
Patio, flowers, beautiful surroundings of clubhouse 
ond No, 1 tee keep goffers coming bock to Earl 

Yesberger'j North Olmsted course. 

Yesberger 

North Olmsted GC-
Model of 9-hole 
Course Operation 

By EARL F. YESBERGER 
Owner-Operator, North Olmsted (O.) GC 

"T'VE b e e n in golf for more than 30 years, 
_ first as a caddie, then as a sup t . and 
for about the last 10 years as course own-
er-operator . At one time I was supt , of 
two courses, simultaneously, which gave 

m e only one ambit ion — I 
w a n t e d to b e in charge at 
a nice pr ivate club where 
I wouldn ' t have to knock 
myself ou t t ry ing to take 
care of 36-golf holes. But 
the oppor tuni ty d idn ' t 
come along a n d so I ended 
u p bui lding a course. 

This was back in 1940. 
I worked 10 hours a day then or a munici-
pal bus n ight run and spent t he dayl ight 
hours construct ing a course on a parce l of 
wooded land which I purchased that year. 
"Two-job Yesberger" is w h a t they called 
me back in those c rowded days. 

I bui l t the course alone. I was architect , 
contractor , h e a d t ractor driver, green 
bui lder and everyth ing else. It took m e 
e ight long years, part ly because I was 
working on the project du r ing Wor ld War 
H and there were numerous interruptions. 
You remember Wins ton Churchill 's fa-
mous "blood, sweat and tears ," s ta tement 
back in the war days. I got a first h a n d 
idea of wha t h e was driving at, bu t f inal-
ly on Memorial Day, 1948, I opened the 
gales and first golfer p layed Nor th 
Olmsted , 

I des igned the course not with a cham-
pionship layout in mind b u t wi th t h e idea 
of providing a short, interest ing publ ic 
golf operat ion. Nor th Olmsted is 2700 
yards long with two par 3 holes and 7 par 
4s add ing u p to a 34. 

H e r e are some of its ma in tenance and 
operat ion features in which I think other 
owners and would-be builders of 9-hole 
courses may b e interested: 

I r r iga t ion: T h e dra inage system empties 
into a creek that cuts th rough the center 
of the course. This is extremely conven-
ient because it does away with large mains 
running the length of our 60 acres, I used 
the creek for an irrigation source through 



1957 bu t I got too much sewage in my 
water . So, I built a small lake wi th 12-in, 
re inforced concrete walls last year and I 
am n o w using this, i l is supplied by well 
water t ha t is p u m p e d in. 

1 have w h a t 1 consider ao unusual ir-
rigation system. It consists of galvanized 
pipe with snap valves and sod cups in the 
center of the greens. Greens are under-
laid with 1-in. copper pipe. Greens, tees 
a n d approaches are wa te red but no t t he 
fairways. My p u m p is a 20 hp , 200 gpm 
centr i fugal , 125 to 135 lb. pressure and 
supplies a sp iderweb sprinkling system. 
Besides irrigation, I use it for t rea tment 
wi th fungic ide and wa te r soluble nitrogen. 
These are in t roduced into the centr i fugal 
p u m p with a spraver and p u m p e d out 
through the sprinkling heads. Fungic ide 
is colored with a d y e solution which en-
ables me to de te rmine exactly when to 
snap the sprinkler heads so as not to apply 
an overdose. Normally three t imes as m u c h 
fung ic ide is appl ied as goes into the aver-
age t rea tment bu t I certainly have no 
a rgumen t with the results, not only f rom 
a cost bu t an artistic s tandpoint . 

When I installed the irrigation system, 
I took photos of all connections and junc-
tions, marked p ipe sizes and filed them 
away for f u t u r e reference. 

