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How They 
Built the Golf 
Lodge at Rock Island 
( p O M M U N I T Y SPIRIT, cooperative ef-
^ ^ fort and just about everyth ing else 
that comes under these headings went in-
to the building of the golf lodge- that is lo-
cated on the course of tbe county forest 
preserve in Rock Island, III. 

If your communi ty is faced with the 
p rob lem of t ry ing to provide a shelter, pro 
shop, lounge, or whatever you may wish 
to call it, for golfers, Rock Island's master 
plan is one that you might want to copy. 
But before you get it l aunched , r e m e m b e r 
that it is going to take a lot of work. 

Some three years ago it was realized 
that players at the forest preserve course 
deserved be t t e r accommodat ions t h a n 
they were gettiog. But the quest ion was, 
who's going to provide them? 

George F . Stromberg, forestry improve-
ment chmn. , decided that the golfers 
themselves would have lo get t he lodge 
projec t rolling if it ever was to get s tar ted, 
A mass meet ing of clubswingers p roved 
lhat there were plenty of persons w h o 
were willing to lend a band . Radio pro-
grams and newspaper articles stirred up 
fu r the r enthusiasm. 

The forest preserve commission, taking 
note of the popular d e m a n d for a golf 
lodge, voted to give all proceeds of one 
month 's play (August , 1956) to the move-
ment . This amounted to $4,700, leaving a 
balance of about $6,000 to be raised. 

Women Play Big Part 
A tag day, sponsored b y tbe golfers 

with the assistance of Strornberg's depar t -
ment, brought $838 into the coffers. A 
ham dinner at t he course was good for an-
other $789. W o m e n players, incidentally, 
ou td id the m e n in gett ing behind these 

Exterior ond interior views of the lodge, 

projects arid in soliciting subscriptions for 
t he lodge. A kickoff breakfast was all tha t 
was necessary to get the ladies into t he 
spirit of t he thing. 

S t romberg a n d A. G. Gaet jer , forest 
preserve supt , , personally solicited $3,000 
in subscriptions, Harold Strutz, pro, got 
the necessary number of craf tsmen to do-
nate their services to the construction of 
the lodge, and also negot iated for the ma-
terial used in bui lding it. 

T h e SJ 1,000 that was eventually raised 
went into materials and it was necessary 
for the golf commit tee to go ooce more to 
tbe forest preserve commission and ask for 
funds . On this occasion, $2,500 was grant-
ed. In the meant ime, with a generous do-
nation of night t ime, weekend and holiday 
labor, the lodge was practically complet-
ed, T h e $2,500 that came f rom the com-
mission enabled the golfers to pu t the fi-
nal p iece of panel ing and the last s tr ip of 
flooring into the building. 

W h a t is the lodge valued at today? 
Conservatively, $35,000. 

Because, of this cooperat ion all a round, 
it hasn ' t b e e n necessary for the Rock Is-
land forest preserve commission to in-
crease fees to de f r ay the cost of t he golf 
lodge. You can still play there through the 



week for 75 cents a round - $1.00 on Sat-
urdays, Sundays and holidays. And, you 
won't be playing on just an ordinary 
course. Rock Island golfers have always 
taken just as much pride in the mainte-
nance of their 18-hole layout as they do 
in their new lodge. 

Hillcrest Looks to Guests 
to Supply Profit Margin 

By BILL SHERMAN 

Woodrow VV. Woody is the kind of golf-
er who once complained to the owner of 
a golf course, "Why don't you people keep 
this course in decent shape?" 

The harassed owner re plied, "Why 
don't you buy this course and keep it in 
any kind of shape you want?" 

Woody did. In the interim Woody has 
not only changed the phvsieat appearance 
ol Hillcrest CC in Mt. Clemens, Mich., 
but altered its operational setup. 

For many years Hillcrest was one of 
the many daily fee courses that serve 
northern metropolitan Detroit, In 1958, 
however, tbe club takes on a new look 

Hil lcrejt clubhouse in architectural stoge. 

with a $750,000.00 clubhouse, private 
membership and outside guest facilities 
that probably are unmatched in the Mid-
west, 

Woody, an automobile dealer from Pon-
tile, has been a golf addict ail his life. At 
Hillcrest lies attempting to earn his prof-
its from outside guest activity and pav the 
operational overhead from private mem-
berships. 

Accordingly, the membership fees con-
•a® equity; they scale at a high of 

$480.00 for a family- (including all single 
children under 21) to $300.00 for a sin-
gle. Social memberships that exclude golf 
are available for $200.00. 

The course has undergone a facelifting-
its longer and tighter than before. The 
new clubhouse covers 52,000 sq. ft. has 
seven overall levels with divided quarters 
lor members and outside guests. 

The guest traffic will be confined to 
private parties, banquets, outings, wed-
dings, etc. 

As many as 2,200 people can dine at 
Hillcrest at one time in its many dining 
rooms. Here is the rundown of all the 
clubs special facilities: 

Motor City Ballroom - can be divided 
into three separate dining rooms by elec-
tric doors; has capacity of 800. 

Penthouse Ballroom — upper level; 
glass wall that overlooks golf course; no 
pillars; capacity of 1,000. 
Supper club — for members and non-mem-
bers; overlooks 25 meter swimming pool 
designed by Clarence Pickston; has dance 
floor and stage, (capacity 125). 

Locker rooms - Men's, 500; Women's 
250. 

Pro Shop - 55x27 ft. 
Hillcrest also has another members' din-

ing room, members' grill, massage room, 
barber shop and steam room. 

For the kids there are a spray pool and 
bathhouse adjoined by a small snack bar. 

Tbe overseer and mgr. of these many 
functions is Ray Choueri whom Woody-
first met while visiting Europe. Woody ex-
tended an invitation to Choueri to be his 
guest should he ever visit the U. S. 
Choueri's visit coincided with Woody's If 
purchase of Hillcrest and he had a job. ' 

Hillcrest is aiming for 400 family, 200 
social and 100 single memberships. The 
drive is started but the rolls are not full 
yet. The Club policy states there are no 
outside charges other than locker and 
storage fees of $15.00 plus special guest 
fees. Members are encouraged to bring | 
guests as often as desired. 

Michigan-Border Cities Men 
Ce lebrate Stan Hil l D a y 

Michigan and Border Cities golf course -
supts. were guests at Essex G&CC, Wind-
sor, Ont., May 6 in celebrating Stan Hiil 
Day. Stanley, manager of the Warren 
Valley GC, past pres., Michigan and 
Border Cities GCSA and at present a di-
rector of the organization, is retiring after 
many years of service to Wayne county 
(Michigan) golfers. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hill are planning a trip 
to England and Scotland. On the journey * 
he'll probably add to his large collection 
of picture slides, a hobby that has pro-
vided a feature of the association's annual 
Christmas party. 

Hill will retain his directorship in the 
M&BC organization. 


