
International Comes 
Into Its Own in 

Japanese Matches 
By HERB GRAFFIS 

T h e f i f th annua l pro golfers ' in te rna-
tional compet i t ions , o r ig ina ted h y t h e la te 
John Jay Hopk ins , def in i te ly e s t ab l i shed 
this event as t h e p r o golf Olympics . 

T h e H o p k i n s idea of a super la t ive 
in te rna t iona l t o u r n a m e n t was mos t suc-
cessfully p r e s e n t e d in J a p a n w i t h F r a n k 
Pace , jr. ca r ry ing on for Hopk ins . 

Pace s u c c e e d e d H o p k i n s as pres . of t h e 
g igan t i c Gene ra l D y n a m i c s Corp . a n d as 
h e a d of t he In t e rna t iona l Golf Assn. 
F o r m e r l y Secy, of t h e A r m y h e h a s been 

m e n t b u r e a u m g r . a n d d e v e l o p e d t o u r n a -
m e n t golf in to b ig business . C o r c o r a n con-
ce ived t h e P G A Senior t o u r n a m e n t idea 
on a sect ional qua l i f y ing basis and t h e 
in ternat ional compet i t ion f o r t he senior 
p r o t i t le b e t w e e n P G A of Amer ica and 
British P G A senior champions . H e got 
Teache r ' s Scotch whisky in teres ts t o p u t 
u p the m o n e y for t h e p r o g r a m tha t h a s 
m a d e t h e Senior t o u r n a m e n t a m a j o r 
f e a t u r e of t h e P G A compe t i t i ve a n d social 
p rog ram. 

Corco ran also was respons ib le for t h e 
A m e r i c a n p r o girls' Amer ican t o u r n a m e n t s 
and E u r o p e a n tour u n d e r sponsorsh ip of 
Alvin H a n d m a c h e r . 

Wi th t he suppo r t of Hopk ins a n d P a c e 
the I G A lias been d e v e l o p e d b y Corco ran 
into a s t rong a n d smooth ly o p e r a t i n g 
organ iza t ion p re sen t ing golf as an in-
f luence for in te rna t iona l f r iendl iness . 

In t h e galleries and in t h e c l u b h o u s e 

Kasumigoselu officials brief girl cc 

a contes tan t in t h e U. S. Na t iona l Amateu r , 
P a c e worked s t renuous ly in t h e p lan-

ning, t o u r n a m e n t ope ra t i ng a n d p u b l i c 
relat ions activit ies of t he compe t i t ions 
wh ich consist of a 72-hole ind iv idua l low 
score even t for t h e Hopk ins In t e rna t iona l 
t r o p h y and , s imul taneous ly , t w o - m a n 
t eam p lay for t h e C a n a d a C u p . 

T e a m s f r o m 3 0 count r ies c o m p e t e d a t 
t he Kasumigasek i C C , a m a g n i f i c e n t pri-
va t e c lub 32 miles f r o m the cen te r of 
Tokyo . 

Hopk ins , a t t h e t ime of his d e a t h , w a s 
c h a i r m a n of t h e advisory c o m m i t t e e of 
t he P G A . H e h a d m a d e it a po in t to ge t 
i n f o r m e d a b o u t t he bus iness of golf. l i e 
e n g a g e d Fred Corco ran as m g r . of t he 
In t e rna t iona l Golf Assn. Corco ran h a d 
succeeded Bob H a r l o w as P G A tourna -

lies before match e j get underway. 

at Kasumigaseki d u r i n g t h e four d a y s of 
t he I n t e r n a t i o n a l Golf Assn. c h a m p i o n s h i p s 
U, S,, J a p a n e s e and o the r repor te r s said 
t h e r e w e r e m o r e d ip lomats , o ther of f ica ls 
of g o v e r n m e n t s a n d h igh officials of wor ld-
w i d e b ig business organiza t ions t h a n ever 
b e f o r e seen in j a p a n . 

