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Recession Not Felt 

Golf Sales Forge 
Ahead in Spite of 
Spotty Weather 

By HERB GRAFFIS 

W e a t h e r , m o r e t h a n g e n e r a l bus i -
ness c o n d i t i o n s , h a s a c c o u n t e d f o r 
k e e p i n g p r o b u s i n e s s f r o m a s u b -
s t a n t i a l i n c r e a s e t h e f i r s t S& m o n t h s 
of th i s yea r . 

P r o f e s s i o n a l s w h o , f o r a n u m b e r 
of r e a s o n s , a r e w e l l q u a l i f i e d a p -
p r a i s e r s of t h e golf b u s i n e s s s i tua -
t i on in t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e t e r r i t o r i e s 
w e r e s o u r c e s of i n f o r m a t i o n i n d i c a t -
i n g t h a t u p t o M a y 2 1 p r o b u s i n e s s 
n a t i o n a l l y s t o o d as f o l l o w s : 

C L U B S A L E S . . . A l i t t l e a h e a d 
of s a m e p e r i o d in 1957; 

B A L L S A L E S . . . F r o m 5% t o 
I0%> a h e a d of l a s t y e a r ; 

L E S S O N S . . . U p t o 15% a h e a d 
of las t y e a r . 

A P P A R E L , S H O E S A N D A C -
C E S S O R I E S . , . A b o u t 10% a h e a d 
of s a m e d a t e i n 1957, 

B a d w e a t h e r in Apr i l a n d t h e 
f i r s t half of M a y in E a s t e r n d i s t r i c t s 
h u r t p r o bus ines s . B a l m y w e e k - e n d s 
i n Apri l in t b c m i d w e s t e n c o u r a g e d 
a lot of p l ay , lessons a n d s h o p bus i -
ness m a d e u p f o r u n f a v o r a b l e 
w e a t h e r e l s e w h e r e . 

T h e i m p r o v e m e n t in a p p a r e l bus i -
n e s s s o m e p ros a t t r i b u t e t o m o r e 
b u y i n g of b e t t e r g r a d e m e r c h a n d i s e 
a n d b e t t e r d i s p l a y in p r o s h o p s . 

T w o p r o f e s s i o n a l s c o m m e n t e d 
t h a t a c h a n g e in s ty l e s e e m s t o b e a 
f a c t o r in l a r g e sa les of sh i r t s , w i t h 
t h e t r e n d b e i n g a w a y f r o m t h e g a u -
d y colors a n d des igns . 

T h u s f a r t h e r eces s ion h a s h a d 
v e r y l i t t l e e f f e c t o n golf b u s i n e s s . 
S e v e r a l p r o s c o m m e n t t h a t t h e g e n -
era l b u s i n e s s s l u m p h a s g i v e n s o m e 
p e o p l e a l i t t le m o r e t i m e f o r p l a y 
b u t t h a t if t h e recess ion c o n t i n u e s 
t h e r e is b o u n d to b e a d r o p in p l a y 
a t p u b l i c a n d d a i l y - f e e cour ses . 

T h e p r i n c i p a l r e f l ec t i on of t h e re-
cess ion on p r o b u s i n e s s h a s b e e n to 
m a k e b u y e r s of golf g o o d s a t p r i v a t e 
a n d p a y - p l a y c o u r s e s m o r e p r i c e -
consc ious . 

T h e p r o c o n s e n s u s is t h a t con t in -
u a n c e of t h e recess ion wi l l r e d u c e 
golf p l a y a n d sa les b u t a t p r e s e n t 
g o l f e r s a t p r i v a t e , p u b l i c a n d s e m i -
p u b l i c c o u r s e s d o n ' t s h o w s igns of 
b e i n g h u r t . 

S to r e C o m p e t i t i o n S p o t t y 
S t o r e c o m p e t i t i o n is s p o t t y . T h e 

" d i s c o u n t h o u s e s " a r e r e p o r t e d t o 
b e t o u g h e r c o m p e t i t i o n f o r t h e p r o s 
in s o m e sec t ions t h a n t h e s to res a re . 

I n s e v e r a l a r e a s golf r a n g e p r o -
f e s s i o n a l s a n d s m a l l c l u b s t h a t d o 
n o t h a v e p r o f e s s i o n a l s a r e c u t t i n g 
p r i c e s o n p r o - o n l y golf g o o d s . 

