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Week's Not Complete Without
Junior Event at "'the Manor”

By Tom Fergusson

"J[‘HE Junior Chamber of Commerce In-
ternational Junior championship, which
will be played at Elizabeth Manor G&CC,
Portsmouth, Va., August 22-29 is a peak
event in possibly the most active junior
golf tournament program a club has con-
ucted.

In the course of this program’s develop-
ment from an idea to encourage local high
school golfers, the Eastern Amateur, with
a field considerably beyond the junior
range, was established.

Junior golf and tournament golf at Eliza-
beth Manor started on September 1, 1952
when Fred Sappenfield of Plymouth, N. C.
took over the post of professional and
course supt.

At the same time, another person also
arrived on the scene. He was George Skin-
ner who had returned to Portsmouth after
five years in Towa, his native state. George
had been very active in Iowa as a player
and in the Towa State Golf Assn. He had
entered the United States Navy in 1942
where he served as Welfare and Recrea-
tion officer for the Pacific Fleet.

Fred and George formed a perfect team.
Both were experienced in junior and tour-
nament golf. They immediately started
planning what could be done to promote
golf in the Tidewater area.
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The area didn’t have much interest in
Junior golf although there were nine high
schools sponsoring golf teams. The local
high school (Woodrow Wilson) was ex-
tended the privilege of playing its matches
at Elizabeth Manor.

Sappenfield gave weekly clinics for the
younger set (aged six through 14). Dur-
ing 1953, Fred and George planned ahead
( a five-year-plan, so to speak). They fig-
ured that the proper time for a ‘club-
sponsored junior tournament would be
the first week following the school term.

Golf interest at the high schools was at
a Feak and a fitting finale of the school
golf program would be a 36-hole medal
play tournament after completing the
school schedules.

Two things were necessary to get start-
ed on this plan: club approval and find-
ing a sponsor for the first year. Both were
quickly secured. The sponsor was Dr. Lem
Mayo, a former University of Virginia ath-
lete and Portsmouth surgeon. He paid all
expenses for the tournament. This included
all trophies and a luncheon for the boys.

Get High School Cooperation

Participants were secured by getting
the names and home addresses 0% each
high school’s golf team. Further encour-
agement was given to prospective players
by inviting them to play practice rounds

(Continued on page 88)
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GLENEAGLES HOTEL
Perthshire

and its King’sand Queen’s Courses in
the foothills of the Highlands. The
Royal and Ancient Golf Club, St.
Andrews, the home of golf, is only 50
miles away. Served by frequent
express train services from London.
OPEN EASTER TO THE
END OF OCTOBER

A “Must” for golfers visiting Europe
The World-famous Scottish Resort hotels and their Championship golf courses

The international airport at Prestwick is adjacent to Turnberry Hotel and only 70 miles
away by road from Gleneagles Hotel. As well as their superb golf courses both hotels have
iine tennis courts, indoor swimming pools, shopping centres and private cinemas,

TURNBERRY HOTEL

Apyrshire 3
and its Ailsa and Arran Courses |
situated in the heart of the Burns

country, and overlooking the sea.
Near Culzean Castle.

OPEN ALL THE YEAR

Irish Railways Inc:

Full details and brochures may be obtained direct from the Resident Managers or from British &

NEW YORK 9 Rockefeller Plaza . LOS ANGELES 5§10 West Sixth Street
CHICAGO 39 South La Salle Street . TORONTO 69 Yonge Street

wclials

Elizabeth Manor Juniors
(Continued from page 62)
prior to the tournament,

That first year, 1954, a total of 55 boys
participated in the Tidewater Junior In-
vitational. The same year saw the first of
five successive Eastern District high
school tournaments played with the State
High School championship tournament be-
ing held at Elizabeth Manor in 1956 and
1958.

The second Tidewater Junior Invitation-
al tournament was highly successful.
Quantity and quality of the field greatly
improved. The championship was won by
Jimmy Flippen of Danville who won the
state amateur crown in 1958.

At the conclusion of this event, Skinner
and Sappenfield were sure that almost
any junior tournament could be success-
fully presented at the club.

