
well a condition ior its incutners. What's 
more, they probably wouldn't hold still 
for it very long. 

Many of the old "sporty" courses were as 
full of land traps and rough mounds, as a 
dog is fleas. Most of them bothered nobody 
but the dub. I hcir presence could not al-
ways be blamed on the designer; many 
Green committee chairman have had a yen 
to add something of performance as a per-
sonal memorial. Today most reconstruction 
work consists of removing these duffer 
headaches. 

Why Punish Duffers? 
Modern trapping on a course is big and 

bold, designed io catch good players' bad 
shots only. Why not? The duffer pays the 
hills and why should he suffer a 110 when 
a 91 would make him happier? 

I bis is not a plea for easier courses on 
whith any dub can shoot an 80. I do think, 
however, that players have a right to ex-
pt<i courses on which par is improbable, 
and 90 is fair going for the average mem-
ber. 

Recentlv the adveni of the caddy cart 
and the electric "golf buggy" has been 
a (actor in (hanging golf course design 
Their use tends to concentrate traffic and 
cause wear and tear. Proper routing and 
parking of these vehic les must be conside r 
ed. 1 think it epiite possible that eventually 
we shall have to hard surface off-fairway 
lanes for golf buggies on hilly holes and 
provide mandatory parking space for both 
t.irts anil buggies between the green and 
ihe next tee. Certainly the wear and tear 
on greens and aprons caused by caddy carts 
can't be tolerated much longer. This is a 
striking example of player demand creat-
ing a problem to which supts. demand a 
solution. 

These arc just a few highlights on the 
whole problem of designing golf courses 
as much as possible in (he tradition of the 
Royal and Ancient game and still making 
them adaptable for the presrnt day need 
of golf for the millions. 

Par 3 Course Gets Former Golfers 
Rernie Manronie. gen, mgr., Arroyo Sect) 

18-hole par 3 course al South Paiadena, 
Calif,, says it's amazing how many custom-
ers of the course are people who used to 
play golf but for various reasons gave it 
up. Lou of beginners arc playing the par 
5 course, too. Marronie says the unique 
problems of maintenance under heavy play 
call for special procedure which supt. Boh 
Jones has devised. 

Pro Confronted fay 
Economic Problems 

The club official or member who 
has even a dim idea of how pro de-
partment operating costs have in 
creased in the past two years is a very-
rare person. 

I n q u i r i e s by G O L F D O M show f i -
g u r e s i n d i c a t i n g l h a t p r o s h o p e x 
penses i n 1956 w e r e f r o m 15 t o 20 
p e r c e n t h i g h e r t h a n i n 1 9 M . I he i n 
crease has been h i g h e r t h a n those o f 
course a n d c l u b h o u s e o p e r a t i o n s o v e r 
a l i k e p e r i o d . 

W h a t makes t h e s i t u a t i o n t o u g h f o r 
t h e p r o is t h a i t h e cos l o f l a b o r has 
b e e n r i s i n g a t a l i m e w h e n t h e r e is 
less o p p o r t u n i t y t o have t h e c u s t o m e r 
share i h e i n c r e a s e d e x p e n s e . 

Club-cleaning Iroys now get more 
than pros were paid as salary at many 
clubs ten years ago. Good assistants 
are hard to get and keep. The hours 
are long. The pay, while high con 
sidcring pro department revenue, 
doesn't compare favorably with other 
businesses which have insurance, paid 
vacations, sick leasre and other bene 
fits not offered in professional goll 
work. 

Pros s ta te t h a t t h e m a j o r i t y o f y o u n g 
sters l o o k i n g f o r jobs as assistants w a n t 
t o p l ay g o l f r a t h e r t h a n w o r k at i t . 

Club Fitting—All Important 

The older professional whose bench 
dubmaking experience was a valuable part 
of his training has io teach his assistants 
what clubmaking (aught him about club 
fitting. 

Clubs arc definitely better made in ihe 
leading factories than they were made at 
trenches. But progress in manufacture is 
offset by diminished capacity for using 
the important fitting factor in (lie pros' 
effort to command strong club business. 
Pros made their club business great by 
knowing how to expertly fit the rtghi 
clubs to the player's physique, swing, tem 
peramcnt and general type of game. They 
should look to protecting this advantage. 

More attention and study should he 
devoted to the relationship between the 
lesson and practice tee and proper fitting 
of clubs. 

George Heaney Pro, Brookside GC, 
Pasadena, Calif, j 