It can b e said to t he credi t of t he p r o 
golfers of all na t ions t ha t t h e y ably a n d 
g race fu l ly h a n d l e d t h e responsibi l i t ies of 
be ing rep resen ta t ives of the i r r e spec t ive 
countr ies . 

J a p a n e s e Co-Sponsors 
C o r c o r a n m a d e t w o t r ips t o J a p a n for 

t h e business of t he c h a m p i o n s h i p . Co-
sponsor ing re la t ionships w e r e f o r m e d wi th 
t h e J a p a n Golf Assn. and Yomiur i Shim-
b u n , largest n e w s p a p e r iu J apan . Yomiuri 
S h i m b u n h a d p r o m o t e d tou r s of Atner-



ican baseball ehibs to Japan, 
T h e victory of Torakichi Nakamura 

(274) over Sam Snead, Gary Player of 
South Africa and David Thomas of Wales 
who tied for second at 281, and of the 
Nakamura-Koichi Ono team at 557 against 
the second place, 566, of Snead and 
Demare t was gleeful news to Japan's 
250,000 golfers and those Japanese mil-
lions who have only the haziest idea of 
golf being some sort of a sport. 

Gets Wide Coverage 
T h e Internat ional championship at 

Tokyo got the widest coverage a golf 
competition ever had. Newspapers , mag-
azines, radio and TV stations of the 30 
countries represented gave unprecedented 
space to news and features of the event . 

T h e tournament involved expenses of 
more than $200,000, making it the biggest 
money affair in golf. Plane fares were 
approximately $80,000. 

Hopkins selected Japan as the site of 
the 1957 IGA tournament . 

Players who didn' t want to travel from 
the Imperial hotel in Tokyo to Kasumi-
gaseki CC had the privilege of occupying 
officers' quarters at the Johnson Air Force 
Base, about 5 miles from the course. 

Kasumigaseki has t w o fine 18 hole 
courses. T h e East course, of 6900 yds., 
is the one on which the IGA event was 
played. 

Course Deserves World F a m e 
T h e course was pronounced by widely-

traveled pros as one of the finest they 'd 
ever played. Architecturally and seenical-
ly it is somewhat similar to Pinehurst No. 
2. It has two sets of greens, winter and 
summer, both very well bunkered and not 
far apart. 

The International championship was 
played on the summer greens which are 
korai grass, very thick and slow, almost 
like put t ing on cocoa mats. 

Japanese are hoping to get one of the 
new f ine Bermuda strains from the U. S. 
to pu t in these greens. The K C C fair-
ways, according to Snead and Demare t 
and the British, Australian, South African 
and European pros, are perfect . T h e fair-
way turf is like a close, upright-growing 
Bermuda, 

Japan's 78 golf courses, 17 of which are 
around Tokyo, are on so many di f ferent 
elevations, under such a wide variety of 
weather conditions, that ihe island has 
practically the American range of golf 
turf problems. 

Yuji Kodera, secy.; Japan Golf Assn., 
wants to get USGA green section informa-

tion ou improving condition of Japanese 
courses. 

It was t h e put t ing of Nakamura and 
Ono diat put them well ahead of the 
competition, Pete Nakamura couldn' t put t 
the fast greens at Chicago's T a m o' Shan-
tcr in 1952 or those at Laval-sur-Ie-Lac, 
Quebec, in 1954, but he and Ono had 
the knack of banging u p the put ts on the 
KCC /preens. 

Architect Got Started in U. S. 
The KCC courses were designed by 

Kinya Fuj i ta , member of a prominent 
Japanese family, who played his first golf 
at Jackson Park, a Chicago public eourse, 
w h e n h e was a s tudent at the University 
of Chicago. Fuj i ta later went to Miami 
(O. )i University and Columbia. In Japan 
he pi tched on his university baseball team 
and played on a Japanese Davis C u p ten-
nis team. 