I n l a r g e m e t r o p o l i t a n d i s t r i c t s 
s to re c o m p e t i t i o n is cos t ly t o p r o s a t 
c l u b s where m e m b e r s ' i n c o m e is ju s t 
b a r e l y in t h e p r i v a t e c l u b b r a c k e t 
a n d to t h e p r o s a t p a y - p l a y cour ses . 
W h e n m o n e y is t i g h t t h e so -ca l l ed 
" b a r g a i n s t o r e s " t a k e t h e b u s i n e s s 
a w a y f r o m t h e pros . T h e r e ' s b e e n 
s o m e d e v e l o p m e n t of m e m b e r u n -
d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o ' b u y 
f r o m t h e p r o a n d g ive h i m a c h a n c e 
to m a k e a l iv ing o u t of b is s e rv i ce t o 
t h e c lub . 

Seve ra l p r o s r e p o r t t h a t t h e p r o -
o n l y P r o - F i t s h a f t lias b e e n a d e f i n -
i t e f a c t o r in b e a t i n g s to re c o m p e t i -
t i on . 

I n son i c cases p r o s h a v e b o o m e r -
a n g e d t h e s t o r e c o m p e t i t i o n b y 



When the Vista (Col i f . ) G & CC was off icial ly dedicated this spring, the tradit ional ribbon was cut, 
well known pros gave exhibit ions and several V I P ' j spoke. But a new twist was added when Ihe 
local local high school band ployed a concert on the polio of Ihe two-story clubhouse, o remodeled 
fomhouse. The $250 ,000 , 9-ho!e course fills a great need for Vista residents who formerly had to 
travel a considerable distance to play golf . The course is 2 ,750 yards with a par of 34. Bil l Most, 
who holds o similar post ot San Clemente CC , is pro at Visto. Steve 7 read w a y is his assistant. 

stocking competitively-priced lines. 
T r a d e - I n B i g F a c t o r 

Trade-in allowances also have 
been used by pros in some districts 
to beat store competition. 

T h e p r o a u t h o r i t i e s r e p o r t e d t h a t 
t r a d e - i n a l l o w a n c e s w e r e m a d e i n a t 
l e a s t .50 p e r c e n t of all p r o s h o p sa les 
of c l u b s a n d a t m a n y p r i v a t e a n d 
i e e c l u b s e v e r y sa l e e x c e p t to b e g i n -
ne r s , invo lves a n a l l o w a n c e for u s e d 
c l u b s . 

P ros c o m m e n t t h a t n o w in m o s t 
cases t h e sa le of a set of n e w c l u b s 
m e a n s m a k i n g t w o sales as t h e t r a d -
e d - i n set a l so m u s t b e sold. 

O n e of t h e t o p b u s i n e s s m e n in p r o 
golf says t h a t if it w e r e n ' t f o r t h e 
t r a d e d - I n a l l o w a n c e s p r o s w o u l d n ' t 
b e a b l e to sell n e a r l y t h e n u m b e r of 
c l u b s t h e y d o n o w a n d t h e b o t t o m 
w o u l d d r o p o u t of t h e q u a l i t y c l u b 
m a r k e t . 

N o p r o f e s s i o n a l r e p o r t e d a n y d i f -
f i c u l t y i n d i s p o s i n g of t h e t r a d e - i n s . 

T h e b u y e r s a r e p l a y e r s a t p u b l i c 
courses , b e g i n n e r s , c a d d i e s , j un io r s 
a n d golf r a n g e s . S o m e of t h e t r a d e -
in s a r e u s e d as r e n t a l sets . 

G e n e r a l l y t h e p r o s w h o t a k e t h e 
t r a d e - i n s f i g u r e t h a t t h e y a r e l u c k y 
if t h e y d o n ' t m a k e an a l l o w a n c e a n d 
a r e s a l e t h a t a m o u n t s t o c u t t i n g t h e 
p r i c e of t h e n e w se t t h a t is so ld . B u t 
t h e r e d o e s n ' t s e e m t o b e m a n y p r o 
Compla in t s a b o u t th i s as i t d e f i n i t e -
ly r e s u l t s in i n c r e a s i n g t h e g ross vol-
u m e a n d p r o f i t o n c l u b sales . 

A l l o w a n c e s Sti l l R e a s o n a b l e 

O n l y a f e w ca s e s of p r o s b e i n g 
p r e v a i l e d o n t o g ive u n r e a s o n a b l y 
l a r g e a l l o w a n c e s o n t r a d e d - i n se t s 
a r e r e p o r t e d . T h a t is an i m p r o v e -
m e n t ove r t h e s i t ua t i on a c o u p l e of 
y e a r s ago . M a y b e t h e p ros a r e ge t -
t i n g to b e s m a r t e r t r a d e r s a n d a r e 
n o t s t a m p e d e d b y p r e s s u r e of t h e 
p o t e n t i a l n e w c l u b b u y e r s . 

