
S h o t s T h a t D o n ' t H o l d 

Q Tierces a sample of soil in our greens. W e 
think they arc very good as the grass maintains 
good color and the hall marks repair themselves 
rapidly, but they get hard quickly when not 
watered often. Golfers complain they don't hold 
a shot when they are not w e t . C a n we add some-
thing to make them hold a shot be t ter when 
they are dry? 

T h e y arc about two years old. W e haven't 
aerified them yet b e c a u s e w e don't feel com-
paction is our problem. T h e y were also hard 
last year . W e have only about 1 0 0 playing 
members so the greens are not subject to real 
heavy play. 

Also, we are getting quite a lot of foxtail 
grass in our fairways. W h a t is the best way to 
combat this nuisance? ( N e b r a s k a ) 

A: T h e sample of soil submitted thru G O L F -
D O M finally reached me at the hospital. In 
the future it will save time and expense to 
send soil samples lor examination directly to my 
off ice, P . O . Box 8 , Col lege Park, Maryland. 

The sample you sent is the finest I 've re-
ceived in many years . It was thrill ing to see the 
deep heavy root system so strong and healthy. 

In July Golfdoni, page 7 0 , (Grau's An-
swers) it was stated that "Greens that have 
8 lbs. of nitrogen to 1 , 0 0 0 sq. ft. worked 
into the seedbed just before planting in-
variably are ready for play within eight 
weeks." This should have readi "Greens 
that have S lbs. of slow-release nitrogen 
e tc , " A quick-release N would sterilize the 
seedbed so that bent would not grow for 
several months. 

T h e soil is well granulated, open and porous. 
T h e r e is a delightful cushion of dense turf on 
the surface. I t would be inadvisable to make 
any drastic changes in your management pro-
gram. 

D o all shots fail to hold when the greens 
are dry? Cau the better golfers play shots that 
hold? W h a t is the professional's opinion? 

You are (juite right that compact ion is not 
your immediate problem. My first approach to 
tile problem would be to use an aerating ma-
chine that cuts clean cores with a straight-in-
straight-out motion. The thousands of holes close 
together will be very helpful in holding a well 
played shot eveo when the green is dry. This 
principle has been proved on championship turf 
in highly competi t ive p lay . 

T h e next step in creating the " i d e a l " surface 
would b e to top-dress af ter each aerat ing, us-
ing a b lend of your excel lent native soil (one 
part by vo lume) anil a l ightweight expanded 
lava rock product ( two parts by v o l u m e ) . Such 
a mixture would have splendid physical 
properties for rapid water infiltration and for a 
sbotholding cushion when dry. T h r e e such treat-
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ments a season would b e my goal until real 
improvement has been noted. 

Foxta i l grass in the fairways indicates that 
the turf is not dense enough to keep it in check. 
How much slow-release nitrogen has been used? 
T o what grasses were the fairways seeded? It 
can be stated that the right grasses, adequately 
fertilized, will drive out foxtail and most other 
weeds. W e e d killers do not seem to b e the an . 
swer to foxtail ( an annual grass ) at least until 
adequate fertilizer has b e e n given a chance . More 
f requent mowing should b e a big help. 

D i r t T e e C o m p a c t i o n 

Q : W e have dirt tees at our course. After 
a few days of surrny weather they seem to dry 
out and pack very hard. It is very difficult to 
put a tec in them. W e were wondering if you 
could tell us what is a good maintenance pro-
gram for dirt tees. Arc cork mats any good? 
( V e r m o n t ) 

A: Cork mats could b e one solution to your 
problem. Another may b e door mats made of 
old tires, sunk flush with the soil surface. Sti l l 
another is the incorporation of sand to provide 
a non-packing soil into which a peg tee can be 
inserted even when the soil is dry. 

W h e n ali considerations are in, what is wrong 
with grass? Perhaps you do not have water 
avai lable for tecs . Some vigorous grasses 
(Mer ion bluegrass, for e x a m p l e ) when well 
ferti l ized, will provide exce l lent tee turf in your 
area with very little irrigation. Maintenance costs 
may be little higher than that of artificial sur-
faces , but player satisfaction would be infinitely 
greater . 

