How We Saved the Turf

at North Hempstead

OUR greens have had a long history

of summer burn-out that are now
kept at a dense, rich green all summer.
~ When I came to North Hempstead CC
in 1948, after 35 year’s experience in this
area, the turf was in really poor condi-
tion. Every sum-
mer the greens
and tees would
burn out and lose
turf. Members
often referred to
the club as a
“spring and fall
course.”

In 35 years, a
fellow learns how
to handle most si-
tuations in  main-
taining a course,
but during the past
nine years nothing
we did at North Hempstead kept us from
losing turf on the greens and tees. We
tried extensive aeritying and cultivation,
new chemicals, different fertilizing pro-
grams. And, of course, we did a lot of

Joe Sylvester

Roots this year are twice as deep as they would
normally be.
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hand watering. All our efforts were to no
avail. We still had a “spring and fall
course,

Much of our trouble was due to shallow
rooting. In 1956, we read in GOLFDOM
about the results being obtained with
the new non-ionic wetting agent, Aqua-
Gro. Here was a new technique that
sounded as if it might help! The quick,
deep penetration of “wetter water” should
encourage deeper roots. Freer avuilabilitiy'
of water shou?d bring our turf through
the summer.

In early June, 1957, the greens were
already starting to burn out, showing the
usual dry, brown patches of dormant turf.
We bought a supply of Aqua-Gro and
spraved greens, collars and approaches on
June 22 with the recommended dosage
of 8 ozs. to 1,000 sq. ft. The results
were amazing! The treated areas took
water much faster. We noticed that the
soil was more uniformly wet. Actually,
in less than 48 hours, the improvement
in the grass on the greens was notice-
able. By mid-July the greens had com-

letely recovered with no evidence of
hrown, dormant areas. The greens had
regained their early spring vigor and
were in excellent shape throughout the
rest of the summer!

Many of the greens have mounds which
were particularly hard to water, requir-
ing considerable labor for hand-watering.
After the first application of Aqua-Gro,
the men noticed a definite softening of
the mounds. They took water quickly and
their maintenance became much easier.

Softer, Easier to Walk On

The fact that we had such good turf
on our greens through the summer brought
many favorable comments and questions
from members. We knew then that our
problem was solved. Using Aqua-Gro as
a maintenance tool, we would no longer
have only a “spring and fall course.”

With results obtained on the greens
by mid-July, we decided to spray our
tees and high knolls on the fairways.
Results were equally successful. We felt
that treated areas were more effectively
watered by our sprinkling system because
the turf recoveredl.) Actually, all the treated

(Continued on page 88)

Galfdom



KEN Shop Supplies

Help You Give Better Service

PRORYTHMIC

Golf and Tennis Balance

Used by virtually every golf club maker
throughout the world for accurately measur-
ing swinging balance and correct weight. Es-
sential in any Pro shop whers golf clubs and
tennis racqueis are sold. Made and sold only
by Kenneth Smith.

ALSO: Ellingham Tools, Grip Conditioner, Ad-
hesives, Listing, Buffing and Cleaning Supplies
— and all other shop needs The most com-
plete stock of golf supplies in the golf industry.

Write for handy SHOP SUPPLY LIST

GOLP CLUBS 4
BOX 41-GM, KANSAS CITY 4] MO.
Worlds Largesd Cuslom Cluh Maken

GOLF DISPLAY FIXTURES
FOR_PEG-BOARDS
GOLF BAG TAGS
GOLF PRIDE GRIPS

ALSO CLUB MEMBERSHIP TAGS
PRO CHARGE BOOKS
GREEN FEE BOOKS
“I-D" CLUB IDENTIFICATION LABELS
BEAUTIFUL GOLF PRO STATIONERY
CADDIE & WAITERS BADGES
8 CLUB CARRIERS
GOLF COURSE SIGNS
GOLF BALL PUNCH BOARDS
MERCHANDISE CERTIFICATES
GOLF CAR CONTRACTS & KEY SYSTEMS
SCORE CARDS

MILLER GOLF PRINTING

2053 HARVARD AVE., DUNEDIN, FLA.
SEND FOR CATALOGUE
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North Hempstead Turf
(Continued from page 46)
areas were softer and easier to walk on.
The greens would hold a shot better,
and it was easier to tee-up a ball on the
tees. In the latter part of August, we
made a follow-up application on the
greens as re(ummonde(f (2 to 3 months
later.) There was a continual improve-
ment in both appearance and density of
turf. This lasted into the fall.
This past year has proved to me that

Greens and putting clock (above) no longer fade

with first heat spell. Members are elated to know

they can play from April Through October at North
Hempstead on turf that will hold up.

there are new techniques being developed
continually that many of us aren’t aware
of. Changing characteristics of plain water
and making it “wetter” is certainly one
of them. Besides producing excellent turf,
we estimate that we have saved 30 per
cent in the labor needed to maintain our
greens and tees, We have used less water
and we have watered less frequently than
before. Last April we examined the roots

| of the turf on the treated areas and

found them to be nearly twice as deep
as in previous years.

This year we will be using Aqua-Gro
extensively. We plan to use it in treating
the clubhouse lawn and other high traffic
areas as well as for more general use
on the course.

Committee Studies Traps

A sand trap committee has been ap-
pointed at Beverly CC_(Chicago dist.).
Green Chmn. R. A. Podesta in a note to
his committee says: “When it is realized
that since 1940, the cost of sand has in-
creased about 70% and in the same period
our labor cost has risen over 60%, it be-
comes obvious that a re-appraisal of our
trap situation is desirable. The program
should have the following objectives:
Elimination of unnecessary traps. Possi-
ble reduction in size of traps. Possible
redesign and/or relocation of present
traps.

Golfdom



