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Turf Roundup fir 1958 

Weather, Water, Worry Main 
Ingredients in Turf Picture 

By O . J . N o e r 

' T H E title w e a t h e r , w a t e r and w o r r y 
w o u l d h a v e b e e n mos t a p p r o p r i a t e for 

t h e 1958 turf r o u n d u p in m a n y pa r t s of 
t he U. S. a n d C a n a d a . T h e w i n t e r w a s b a d 
in mos t of t h e sou theas t e rn sec t ion and 
t h e r e w a s loss of B e r m u d a g r a s s in t h e belt 
f r o m Kansas Ci ty to Ph i l ade lph ia , Some 
b e n t turf was i n ju red b y ear ly s p r i n g des ic-
ca t ion . In n o r t h e r n Q u e b e c P rov ince a 
t h a w arid w a r m spell in la te w i n t e r , fol-
l o w e d b y s n o w a n d f r e e z i n g w e a t h e r , caus-
ed in ju ry to b e n t grass greens. D u r i n g t h e 
s u m m e r h e a v y ra ins in m a n y a reas p l a y e d 
h a v o c w i t h g reens . F l o o d i n g in f a i rways 
was b a d e n o u g h t o c a u s e b r o w n i n g and 
m o r e or less ser ious d a m a g e to t he grass. 
N e w cons t ruc t ion w a s d e l a y e d b e c a u s e of 
over ly w e t soil. In Q u e b e c P rov ince seed-
ing in s o m e n e w courses can ' t b e d o n e this 
fall wh ich m e a n s a season 's de lay in s tar t -
ing p lay . 

South Hard Hit 
I n j u r y to B e r m u d a g r a s s a n d ove r seed-

ings of rye for w i n t e r p lay was ve ry seve re 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e S o u t h e x t e n d i n g b e y o n d 
mid -F lo r ida . T h e r e w a s loss of c o m m o n 
B e r m u d a a n d of t h e f ine t ex tu red grasses 
i nc lud ing T i f g r e e n ( 3 2 8 ) . O n o n e cour se 
iu At lan ta wi th d u a l greens , a c o v e r i n g of 
p i n e n e e d l e s t r a w e n a b l e d T i f g r e e n to sur-
v ive w i t h o u t a b l emish . It w a s necessa ry 
to r e p l a n t t h e u n c o v e r e d ones, 

Pa r t s of t w o T i f g r e e n g reens in At lan ta 
w e r e o v e r s e e d e d w i t h seas ide b e n t a n d red 
top. A l t h o u g h t h e s e e d i n g rate was a t r i f le 
scan t , this c o m b i n a t i o n p rov ided the best 

p u t t i n g s u r f a c e for w i n t e r p l a y . T h e b e n t 
pe r s i s t ed long a f t e r t h e rye grass in t he 
o the r p a r t of t he g reen w a s gone . W i t h 
ca re it cou ld h a v e surv ived the s u m m e r . 
By ear ly s u m m e r t h e r e w a s ve ry little 
T i f g r e e n in ev idence in t h e s e two greens. 
It wou ld not b e fa i r to p l ace t he en t i re 
b l a m e u p o n the b e n t g rass - red t o p used 
for w in t e r play b e c a u s e t h e s a m e t h i n g 
h a p p e n e d on o ther T i f g r e e n s a n d on com-
m o n B e r m u d a g reens o v e r s e e d e d wi th rye 
grass. 