T h e r e w e r e s igns , a f e w y e a r s 
(Continued on page 89) 



Gol f Business Good 
(Continued from page 28) 

b a c k , t h a t t h e t r a d e - i n c l u b s m i g h t 
b e t h e h e a d a c h e t h a t u s e d c a r s a r e 
t o t h e a u t o m o b i l e d e a l e r s . P r o s ' 
g o o d b u s i n e s s j u d g m e n t a p p e a r s t o 
h a v e t h e t r a d e - i n s i t u a t i o n n o w w e l l 
u n d e r c o n t r o l . 

O n e p r o f e s s i o n a l c o m m e n t s o n t h e 
t r a d e - i n m a r k e t i n g : 

" T r a d e - i n c l u b b u s i n e s s n o w is so 
b i g a n d i m p o r t a n t t h a t w e m a y b e 
m i s s i n g t h e b o a t b y r e g a r d i n g i t c a -
s u a l l y b e c a u s e w e h a v e n o t r o u b l e 
in g e t t i n g r i d of t h e c l u b s w e t a k e 
in. 

" I a m t h i n k i n g of p u t t i n g t h e s e 
c l u b s i n t o g o o d s h i n e d - u p , r e v a r -
n i s h e d c o n d i t i o n , g e t t i n g t h e g r i p s 
r e n e w e d a n d p u t t i n g a d e c a l c o m a n -
ia o n t h e s h a f t s o r w o o d b e a d s h o w -
ing t h a t t h e c l u b s h a v e b e e n r e n e w -
e d b y m e . 

" I b e l i e v e I 'll m a k e m o n e y o n t h e 
d e a l a n d g e t g o o d a d v e r t i s i n g . " 

P r o R i s i n g C o s t s S h a r e d 
A p p a r e n t l y a b o u t ha l f of t h e p r i -

v a t e c l u b s h a v e b e e n u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
a n d h e l p f u l c o n c e r n i n g t h e s h a r p l y 
r i s i n g c o s t s of t h e s e r v i c e t h e y ex-
p e r t f r o m t h e p r o d e p a r t m e n t . 

R a i s i n g cos t s of c l u b - c l e a n i n g a n d 
s t o r a g e , b e t t e r c o n t r a c t s a n d w i t h 
s u b s t a n t i a l s a l a r i e s , a b s o r p t i o n of 
s o m e of t h e cos t s of a s s i s t a n t s ' s e r v -
i ces a n d , in a f e w c a s e s , p a y i n g f o r 
a d d i t i o n a l a s s i s t a n t ' s s e r v i c e w i t h 
golf e a r r e v e n u e , h a v e e a s e d t b e 
l o a d of h i g h e r o p e r a t i n g cos t s f o r 
s o m e p r o s . 

B u t t h e r e ' s st i l l a l o t t o b e d o n e in 
b a l a n c i n g t h e h i g h e r c o s t l o a d in 
p r o d e p a r t m e n t o p e r a t i o n s . M a n y 
c l u b o f f i c i a l s h a v e n ' t t h e s l i g h t e s t 
i d e a of h o w p r o d e p a r t m e n t s e r v i c e s 
t o m e m b e r s h a v e i n c r e a s e d a n d 
cos t s h a v e j u m p e d b e y o n d a f a i r d i -
v i s ion , S e v e r a l i n s t a n c e s a r e r e p o r t -
e d of a d j u s t m e n t s b e i n g p r o m p t l y 
m a d e w h e n c l u b o f f i c i a l s w e r e a c -
q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e s i t u a t i o n . 

T o u r n a m e n t In te res t Small 
M o s t p r o f e s s i o n a l s a d v i s e t h a t 

t h e i r e l u b m e m b e r s d o n ' t h a v e t h e 
s l i g h t e s t i n t e r e s t in t h e P G A T o u r -

toducwtg.M 

A DISTINCTIVE 

E.&H.SIMON Inc. 
381 Fourth Ave. N . Y . 16, N.Y. 

GOLF 
TROPHIES 
and PRIZES 
HIGHEST QUALITY! 
LOWEST PRICES!! 

HAND ENGRAVING ONLY 64 PER LETTER 

Manufacturers of "Dubbin' Doug" 

WRITE FOR FREE 1958 CATALOG 

THE TROPHY AND MEDAL SHOP 
Dept. G-6 10 5. Wnbosh Avenue 

Chicago 3, I l l inois CEntral 6-5018 

FAST 

SERVICE 



PHILLIPS 
CAM LOCK 

GOLF SPIKES 

The wor ld * f ine t t and best known. 

