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m o r e so I h a v e to m o w m o r e . " I f t h e ama-
teur's m o w e r w e r e easily sharpened and 
ad justed on a do-it-yourself basis, most of 
the resistance to ferti l izing and growing 
heal thy grass would melt away. Near ly 
everyone en joys operat ing a m a c h i n e that 
works easi ly a n d does a p e r f e c t job . 
T r o u b l e is most mowers don'tl 

T h e r e does not a p p e a r to b e any simple, 
easy solution to this national p r o b l e m . W e 
certainly do not h a v e the answer . Sure, 
our mowers get dull , too T h e n w e stop, 
sharpen and adjust . C o m b i n e d efforts of 
manufacturers , exper imenta l stat ions, ex-
tension services, and supts. seem to offer 
the most l ikely approach to c o n t i n u e d edu-
cat ion of t h e mower-pushing publ ic . 

Rye in B e r m u d a 

Q . — M y problem i i the perennia l ryegrass 
that come! up in the (al l and stools out after 
the Bermuda goes dormant. W i t h those bunch-
es al l over our greens it i i impossible to putt on 
them unless w e keep the rye m o w r d close to the 
ground. H o w eon I get rid of the perennia l rye 
without injuring the B e r m u d a ? C o u l d I use sortie-
thing after the Bermuda goes dormant? C o u l d 
I use ammonium nitrate? 

1 understand that rye is toxic to Bermuda and 
my experience is that it holds it h a c k late in the 
spring. H o w m u c h more water w o u l d it take 

for bentgrass than for Bermuda? What kind of 
bent would you recommend for this local ity? 
W o u l d Penncrnss creeping bent do al l right here? 
Cou ld h e n t and Bermuda be grown together? 
What k ind of grass do you recommend lor win . 
ter on Bermuda greens? ( A r k a n s a s ) 

A. As I analyze your problem without being 
able to sec the greens and with the informa-
tion you have given me, 1 suggest staying with 
the Bermuda greens and try to get rid of the 
ryegrass by close, frequent mowing and by even 
heavier Fertilization than you have practiced, 1 
would not use ammonium nitrate on dormant 
Bermuda, It would tin doubled!) injure it severely. 
I wnuld prefer to go to a Urea-form fertilizer 
•which would be less toxic to dormant Bermuda. 

For orverseeding I suggest that you try Penn-
lawn creeping red fescue. This grass starts easily 
and quickly, can lie mowed very closely — X In, 
— run I will not bo nearly so competitive to the 
Bermuda as rye. 

If you were lo convert to bent, Pcnncross is 
what I recommend. However, it will take a great 
deal more water, management, fungicide treat-
ments and many other things lo grow l>ent. 

Some clubs ovcrseed Bermuda greens with 
hentgrass, but it has not been entirety success 
ful. If you decide to use Pennlawn creeping red 
fescue, I would suggest that you sow it at the 
rate of 3 to 4 lbs. per 1.000 square (eet. Mix it 
with approximately 10 lbs. of a non-burning, 
slow-release fertilizer which will help to distri-
bute (he seed more uniformly and will give the 
fescue encouragement during the winter. 




