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Turf Reawakening Demands 
Experts to Meet Its Challenge 

By H. B. MUSSER 
Professor Errnritui, Agronomy d*p'-

Penn State University 

W e lire fat ing a situation today in the 
turfgrass field that is very likely to get 
Worse lx-fore it gets better. Kapid develop-
ment of interest in quality turf production 
has created pressures that wi l l not l>e met 
until more determined and systematic ef-

• fort is made to develop trained personnel 
than is presently evident. 

Let's take a look at the picture. Industry-
has been quick to recognize the actual and 
potential market that the rapid expansion 
in turf production is creating. It is a poor 
year that does not see a dozen or more new 
chemicals developed specifically for use on 
turfgrass insects, diseases, and weeds. 

T h e fertilizer trade is finally recognizing 
the tremendous potential for new business 
in the field of special turf formulas. In the 
last five years we have seen many of the 
largest companies in the business make a 
sincere effort to determine what is needed 
and to produce it. 

Equipment manufacturers have been 
working overtime to develop new machin-
ery and all sorts of gadgets, T h e y hope 
these wil l meet the increasingly exacting 
demands for improvements that will do the 
more complicated jobs that a greater rec-
ognition of needs have created. 

Improved Varieties 
T h e seed industry is seeing "the hand-

writ ing on the wall ." T h e r e are still a lot 
of seed mixtures being made and sold on 
a purely competitive price basis. And there 
[will be for a long time to come. But there 
.»re very few catalogs of the let ter com-
panies that do not carry descriptions and 
recommendations for the use of improved 
varieties of turfgrasses which have been 

i developed because of their superior vigor 
and quality, disease resistance or some 
other special character. 

Landscape and golf course architects 
and contractors, more and more, are realiz-
ing the necessity of using the Ijesf possible 
materials and construction methods if they 
are to bu i ld a good reputation. 

T/iiv article is condensed from a speech 
made by Prof. Musser at the 29f/t annua! 
turf conference held at Penn State Univer-
sity earlier this year. 

ANOTHER 

Sizzling 
Sixty Series 

EXCLUSIVE 
FOUR TURF-SA VING 

TIRE WIDTHS 
STANDARD - Famous 6 inch "work-hoise" 

tire proven over y e a n of satisfactory 
service, 

DELUXE — 7 inches wide with all Standard 
features plus extra turf-soving width. 

PARGO TURF-TIRE — This 8 inch tiie com-
bine* low-preture & toil suspension. 

•TERRA-TtRE — Makes everyday use prot-
ocol regardless of wea'her or drainage. 

-eOOOVEAFt TRADE MARK 

Grove town. Go. 
Pott Office Bon 66 

Phone Augusta, Go., RE 3-03AS 
Sales Office, 3731 Hickory Grove Road, 

Charlotte, N C. Phone KE 7-1783 

Mr. GOLF CHAIRMAN: 

Are You Stuck 
for Program Ideas? 
get "GOLF EVENTS" 

. . . o 43 page check list of 101 tourna-
ment ond novelty events thai con be 
used to moke any golf program varied 
and exciting. Measures 4 x 9 inches, 
onty 50C each, postpaid, from the 

NATIONAL GOLF FOUNDATION, INC. 
407 South Dearborn Street 

Chicago 5, Illinois 

HI V E R S ' SF .HV1CE • l», 135 
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New from West Point . . . 

V4" & Vi" Flexi-Press 
VA" Thatch Spoon 

N o w , w i t h the addi t ion of the Si" 
T h a t c h S p o o n a n d the n e w l y des igned, 
n a r r o w e d neck F lex i -Press , y o u h a v e 
al l you n e e d for fast, thorough, trouble-
free aer i f i cat ion of y o u r greens : 11" 
T h a t c h or O p e n S p o o n s . . , Ji" T h a t c h 
or O p e n Spoons . . . plus t h e r ight turf-
hold ing F lex i -Press for the Spoon y o u 
select. 

