Grau’s
Answers to

Turf Questions

If you've got a question you want Dr.

Fred V. Grav to answer, please ad-

dress it to Grau Q&A, Golfdom, 407
S. Dearborn, Chicago 5, Ill.

Open Course Policy
Can Be Costly

(4 UR POLICY is never to close the
‘O course.”

Many clubs have adopted this policy
for better or for worse. It is not exactly
popular with supts. They dread the foot-
printing and the “pigpen” appearance
around the cups on a fine bright Saturday
in February after 100 golfers have played
when there is a foot of ice below and two
inches of thawed slush at the surface. They
know that they will not be able to produce
a true putting surface until well along in
the summer.

Just the same, one supt. in Philadelphia
told us recently: “The course belongs to
the members. If they want to ruin the
greens for a few hours of play at a time
when the course really should be closed,
all they have to do is tell me. They may
have what they want. But, I insist that
they allow me everything I need to repair
the damage — even to completely resod-
ding the greens — regardless of cost.”

In some cases, the supt. has full author-
ity for closing. When that decision is
made to preserve the course for the 400
members, the ten or a dozen who are dis-
appointed can make more noise and bring
more pressure than the other 390 who
depems on the supt, to have perfect play-
ing conditions, come spring. We cannot
settle the debate but we feel sympathetic
to the supt. who says, “The course is theirs.
Just give me the tools, the grass, the fer-
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tilizer and the labor so I can restore it
before they see how badly they damaged
it.?

Get the Tools

We know the soil will be compacted —
but we have tools. Just make sure that the
budget is big enough to give you all the
tools you need. We know the surface will
be rough — but we have sod nurseries and
sod cutters and sterilized topsoil and fer-
tilizers. Overnight, practically, we can
resod so it will be better than before. Just
don’t be put in the position of having to
correct the damage without everything
that’s needed.

Pro on Committee

In discussing things the other day with
a topnotch supt. from Utah who has two
sons who are professionals, the question
arose: “Are there clubs where the pro
might be a valuable member of the green
committee?” We would like to hear some
arguments for and against.

Some good reasons for: 1) He hears
most of the gripes and some of the nice
things the members say about the course.
The supt. is not always in a position to
catch player comments as they finish the
round. 2) The pro knows how the course
should play and can work with the supt.
in maintaining the course for members
who play. (In both respects the pro can
be an excellent liaison between the supt.
and members).

No Topdressing
Ten years ago we took a picture of a
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green that had not been topdressed in 17
years. At the GCSA conference in Chicago
we talked with this supt. again. He con-
firmed that there has been no topdressing
now in 27 years. He says: “Why should I
topdress? We have tools to do the job with-
out topdressing — besides, why risk bring-
ing in a lot of weed seeds, fungus spores,
etc. Anyway, the members do not like the
messiness — and I can keep them a lot
happier without topdressing.”
All Work, No Play
Enjoying himself at the conference in
Chicago was a brawny supt. who seemed
to be especially pleased to be there. He
confided that this was the first time in
three jobs and 27 years that he had been
given a day off. Some chmn. have been
asleep to let men become buried on the
course without time for looking around a
bit. We bet that this man wil{.’ be taking
some more days off again next year now
that he has had a taste of hard-earned
freedom. We'd like to believe that this is
an isolated case.
Lack of Drainage

Recent visits to courses from coast to
coast highlight one thing in particular —
lack of drainage. We get more complaints
from supts. on this score than any other,
yet 30 years ago the necessity for good
drainage was recognized and emphasized
by supts., agronomists and professors. A
new club is in such a hurry to get the
course built and into play (so that revenue
can start coming in) that they permit the
builder to cut corners. The corner that
seems to be cut most often affects drain-
age. If supts. were consulted there
wouldn’t be any question about installing
perfect drainage. But — drain tile costs
money. “Maybe we can get by this time
and save all that dough.” Little do they
realize that, in the years to come, they
will spend ten times what they “saved”
and still not have what they want and
need. Quite often the “saving” winds up
in a complete rebuilding program at heavy
expense.

What is the answer? Where do we go
from here? Every architect is t}mmugh‘iy
familiar with the need for, and the bene-
fits of, good drainage. What is the factor
that permits new courses to be built on
heavy soil with no drainage under the
greens? It is puzzling. It is something like
courses where the turf is poor because it
is starving for nitrogen. When we recom-
mend the feeding program that will feed
the grass properly to produce good dense
playing turf, the question arises, “What
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This power driven bunker rake is used by Supt.
Nelson Monical at Portage CC, Akron, O. Mon-
ical designed the rake. Grau photo

will it cost?” Many times the reaction is,
“Oh, we can’t afford that.” We have heard
the statement more than once, “If they
can’t afford to feed the turf properly, they
really can't afford to have a course.” May-
be drainage fits into the same category.
They say they can’t afford it, yet they will
spend ten times the cost trying to grow
grass under an insurmountable handicap,
only to find that they have to rebuild and
install a drainage system anyway, dozens
of ruined greens later.
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Too Much Peat

Q. Our club is making long range plans for im-
proving the course, We intend to plant trees, lo-
cate new traps and improve greens. One of the
problems is the first green. It has too much peat
in it, and as a result, is wavy and hard to mow.
Our plan is to remove the sod this fall and pre-
pare a better base for the green. Would you let
us know how we should go about this and what
soil base preparation should be made before re-
placing the sod? (IIl.)

A. In answer to your question I ask a ques-
tion. Is the sod good enough to strip, lay aside
and then replace? If not, this would be an ex-
cellent chance to introduce an improved type of
bent.

After the sod is stripped, it probably would
be a good idea to strip off completely all the
objectionable soil, pile it off the site of the
green and then check the drainage system. If
tile drainage is not adequate, be sure that the
drainage system is completely adequate before
replacing any soil.

If the soil that you have removed from the

(Continued on page 86)
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