Wi l l not turn or break apart . 

PRO'S CHOICE 

F. C. PHILLIPS, INC. 
STOUGHTON, MASS. 

tends Them All — On /fs Record 

The Proven 

Automatic Tee PAR-TEE 

PAR ' I n c . 

ChJc.r. It. fit. 
,w.,. 1-1III 

Wo other 
golf tee 
approaches 
its 32 year 
record of — 
continuous, 
dependable 
service 
For 32 /ears—made, sold ond serviced by PAR-lnc. 
For 32 yeors—hundreds of PAR-TEEs in continuous 
use, and still the most modern tees, with lowest 
upkeep and unfaltering performance. No other lee 
has as many tees or years of use as the PAR-TEE. 
That's the record behind PAR-TEEs. Complete with 
driving and standing mat — ready for use irt a 
jiffy. Avai lable far rent or for sole. 

PAR- INC. 
Telephone: STewart 3-2400 

860 East 79th Street e Chicago 19, 111. 

n a i n e n t B u r e a u ' s d i s p u t e s . O n e p r o a d -
v i ses t h a t m e m b e r s in h i s l o c a l i t y h a v e 
b e e n t o ld t h e P G A s i d e of t h e l a t e s t 
c a s e a n d f e e l t h a t s o m e s p o n s o r s s h o u l d 
h a v e n o p a r t in golf f o r t h e g o o d of 
t h e g a m e . A n o t h e r p r o f e s s i o n a l b e l i e v e s 
t h a t t h e a v e r a g e m e m b e r f e e l s t h e P G A 
s h o u l d c l e a n u p i ts h o u s e . T w o m o r e 
e x p r e s s t h e o p i n i o n t h a t c l u b m e m b e r s 
w h o h a v e g r e a t r e g a r d f o r t h e i r o w n 
p r o s w o n d e r w h y t h e P G A c a n ' t c o n -
d u c t i ts t o u r n a m e n t o p e r a t i o n s o n t h e 
h i g h c lass b a s i s o n w h i c h t h e U S G A 
o p e r a t e s w i t h c l u b s t h a t a r e h o s t s t o 
its c h a m p i o n s h i p s . 

W o m e n ' s G o l f P i c t u r e B r i g h t 
O n t h e c o m p l e t e l y b r i g h t s i d e of t h e 

golf b u s i n e s s p i c t u r e a s p r o a u t h o r i t i e s 
s e e it is w o m e n ' s go l f . 

O n l y o n e p r o r e p o r t e d t h a t w o m e n ' s 
p l a y so f a r t h i s y e a r i sn ' t a h e a d of las t 
y e a r ' s f i g u r e a t h i s c l u b a n d , g e n e r a l l y , 
in h i s d i s t r i c t . All o t h e r s s a i d t h a t in-
c r e a s e i n w o m e n ' s p l a y h a s b e e n f r o m 
" a v e r a g e " t o " e x c e l l e n t . " 

W o m e n ' s b u y i n g a t p r o s h o p s i sn ' t in-
c r e a s i n g in p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e i n c r e a s e 
in w o m e n ' s p l a y . T h e w o m e n a r e c l o s e 
b u y e r s , e s p e c i a l l y of c l u b s . T h e y a r e 
d o i n g q u i t e a l o t of a p p a r e l b u y i n g f o r 
t h e i r h u s b a n d s a n d c h i l d r e n in t h e p r o 
s h o p s so s e v e r a l p r o s a d v i s e . 

National Senior Open 
T h e second Na t iona l Senior O p e n is 

s c h e d u l e d to b e held at Spokane , Wash . , 
Sept . 13-15. G e o r g e H o w a r d , p r o at 
O ' D o n n e 11 G C , Pa lm Spr ings , Calif . , is 
pres . of t he Na t iona l Senior and loe 
Albi, pres. of t he Ath le t i c l l ound Tab le , 
T a c o m a , is t o u r n a m e n t sponsor . 

COLBY PIONEER PEAT 
Products for building ond maintaining golf 
greens are ava i lab le in winter storage for 
prompt shipment. 
BLACK—cultivated fine milled for top dressing. 
BROWN—peat for building new greens, 
GREENS—top dressing (1 /3 peat - 1/3 sharp 
sand and 1 3 loam), or any required propor-
tion. 

QUOTATIONS on materials packed in pJastic 
lined bags, or in bulk gladly furnished. 

COLBY PIONEER PEAT CO. 
P.O. Box 115 NANIONTOWN, IOWA 