/Verification of its Best 
U s e d w i t h e i ther the w ide-d iameter C - L 
Aer i f ie r® or the c o m p a c t J R M o d e l , 
the W e s t Po int Aer i f i e r Spoons c a n be 
d e p e n d e d u p o n to p r o d u c e the k i n d of 
cu l t ivat ing act ion w h i c h golf course 
greens n e e d for hea l thy g r o w t h 
throughout t h e 1960 season. 
T h e t ime to aer i fy is at h a n d . N O W is 
the t ime to get i n touch w i t h y o u r 
W e s t Point P r o d u c t s d is t r ibutor and 
order the F lex i -Press & Spoons you 
need! 

Wast Point Product* Corporation 
Wm» Point, P*nno 

Superv isors of parks , p laygrounds , sports 
fields, a n d other p u b l i c recreat ion areas , 
are beg inn ing to unders tand that there is 
a lot more to p roduc ing and m a i n t a i n i n g 
a decent turf cover 011 them than m e r e l y 
b u y i n g ferti l izers on a l o w b id bas is , a n d m 
d e p e n d i n g on pol i t ica l appo intees for man-
agement. Supts. of cemeter ies a n d grounds 4 
sur rounding indust r ia l plants a n a pub l i c 
and pr ivate inst i tut ions apprec ia te that t 

competent m a n a g e m e n t is the best protec-
tion of their investment in the turf on these 
areas. 

H i g h w a y departments are f ind ing that 4 
a knowledge of p roduct ion pr inc ip les a n d 
pract i ces is essent ia l to both the qua l i ty * 
a n d economy of cover es tab l i shment a n d 
ma intenance on the thousands of r o a d - ' . 
s ide slopes, media ls a n d interchanges of 
modern h ighways . 

H o m e o w n e r s I n I t , T o o 
H o m e owners , in increas ing numbers , * 

are c o m i n g to a rea l i zat ion that good 
l a w n s don't just h a p p e n but are the result 
of the appl icat ion of s o u n d pr inc ip les of 
p roduct ion and care . I f there is doubt of t 
this, a c h e c k of the rniml>er of l a w n sam-
ples rece ived for test ing each year by soi l 
testing laboratories is v e r y conv inc ing . 

A n d , f inal ly , there is probably what is j 
the most a c u t e p r o b l e m of a l t — the 
pl ight of our golf courses . F i g u r e s com-
pi led by the N a t i o n a l G o l f F o u n d a t i o n on 
n e w courses c o m p l e t e d in 1959, and addi-
t ional courses under construct ion or in 
the p l a n n i n g stage, point u p the situa- 1 

tion. I f the normal n u m b e r of superv is ion 
rep lacements needed on o ld courses each 
y e a r due to ret i rement , death , a n d other 
causes is a d d e d to the requi rements 011 1 
the n e w ones, the total d e m a n d goes far 
b e y o n d the s u p p l y present ly in sight. ' 

W h i l e this out l ine of the need and de-
m a n d for spec ia l i zed t ra in ing i n turf man-
agement has, nf necess i ty , oeen brief , it 
should be suff ic ient to set tlie picture. 
N o w , no one is so na ive as to c l a i m that 
there must b e the same degree of tra in- 1 

ing in al l these f ie lds , e v e n though w e 
cou ld w i s h there was . B u t cer ta in ly , if one 
is go ing to m a n u f a c t u r e a n d sell fertil i-
zers , he must k n o w h o w the bas ic pr inci-
ples of soil ferti l ity a n d plant g r o w t h a p p l y 
to this spec ia l i zed crop. T h e same t h i n g 
app l ies to the product ion of chemica l s . 

A n d , surety, the m a n w h o undertakes 1 

to wr i te a set of spec i f i cat ions for turf es-
tab l i shment must h a v e a b a c k g r o u n d of 
t ra in ing that enables h i m to eva lua te the 
condit ions with w h i c h h e is concerned , 
and adjust soil p reparat ion , fert i l i zer , l ime, 

I seed, and al l the other essent ia ls , to them. 