T h e Seas ide b e n t - r e d t o p combina t ion 
s h o u l d b e a good o n e for u s e o n f ine tex-
t u r e d B e r m u d a greens . I t h a s p e r f o r m e d 
wel l at El Paso C C a n d w a s good in t he 
trial a t Atlanta , T h e s e e d i n g r a l e should 
b e 4 to 5 lbs. of Seas ide and 2 to 3 lbs, of 
r e d t o p seed per 1 , 0 0 0 sq. f t . Success de-
p e n d s u p o n t w o or th ree crosswise rakings 
or ve r t i cu t t i ng to r e m o v e su rp lus grass. 
C lose m o w i n g wi th a g reens m o w e r shou ld 
fo l low e a c h rak ing o r ve r t i cu t t ing . Seed 
m u s t m a k e c o n t a c t w i t h soil and should 
no t b e p l a c e d in a m a t of t h a t c h e d tur l 
w h e r e it will sp rou t a n d die . T h e seed 
shou ld b e b u l k e d w i t h e n o u g h d ry mate r ia l 
( s a n d , ac t iva ted s l udge , t o p d r e s s i n g } so 
s e e d i n g wi th a cyc lone s eede r can b e d o n e 
in 3 t o 4 d i rec t ions . T h i s is t he w a y to 
insure u n i f o r m cover . 

Seed Can Be Smothered 
After seed ing , it is a d v i s a b l e to topdress 

l ight ly w i t h & to £ of a ya rd of mater ia l to 
5 0 0 0 sq, f t . M o r e t h a n t ha t m a y s m o t h e r 
t b e small s ized seed . If m o r e d ress ing is 
n e e d e d to smoo th the p u t t i n g s u r f a c e it 
should b e app l i ed a f t e r ve r t i cu t t ing . Seed-
ing shou ld b e on t o p of it Ma t t i ng , wi th 
a f lexible steel m a t s h o u l d fo l low e i the r 

(Continued on page 56) 



NOER (Continued from page 54) 
method . Surfaces should be kept moist by 
light h a n d syringing until grass seedlings 
become well rooted. I n places where 
damping-off is a recurr ing possibility il 
would be well to use an appropr ia te fungi-
cide before seeding. 

T h e Seaside bent - red top combinat ion is 
Ijelter than ei ther alone. Both germinate 
equally fast. Seaside is slower to m a k e cov-
er. T b e red top provides the p u t t i n g sur-
face dur ing late fait and early winter. 
Seaside is at its bes t in late win te r u p to 
early summer . 

T h e r e was loss of U-3 and other strains 
of B e r m u d a in t he transition belt from 
Kansas City to Phi ladelphia , it c r ea ted un-
cer ta in ty about t h e wisdom of using tins 
grass in the area. Kill was as bad iu Ala.. 
Ga . and the Carol inas . T h e r e they will not 
turn to someth ing else. Partial loss du r ing 
one season should not condemn any grass. 
T h a t course is justified only where loss 
occurs every year or is likely every second 
to f i f th year. 

Nashvil le Goes to Benl 
T h e creeping b e n t grass greens at Rich-

land C C in Nashvil le , Tenn , were good all 
year . T h e y have been tha t way for 0 years. 
Charles Danner ' s novel and easy w a v to 
prevent Bermuda encroachment into benl 
greens with the edger on a Ryan sod cu t 
has been descr ibed and il lustrated in the 
"Turf T ips" of Gol fdom (Feb . , 1958. p. 
32) so there is no point iu repea t ing here . 
Plav at Biehland by members of other 
c lubs was heavy dur ing the spr ing transi-
tion period f rom win te r grass to Bermuda. 
T h e other bent grass greens in Nashville 
also were good. As a result , Belle Meade 
dec ided to go ,dl the way and switch to 
bent greens. W h e n comple ted there will 
be three courses in Nashville with f>ciit 
greens. 

T h e Penncross bent greens at Cherokee 
in Atlanta c ame th rough the s u m m e r ex-
ceptionally well even though lhe top soil 
mix was poorly done. T h e r e was no rain 
of consequence dur ing July and Aug, 
which was a big he lp to Cherokee . East 
Lake C C in At lanta has started to bui ld 
two bent grass greens and plans to have 
them ready for p lay in 1959. They will 
seed with Penncross because of its good 
pe r fo rmance at Cherokee . 