S w i t c h to Z o y s i a 

Qj W e have a 9-hole course that is very hilly, 
with soil primarily North Georgia red clay. W e 
have not had a program for planting and ferti-
lizing and our fairways are pretty bad. W e won-
der if, with the course in poor condition and with 
complete remedial action scheduled [or no soon-
er than next year, w e should not experiment 
with Zoysia. Should we use Zoysia Japonica? 
( G e o r g i a ) 

A : Zoysia Japonica ( c o m m o n name is Japanese 
lawngrass) has developed in the 6 0 odd years it 
has been in this country, evidence that it will 
grow and thrive on soils so poor that Bermuda-
grass gives up in favor of crabgrass and crowfoot 
{goosegrass . ) T h e answer to your question about 
experimenting with Zoysia is an unqualified 
" Y e s " . You have nothing to lose — everything to 
gain. 

E a r l y summer is the best t ime to sow the seed, 
A rate of 2 0 lbs, to the acre should give you re-
sults, D o not expect rapid results as with rye-
grass. Coverage may take two years to accom-
plish. Yes, fertilizer will b e of great benef i t . 
Prepare a seedbed by spiking so that play is not 
interrupted. D o not be concerned about weeds 
that crop up, fust keep them mowed. 

At ' Employees' Day" held at Shawnee inn, Show-
nee-on-Delaware, Pa., in July, three veteran em* 
ployees were cited by Fred Waring (3rd front 
right). They were Horry Lock, water supply, 21 
years; Clarence (Mike) Mosier, groundsman, 50 
years; ond Tom Cullen, country club mgr., 20 
years. Gold pins were given to Shawnee employees 
who have been at the resort for three or more 
years. A special commemorative pin was given to 
Mrs. John Dimmicfc, whose husband served as 
Shawnee's supt. of grounds for 53 years before 
his death last May. The resort is observing its 50th 

anniversary. 

Z o y s i a S o u r c e 

Q : After reading your article about Zoysia 
grass for fairways (Golfdom, April, p. 5 2 ) , we 
decided to get additional information from you. 
W h e r e can w e obtain it? Also, the price of it? 
W h a t time of the year is ft best to seed i t? (111.) 

A: Zoysia seed is advertised by Herbst Broth-
ers Seedsmen, 6 7 8 Broadway, N e w York 1 2 , 
New York. I t would be best to write to them for 
prices and availability. Prices f luctuate depend-
ing upon size of crop in Korea and J a p a n , 

Bermuda in Illinois 
Q: W e are considering putting in Bermuda 

greens in the near future. Would you recom-
mend 3 2 8 this far north or is U 3 to be pre-
ferred? Which is the best method of planting, 
sprigging, plugging or broadcasting? (Illinois) 

A: 111 considering Bermuda grass for greens in 
your c l imate are you aware that large areas of 
Bermudas may b e completely killed when winter 
and early spring play is permitted on t h e m ? R e -
gardless of the type of Bermuda you would use, 
you should expect to play on them only from 
J u n e to October . 

T h r e e putting green Bermudas may be con-
sidered — U-3 , Uganda and 3 2 8 . U - 3 a n d Uganda 
are the most winter hardy. U - 3 will b e the most 
difficult to get into putting green condition. I t is 
more of a t ee and fairway grass. 

Broadcast planting of sprigs is best , quite 
similar to stolonizing with bent . B o w planting 
of sprigs will be most economical of planting 
material but it will take longer to produce a 
smooth putting surface. 

Regardless of the kind of grass or o f the plant-
ing method used, one factor of success is in-
coriio ration of ample nutrients in the seedbed 
before planting. This includes l ime, P , K, and 
up to 8 lbs. per 1 , 0 0 0 sq. f t , of organic slow-
release nitrogen. 