The Elizabeth Manor membership hear-
tily approved the Junior golf program. It
was then that Sappenfield and Skinner
discussed the feasibility of holding a tour-
nament on a larger scale — one that would
be self-supporting and which, too, would
receive the hearty support of the member-
ship.

Through these two — Fred Sappenfield
and George Skinner — the Tidewater Golf
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Invitational team matches were inaugurat-
ed. Clubs represented included: Princess
Anne, Virginia Beach; Sewells Point, Nor- 4
folk; James River, Newport News, and-
Elizabeth Manor.

During 1956, Junior golf definitely -
reached the upswing at our club. In addi-
tion to the Tidewater Junior Invitational,
the district high school and district Jaycee
tournaments were held at Elizabeth Manor
and it was the scene of the State High
School golf championship. S

That year, when Dr. Mayo was president
of Elizabeth Manor, and Fred and George
were keeping the Junior program moving
at a lively clip, the three of them dis-
cussed the possibility of holding a Junior |
tournament on a national scale, one that
would mean a great deal for the entire
community. They could see that such an
affair would mean that Portsmouth and
the surrounding area would be headlined
nation-wide on golf news.

After Dr. Mayo gave the green light a
small group met Skinner and Sappenfield
to work up the details of the Jaycee ]ur*
ior event. Those present were Buddy Tay-
lor, Jim Sloane, Pat Leonard and Harry
McCready. It was decided to go all out — ,
either have a first class show or forget the
whole affair.
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Also, it was decided to make every ef-
fort to establish a big annual event, the
tournament known as the Eastern \mu-
teur.

The first year proved the toughest and
» hardest. It was the idea to treat the first

participants right, and if this was done,

they would all return the next year. Noth-
ing was left undone in the way of southern

ospitality. The invitation list was made
up of gentlemen our members would be
« (elighted to have as guests.
With the membership aware of the in-
_terest in the Eastern Amateur, it was quite
easy to put Junior golf prominently on the
~yigenda for 1958.
Leader in Junior Golf Program?

The fact is that no other club in the
history of Virginia golf has done in one
v year what Elizabeth Manor did for Junior

golf in 1958. This is perhaps true for the
—entire United States as far as junior golf

is concerned.
% Junior events sponsored by
Manor in 1958:

Eastern District high school

-

Elizabeth

Jaycee District
- Virginia State high school
Jaycee State
Virginia State Golf Assn. Junior cham-
pn)ns]np

!' IMPROVE GOLF ETIQUETTE! SAVE YOUR COURSE!

- GOLF ETIQUETTE

. Cardoond

A BOOKLET FOR EVERY GOLFER...
plus 10 CARTOON POSTERS

Walt Ditzen has just completed
this series of ten, full-color car-
toons designed to improve golf
etiquette toward the players and
the.course. Offered both in book-
let form for every golfer and in
10”x13" three-color wall posters
for the club.

- DOES THREE IMPORTANT JOBS
1. Improves Golf Etiquette
2. Saves On Course Maintenance
3. Creates More Golf Activity

For samples, full details and prices, write:

SpoRrTCO

L
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ESPECIALLY

AMERICA'S FOREMOST

Virginia State pro-amateur tournament

Along with these tournaments, was the
second annual Eastern Amateur, Virginia's
largest amateur tournament (274 entries).
It was won by Walker Cupper Ward Wett-
laufer.

Skinner is still working his head off in
golf activities at Elizabeth Manor. Fred
Sappenfield, however, is now in Rich-
mond, Va., at a new club.

No doubt Fred will return to Ports-
mouth as a proud spectator at the Inter-
national Jaycee Junior at Elizabeth Manor
in August while his successor, professional
Tom Strange, handles the host pro job.

Long Island Closings

There probably is more uniformity in
Monday closings at Long Island private
clubs this year than ever before, The
majority of clubs on the Island are closed
completely, setting aside Monday as cad-
die day. A small percentage of clubs close
their dining facilities but keep the locker-
room and course open for use, Only a very
few clubs are completely open. Supts. find
the Monday closings work very well into
their schedules because major repair or
construction work can be undertaken when
the clubs are u)mpl(tc]\ shut down.

CREATED FOR
GOLFERS BY

SN
'Y‘L

SPORTS CARTOONIST

220 W. 47th St. « Kansas City 12, Mo.
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