At the n e w Royal Montreal course on 
Isle Bizard, Penncross was seeded on most 
of t he greens at 1 lb. per 1000 sq , f t . T h e y 
were seeded in the fall of 1957 and were 
ready for play in June, 1958. T h e cover of 

turf was excellent by that t ime. There was 
a mild at tack of b rownpa tch dur ing the 
w a r m wet spell of wea the r in early Sept , 
T h e at tack was not the result of over-
nitrogen feeding . T h e greens got no ferti-
lizer all summer . In late Sept . , slight pu f f i -
ness of t he turf was not iceable on some of . 
the greens which had not been put into 
play. 

Gives Good Control 
Chlo rdane gave good control of goose-

grass (silver crab) in test areas in Okla. 
.md C a . w h e n used as p re -emergence her-
bicides in early spring. Rates in t he range 
of 6 0 to 80 lbs. per acre of actual chlor-
d a n e a p p e a r e d best , with the heavier rate 
having a slight edge. At present cost of 
material , ch lo rdane is not a p t to be used 
generally on fairways. I ts use could be 
justified on tees and in t he aprons and 
fr inges of greens. 

Control of dallisgrass and crabgrass has 
been excellent in t he South with disodium 
methyl arsoriate, or sodium arsenite, in 
combinat ion with 2,4-D. For best results 
the addit ion of a l i t t le good quality wet-
t ing agent is desirable. Some prefer a 
sodium dimethyl a rsena te formulat ion for 
every th ing because there is less discolora-
tion, despi te the fact that sodium arsenite , 
is very much cheaper . Others use sodium 
arsenite with 2.4-D on fairways. On greens 
and tees they subst i tu te the disodium 
methyl a r sena te combinat ion wilh 2,4-D, 

Sometimes w e e d control is a t t empted on 
Southern fa i rways by bu rn ing wi th soluble 
fertilizers such as a m m o n i u m ni t ra te or 
ammonium sul fa te wi thout wate r ing in 
a f t e rwards . Kill of hen bit and nther win-
ter weeds is good. But this scorched earth 
m e t h o d is a good way to he lp hot wea ther 
grass-like weeds . T h e ferti l izer defoliates 
the Bermuda , and before it can recover, 
opens the way for heavy infestation ol 
crabgrass, goosegrass and possibly dallis-
grass. T h e be t t e r plan is to use fertilizer 
lor its in tended purpose which is to en-
courage growth of des i rab le grasses and 
then apply an appropr i a t e herb ic ide il 
needed to check or s top g rowth of weeds ( 

Loss in W i n t e r 

Ment ion has been m a d e of Bermuda-
grass winterkil l iu the in termedia te bel t . 
Loss seemed most serious on tees. Even in \ 
normal winters, loss will occur where vet 
play on dorman t Bermuda is heavy. If an 
a l te rna te teeing area of cool season gras> 
is unavai lab le for win te r use the markers 
can b e kept up f ront and worn turf re-
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M E L F L E X H E A V Y 

D U T Y MATTING 
32 years of golf management preference — f o r Player Safety, 
Floor Protection, Enduring Service and Minimum Maintenance! 

Heavy Duty MEL-ISLE a»d 
MEL-FLOR AISLE RUNNERS 

Heavy Duty 
ENTRANCE MATS 

MOLDED SAFETY 
STEP TREADS 

SHOWEft AND 
STANDING MATS 

Mel flex "Factory Direct" 
quotations mean 

economy, too. 

Wri te f a r l i te ra tu re and 
pr ice* 

End those f requent rep lacement costs w i t h MELFLEX — the most 
endu r ing o f o i l c lubhouse f l oo r protect ive cover ing . The toughest 
a f t o u g h ma te r i a l * make Mel f lex an easy w inne r f a r w i ths tand ing 
t h t heaviest spike shoe t ra f f i c — in Iccker raom aisles, p ro shops 
a n d approaches, gr i l ls a n d service areas, etc. Its non-s l ip , non-sag 
heavy du ty compounded rubber construct ion w ins It f i rst in safety, 
too. M in imum upkeep keeps it t i d y . 

Ronge owners soy Meffle* Extro-Duty Driving Mats play best, lair 
longest of all tee mats. Melflex Tubular Rubber Tees are tops In 
durability —- SI4,00 per 100. Be your own judge — with a trial order. 