Aerif icat ion: My program on this may 
not be considered orthodox, bu t w e aer ify 
greens in the winter . My theory: the right 
t ime for aer i fy ing is w h e n the g round is 
relatively dry and not frozen. Each green 
is aer i f ied f rom two to four times, p lugs 
are left out to wea ther and in the spring 
only small tuf ts of turf are left on t he 
green surface. T h e greens are then verti-
cut. After two mowings t he greens are in 
excellent shape , 

Topdress ing: I mix enough topdressing 
for several seasons and re-work it every 
year. I feel that keeping it out in t he 
wea the r gives it p roper ageing. 1 favor 
topdressing because 1 am convinced tha t 
greens need regular replenishments of 
n e w soil and bacter ia . This winter I p lan 
to exper iment by apply ing a layer of dres-
sing over some aerif ied greens. 

Fer t i l iza t ion: I d e p e n d on observation 
to de te rmine w h e n it is t ime to fertil ize. 
T ime of t he year, moisture, t empe ra tu r e 
and t raff ic wear are my guides. My greens 
are of C-19, cut f rom 1 / 4 to 5 /16 . I used 
to cut to 3 / 1 6 b u t this s lowed up play, I 
think the appea rance of clover, etc. is t he 
signal for fertil izing, I get a soil test once 
a year and in fertil izing, vary t he applica-
tions through the band me thod so as to 
de te rmine which one of t h r ee measured 

applicat ions is best fo r t he greens. 
Tees, Fairways, Roughs: I'ees are top-

dressed, ferti l ized and seeded with Astoria 
bent twice a year. Markers are moved 
ahead of tees for about two days a week 
to encourage recovery. On fairways (10 
per cent Colonial bent , 40 per cent Ken-
tucky blue and 50 per cent creeping red ) 
I fertil ize in the fall and spot fertilize in 
the spring. A light 2-4-D t rea tment is 
m a d e in t he spring shortly before dande-
lion lime. T h e n follows a 2-4-D and 2-4-5-
T mixture t rea tment in about 50 days. 
Fairway turf gives me little t rouble prob-
ably because drainage is good. 1 keep 
roughs slightly higher than fairway height 
for reasons of beauty. T h e contrast makes 
the fairways Stand out . 

Appearance : I 'm extremely fussy about 
t he appearance of North Olmsted. I th ink 
more publ ic course owners should fee! 
that w a y because it gives our par t icular 
operat ion a be t te r reputa t ion among gol-
fers . I shudde r when I see broken f lag 
poles, ill-kept flags, broken benches , dirty 
markers, f i l thy water fountains , traps over-
grown with weeds, etc., etc., etc. Regard-
less of how you feel about it, appea rance 
makes or breaks a course. I pa in t all 
course equ ipment or fu rn i tu re once a year 
and keep trees, bushes and hedges trim-
med . In recent years I have gone in for 
p lan t ing flowers and the golfers, especial-
ly women , have b e e n very generous in 
comment ing on how this improves things. 

Opera t ion : I have an Intercom with a 
master station located in my home, which 
is on t he course, and three sub-stations in 
clubhouse, off ice and main tenance bui ld-
ing. A F,A. system also is installed in the 
clubhouse. T h e two save millions of steps 
a year and enable us to give superior 
service to players. O n e person can run the 
first tee f rom the c lubhouse with t he P.A, 
system, A mike on the pat io at t he first 
tee is also a big help in get t ing players 
started. N o person is allowed on the course 
wi thout a ticket and children unde r 12 
and spectators are bar red because a line 
has to be d r a w n somewhere to protect the 
owner and the players. 

W e have gone all out to p romote golf 
associations in our neighborhood. Leagues 
are encouraged . So successful have we 
been in these activities that , for example, 
200 women play on week-day m o r n i n g s , ' 1 

Our clubhouse, small and compact , is 
located near the No. 1 tee. Being in this 
location, it enables us to opera te the course 
wi th min imum help. W e have three full 
t ime and two pa r t t ime ( inc luding a p ro ) 
employees in addi t ion to m y wife and me, 


