end your GOLF CAR 

BATTERY Troubles 
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Forty years' experience building quality 
batteries for battery-driven equipment— 
industrial material handling trucks, mine 
locomotives, mine shuttle cars—is built 
into every Bowers Golf Car Battery. 
You can be certain your Current battery 
problems will end when you change to 
Bowers Big Ram Batteries. Their Extra 
Quality means Greater Power, Longer 
Trouble-Free Life • . . and at a lower 
initial cost. 

B 0 U J 6 K S 
BATTERY & SPARK PLUG CO , READING, PA. 

PLANTS AT: Reading, Pa., Ereer, S.C.; New Philadelphia, Ohio 
BRANCHES: Macon. Charlotte. Baltimore, Philadelphia, 

New Haven, Buffalo, Pittsburgh 

Victor sales mgr. emphasized that hiring 
a capable and conscientious man and 
sending him to a golf car training school 
is the best insurance for proper mainten-
ance that a club can buy. He pointed out 
that the cars essentially are simple ve-
hicles with comparatively uncomplicated 
electric systems and are virtually trouble 
free if small servicing jobs are performed 
on them on a day-to-day schedule. Body 
damage caused by careless driving and 
garaging, Freund declared, still is causing 
the lessor far more headaches than 
troubles caused by mechanical and elec-
trical systems. 

Inside Storage Big Help 
Further tips on preserving the life of 

golf cars were passed on by Frank Oli-
viera. Studies made by Cushman, he stat-
ed, show that cars that are stored inside 
last more than twice as long as those kept 
outside, even though the latter may be 
covered by tarps. Battery life can be ex-
tended to as long as three years if cars, 
when placed in storage, are fully charged 
at this time and then re-charged every 30 
days when not in use. Oliviera also 
claimed that more attention should be 
given to keeping tires properly inflated. He 

said if pressure isn't kept up to manufac-
turers' specifications, more drag is exerted, 
with resultant damage to the tires much 
greater than it should be. This condition 
also reduces the life of the battery. As a 
final suggestion, the Cushman representa-
tive recommended referring to persons 
who take care of cars as "fleet managers" 
and not "mechanics." It is his observation 
that a big psychological boost is given to 
employees by doing this. 

Gas-Operated Car 
The gasoline operated car, which has 

made a fairly substantial impact on the 
golf market in the last year or so, was dis-
cussed by George Westmont. He recom-
mended setting up a trouble-prevention 
program in which oil, grease and the radi-
ator are checked on a regular schedule. In 
the summertime, particular attention 
should be paid to air cleaners and filters 
because a great deal of dust and cut 
grass are picked up by gas vehicles. Other 
than that, Westmont declared, the gas 
operated car doesn't call for any more 
maintenance attention than any other ve-
hicle. People in this industry feel that the 
sound problem has pretty effectively been 
whipped in the gas car by the water cool-
ed engine that effectively muffles noise 
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is p repared especially for the leather grips of 
Go l f Clubs. It gives a f i rm, tacky grip with 
l ight hand pressure, permitt ing an easy relax-
ing rhythmic swing. Your Accuracy wi l l improve, 
you' l l feel re laxed — and those " E x t r a Strokes" 
wi l l vanish. 

Manufacturers' Specialty Co. Inc. 
2 7 3 6 Sidney Street • S t . Louis 4, Missouri 

At last a truly new golfing product! The 
Hilmac Club Cleaner enables you to clean 
a set of clubs in minutes, simply and 
safely. The bench model reduces time of 
pro-shop club washing service by one-
half. Coin model earns you money and 
provides useful service to your customers. 

and through more generous use of rub-
ber mountings. 

Westmont was backed up in the latter 
assertion by Herb Christiansen of the 
River Forest CC golf car committee who 
asserted that noise made by gas cars at 
his club haven't caused undue distrac-
tion to golfers. River Forest has been us-
ing the cars since 1959. About an hour a 
month has been the average maintenance 
time spent on each vehicle, Christiansen 
said. One car there has gone more than 
300 rounds without any major overhaul 
being made and a new car, purchased last 
year, travelled more than 100 rounds on 
only routine checkups. 

The Terra-Tire 
(Continued from page 64) 

of film were shown at this point — Ed.) 
In late Oct., after a very dry summer, 

the ground was very hard; both cars 
climbed a 35 per cent slope with about 
equal ease. Both cars found little trouble 
running this slope as a side slope so far as 
slide slip was concerned. The course was 
hilly and although the fairways were hard, 
we obtained a 30 per cent power savings 
on the Terra-Tire car as compared to the 
car on regular tires. Had the turf been nor-
mally soft, the Terra-Tire car would 
have shown even greater power savings. 

Nelson Monical of the Portage CC, Ak-
ron, O., had a utility trailer made using 
our tires. The trailer (as you see) is pulled 
with ease behind an electric car also on 
Terra-Tires. Notice there are no tracks 
left by either vehicle. One area was used 
for repeated passes to determine turf dam-
age. Fifty passes a day for 10 days made 
a total of 500 passes with each car. The 
area was then allowed to recover for five 
weeks. The damage caused by the 600-6 
tires is still visible. 

HORACE W. SMITH 
Golf Course Architect G. RUSSELL KERNS 

Consultant Service Available 
25 Years Experience 

Renovation of Golf Courses 

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION 
Box 74 Box 53 
Worcester, Pa. • Orchard Park, N.Y. 
PH-Juno 4-6101 PH-ldlewood 4182 

13 Miles N. W. of Philadelphia 
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