This time, moke it far a long time — with MELFLEX 

Noer's Roundup 
(Continued f r om page 5 6 ) 

p laced f rom a n u r s e r y in la te s p r i n g or 
ea r ly s u m m e r . 

In ear ly sp r ing t h e r e was some des icca-
tion in ju ry to t he b e n t g r a s s on g reens a n d 
f a i r w a y s in m a n y p a r t s of t he i n t e r m e d i a t e 
and n o r t h e r n sec t ions . A f t e r lha t some 
a reas w e r e d r y a n d o thers w e r e over ly we t . 
T h e heavy , d r e n c h i n g rains c a m e t h r o u g h -
ou t t h e s u m m e r and w e r e fo l lowed f re -
q u e n t l y hy hot , h u m i d w e a t h e r , This com-
b ina t ion p layed havoc . 

Iron chlorosis w a s p r e v a l e n t and espe-
cial ly b a d fo l lowing heavy rains. F r e q u e n t -
ly , in ju ry f r o m an iron def ic iency w a s n o t 
s u s p e c t e d b e c a u s e f e r r o u s s u l p h a t e app l i -
ca t ions h a d b e e n rou t i ne eve ry 10 t o 14 
d a y s . In no rma l w e a t h e r this suf f ices , b u t 
t h e r e can b e iron chloros is jus t t b e s a m e 
a f t e r a d r e n c h i n g ra in . T h e n it is wise to 
a p p l y a l i t t le extra f e r rous su l f a t e a t t he 
first sign of ye l lowing a f t e r a d o w n p o u r . 

This s u m m e r a f e w sup t s . q u e s t i o n e d 
t h e w i s d o m of u s i n g w e t t i n g agents . T h e y 
c l a i m e d g reens r e m a i n e d over ly w e t and 
w o u l d not d r y ou t a f t e r h e a v y ra ins . C o n -
t ro l led tes t ing is n e e d e d b e f o r e th i s ob-
se rva t ion can he a c c e p t e d as a f a c t . 

T o b e c o n c l u d e d in J a n u a r y , 1958. 

E L F L E X 
P R O D U C T S C O . 

410 S. Br»4mv, Mnn 8. 0 

Grau's Roundup 
(Continued from page 58) 

t h e sea rch for t h e o n e t ha t h a s "every-
th ing . " 

Seas ide con t inues to b e p l an t ed on 
m a n y n e w courses in t he f a c e of over-
w h e l m i n g e v i d e n c e of t he super io r i ty of 
m a n y o the r bents . 

Mer ion b ine c o n t i n u e s to g row in favor 
for tecs , f a i r w a y s , a t h l e t i c f ie lds a n d 
lawns in sp i t e of its h i g h N r e q u i r e m e n t 
a n d suscept ib i l i ty to rus t . T h e answer 
seems t o b e tha t Mer ion p r o d u c e s be t t e r 
turf a n d lha t t he h igh fer t i l i ty r e q u i r e d 
is a small p r i c e to pav f o r pe r fec t ion . 
R u s t ceases t o b e a p rob lem w h e n Mer ion 
is a d e q u a t e l y fer t i l ized. F e w e r mis takes 
itre b e i n g m a d e t o d a y b y a p p l y i n g too 
m u c h w a t e r on Mer ion , O n e sure w a y to 
b r i n g b e n t a n d Poa in to M e r i o n turf is 
to o v e r w a t e r it. M e r i o n dese rves t o b e 
t r ea ted like a b a b y — " F e e d it an ' k e e p 
i t d ry l " 

B e r m u d a grasses a r e b e i n g p l an t ed on 
m a n y a reas w h e r e B e r m u d a o n c e w o u l d 
h a v e been cons ide red a w e e d . E a c h year 
m o r e f a i rways , t ees a n d l a w n s a r e t o n -
ve r t ed to B e r m u d a . U - 3 is w i d e s p r e a d 
and a f avo r i t e hy v i r tue of its p e r f o r m a n c e . 
Sun tu r f wen t b a c k w a r d s d u r i n g the pas t 