Fuji ta, a very lively fellow who cele-
brated his 75tli bir thday dur ing the tourna-
ment , was architect for several other of 
Japan's best courses, among them Kawa-
na's two I8s at a seaside resort and Nasu, 
a mountain hot springs resort course 
which is played only about two months 
in the summer. Fuj i ta met Capt . Alison 
of the noted British architectural team of 
Colt and Alison in 1914 when Alison was 
designing the Tokyo C C course. In 1919 
and 1920 when Fuj i ta was in England he 
studied golf architecture with Alison and 
later had Alison go over and suggest 
changes in courses Fuji ta had designed. 
Kasumigaseki's courses were only slightly 
altered by Alison, 

One of the Kawana courses is known 
as the Pebble Beach of Japan. It is the 
country's toughest course and some travel-
ed golfers say it is second only to Pine 
Valley in difficulty. 

The KCC was opened in 1929. It lias 
2,000 members , 1,000 of them active. 
Among the members a re 200 Americans, 
The clubhouse is qui te modern in archi-
tecture. 

Entrance fee is the equivalent of $834. 
Monthly dues are 1000 yen or about $2.78. 

Top grade American and English balls 
retail in Japan for $1.67, 

Girl Caddies Star 
At the K C C ref reshment tent during 

the matches excellent hot dogs sold for 
19 cents and fine sandwiches (ham, 
cheese, etc.) for 42 cents. 

Pictures and stories on the girl eaddies 
at K C C got the biggest world-wide circula-

(Continued oti page 54) 



Philalefphita CC's ultra modem clubhouse ond Olympic pool, opened last summer, may well set 
a trend in country club architecture. The $1.5 million project commands a view of the Schuylki l l 
Va l l ey and has separate recreation areas fa r each member at the family . Phi ladelphia CC is the 

third oldest organized club in If. S. and was second ta receive a P G A charter . 

International Matches 
(Continued from page 3 7 ) 

tion of any recent golf feature. Snead, 
Demare t and other visiting pros said the 
Japanese girls were about as good as the 
best caddies they 'd had and bet ter than 
most. 

The 75 girl caddies employed during 
the tournament were selected f rom the 
club's 250 giri caddies af ter all the girls 
had gone through a t raining course. Three 
girls were wi th each 2-man team of pros, 
the third girl carrying a small bag or soil 
and fertilizer, which was used for im-
mediately repairing divots, and a flat 
stick on a bamboo handle which was used 
instead of a rake lor smoothing traps. 

T h e girls wore attractive uniforms of 
red jackets, blue slacks, blue caps and 
whi te tennis shoes. T h e n a m e of the 
player for whom the girl was eaddying 
appeared on the front of the caddie's 
jacket and the player's country on the 
back of the jacket. This label of t he player 
on his caddie's shirt or jacket is a practice 
Corcoran introduced at a Palm Beach 
Bound Robin tournament. 

T h e caddies, who were small and 
sturdy, be tween 18 and 21, were remark-

ably erect, graceful and fast in carrying 
the heavy bags. W h e n shagging practice 
balls the caddies would pick u p the balls 
and clean them immediately before plac-
ing them in the shag bag. 

Regulation caddie pay at KCC is about 
56 cents for 18 holes. Tipping is pro-
hibited under normal circumstances. Most 
of the International championship players, 
however, t ipped the girls. The caddies, in 
numerous instances, gave their players 
little gifts at the end of tfie tournament . 
Several pros got head covers their caddies 
had knitted. 

PGA Quarter-Century Tourney 
Carded for Week of Feb. 10 

Fif th annual tournament of the PGA 
Quarter-Century club will b e held at 
Dunedin, Fla., the week of Feb. 10, ac-
cording to John lnglis, who has been run-
ning the event since its inception. Al Wa t -
rous, winner of the competition in 1957, 
is expected to be back to defend his 
championship. Other past title winners in-
clude Jules Blanton, Harry Cooper and 
Louis Chiapet ta . Professional Golf Co. of 
Chattanooga, Tenn, has sponsored the 
Quarter-Century for the last three years. 


