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( left to right): James M. Latham, J r . , M. K. Jeffords, George H. King, Andrew Bertoni, Dr. Glenn Burton, 

George P. Donaldson, B. P. Robinson. 

Burton Gets G C S A A w a r d 
for Work w i t h Bermudas 

During the recent Southeastern Tur f -
grass conference at T i f ton , Ga., Dr. Glenn 
Burton was p resen ted a p l aque by the 
GCSA for liis extensive and valuable work 
in t he propagat ion of hybr id Bermudas. 

Making the presenta t ion on behalf of 
GCSA was Director Andrew Bertoni, Supt. 
at Meadowbrook CC, Northville, Mich. , 

w h o also appea red as a speaker on t he 
conference program. W h e n present ing the 
award Bertoni said: "The GCSA has found 
it a privilege to present you with this 
p l aque in recognition of your promotion 
of turfgrass. T h e cross-breeding and prop-
agation of "refined grasses has earned the 
grat i tude of golfers, tu r fmen and lawn 
lovers th roughout t he world, Supts. ad-
mire, honor and grateful ly apprec ia te your 
many splendid achievements ." 

ways thought tha t theory sound as app l ied to 
most common l a w n grasses such as bluegrass 
and fescue hu t I have been led to bel ieve that 
bent shou ld be wa te red tho rough ly 5 o r 6 t imes 
a week. Most of the good grass greens tha t I 
have p layed on seem to stay we t p re t t y con-
stant ly. Ou r supt. fo l lows y o u r theory and waters 
the greens only tw ice a week and not too 
thorough ly then. I w o u l d cer ta in ly appreciate 
your remarks on this subject. ( V a . ) 

A. Most bent greens that are thoroughly 
w a t e r e d f i v e to six t imes a w e e k usual ly are 
b a d l y o v e r w a t e r e d . Bent can't use this m u c h 
w a t e r but it s truggles to adapt itself to this 
pract ice w h i c h is used to k e e p greens sof t . A 
dry green is a hea l thy green . D i s e a s e s n e e d lots 
of mois ture to grow and spread. Supts , w h o try 
to k e e p greens on t h e dry side to k e e p them 
heal thy are very l ikely to b e cri t ic ized for the 
greens be ing too hard. A hard green is difficult 
for m o s t players , amateurs e spec ia l ly , because 
no o n e e y e r taught them h o w to play to a firm 
green. Rather than invi te exces s ive d i sease wi th 
excess w a t e r d e s i g n e d to k e e p the green soft , it 
w o u l d h e better to thoroughly aerate greens at 
intervals and to incorporate sand. Th i s , in e f fec t 
c h a n g e s soil c o m p o s i t i o n , creates better drain-
age , d e e p e r roots and greater res i l ience. 

Greens c a n b e k e p t drier and healthier and 
capable of h o l d i n g a we l l -p layed shot e v e n w h e n 
they are dry! A g o o d w a t e r i n g twice a w e e k , plus 
spot touchups as n e e d e d , should maintain greens 
in g o o d shape if the grass is a d a p t e d , am! has 
d e e p roots in a we l l -dra ined soil . 

Filling In Bare Spots 
Q. Ou r m u n i c i p a l course is b u i l t a round a h i l l 

w i t h an average slope of tt f t . per 100 , W e have 
bentgrass greens and bluegrass tees. The fa i r -
ways are most ly b lue grama w i t h some crested 
wheat . The blue grama is g row ing as i t does on 
the pasture In this count ry , in bunches w i t h bare 
spoLs between. W e are t r y i ng to m o w , wa te r and 
Fertil ize to get the grass to spread. 

Ou r quest ion is, w o u l d i t hu r t o r he lp Ihe 
f a i rway s i tuat ion to use a 20 - ton ro l ler to b r i n g 
the grass c lumps down level w i t h tbe surfaces or 
w o u l d i t be better to aerate and keep f i l l i n g i n ? 
<N. M e x . ) 

A. M y better j u d g m e n t tel ls m e to advise you 
not to use the 2 0 - t o n roller to sm oot h t h e sur-
face of the fa irways . 1 am afraid that this m i g h t 
create s u c h c o m p a c t i o n that you w o u l d not b e 
able to ge t water to enter the soil nor w o u l d the 
grass survive this treatment for l o n g . 1 w o u l d 
advise you to c o n t i n u e to water and fert i l i ze so 
as to g ive the grass a c h a n c e to spread and fi l l 
in t h e voids. Unfor tunate ly , b lue grama wi l l i%ot 
do this b y itself . I w o u l d advise introducing 
some B u f f a l o grass and s o m e Ugandagrass for 
more rapid coverage in your c l imate . By f i l l ing 
t h e spaces b e t w e e n the grama c lumps w i t h these 
spreading grasses , your water a n d ferti l izer wi l l 
b e ab le to do some g o o d and y o u wil l b e ab le to 
m o w and d e v e l o p a fairly smooth , d e n s e fair-
w a y sod. 1 am not sure that 1 w o u l d cont inue to 
do m u c h aerating if you are ab le to obta in satis-
factory penetrat ion of irrigation water . This 
might b e a c c o m p l i s h e d later on w h e n the turf is 
solid. (Please furti to page 3 6 ) 


