
Grau's Answers 
to Turfgrass Question 

If you've go! a question you wont Dr, Fred V. 
Grou to answer, please address it to Grau Q&A, 

Golfdom, 407 S. Dearborn, Chicago 5, III. 

II \VI month we talked .tlxml the county 
J®-J agent, the public benefactor who works 
with farmers and suburbanites. T h i s month 
we shall discuss the "SubjeiL Matter Spe-
cialist" who backs up the county agent 
information on his particular subject. 

Ea<h stale extension service maintains 

H o w fhe Stafe Exfension 

Specialist Con Hefp You 

al headquar ters a staff of highly-trained 
people who are specialists in their subject. 
They work with and through the office of 
the county agent, usually at his request, 
to bring the latest information to inter-
ested taxpayers through meetings, the press, 
radio and TV, and through timely re-
leases (bulletins, pamphlets, etc.). This 
program is f inanced by appropr ia ted stale 
and Federal tax funds. 

T h e creation of a position of extension 
specialist usually results f rom requests from 
taxpayers. I his was irue in my tase when, 
in 1935, 1 received my appo in tmen t at 
Penn State. |oc Valentine and Marshall 
Farnham, among others, prevailed upon a 
Mr. McDowell, then director of extension, 
tor ihe appointsitent, supported by reasons 
to justify the expense. 

Extension special ills cover virtually 
every pha.se of agriculture, Turfgrass 
groups are ent i t led t o the services just as 
farm organizations are. Creation of the 
position and ihe scheduling of services are 
obtained by requests from leaders of groups 
to the county agent. In no case is there 
any charge for services. 

Just what lines of work are covered by 
the specialists? Let us examine the potsi-

bilities in some of the subjects which might 
be of value to turfgrass groups. 

Agronomy: f here may be specialists in 
hay and pasture, hybrid corn, turf. The re 
seems to lie no uniform policy. T h e turl 
man may be iu agronomy or in horticul-
ture. It varies iu different slates. 

Hort iculture: Specialists may be avail-
able in greenhouse work, fruits and veg-
etables, flowers or in trees and shrubs. I he 
wide variety of interests iu ibis depart-
ment , together with an equally wide 
variety of interests among turl men. makes 
this an exceedingly good possibility for 
assistance from specialists. 

Agricultural Engineering: Among the 
many services offered here are drainage 
ol soils, operat ion of engines and machiu-
ery. and runn ing grade levels. 

Forestry: Almost all turfgrass areas have 
need for trees and informat ion on how to 
care for them. 

Entomology: T h e insect problem will 
be with us always, presenting new prob-
lems yearly, 

Pathology: Diseases of grasses, shrubs 
and trees are among our most costly 
threats. 

I could go on naming many other de-
partments (accounting, business adminis 
trat ion, public speaking) — all available 
for the asking at n o cost. Only a lew 
specialists know turf but lhat is not ne-
tessary. Hie impor tant th ing is that they 
have information lhat any groups need 
plus willingness and the ability to present 
it clearly. 

If your group lacks speakers for meet-
ings ask your county agent for help. One 
of ihe extension specialists f rom a college 
might be the answer. Please do not expet i 
a new m.in to understand fully all your 



-Satan and John Doe-

Old Satan sat with face so grim 
And muttered "Whafll I do with him?" 
He's sure to find this place a bore 
With the life on earth he's hod before!" 
And then while shaking his horny head 
He opened his ledger and this he read: 
"John Doe — Keeper of Greens, 
A man behind the golfing scenes, 
Had sixty years of tail and strife 
Pleasing golfer, manager, pro, and wife. 
His job included keeping the greens, 
Planting new turf, repairing machines. 
Fighting diseases, insects defeat; 
Battling rain, humidity, heat. 
Fixing waterpipes that break through 

the ground, 
Changing all markers ond mowing 

weeds down. 
He worked all the day — studied at 

night, 
Trained all new men in ways that were 

right. 
Knew the diseases; chemicals, too. 
Fertilized, aerified, 'til his face would 

turn blue. 

No! only scholar and teacher was he. 
But an ambossador of good will — and 

publicity. 
Records he kept; watched budget allo-

cation — 
On htm depended the course reputation. 
And though heading a project whose 

value was high. 
Credit and praise went to some other 

guy-
Griping and moaning he got every day 
But seldom a raise in the old take-

home payl" 
Now here he lies, his days they are 

through — 
"Tell me," said Soton "What'n hell con 

I put him to?" 
After sitting and thinking for quite a 

while 
His face broke out in a great big smile; 
The best known hardship he could deem 
Was to send him where all was calm 

and green I 

Helm May 

prob l ems the first t ime you meet wi th 
h im. H e will n e e d t ime to become nc 
c l imated t o t h e special needs of your g r o u p 
just as you n e e d e d t ime to become ac-
cus tomed to your new job . 

If your s ta te lacks a tur fgrass specialist , 
a n d you feel tha t the re is a real n e e d for 
one . ask for one . See your coun ty agent 
and have h im a r r a n g e an a p p o i n t m e n t 
wi th t he d i r ec to r of ex tens ion . T h e first 
react ion usually is negat ive . But, when 
suppor t ed by an es t ima te of the n u m b e r 
of t axpayers in te res ted a n d a reasonable 
f igure o n the inves tment in tu r f , requests 
a r e be ing g r a n t e d in more and more stales. 

For Strong Organizat ion 
Q. IN our part of the slate we have an or-

ganization of suits but we dou 't seem to be 
getting anywhrre. Our MCJWIIIHI meetings 
lack purpose in spite of the apparent need lor 
information on everything pertaining to grow-
ing pass, ( .in you suggest anything whereby 
we might deve lop an active lur f g r iw group? 
<Va.). 

A. There are some good examples of "self 
help" where Interested individuals sought 
assistance and proceeded to organize a turf 

grass association. One ol the first lo do this — , 
if not the first - was the group in the Pocono 
Mountains who still operate the Pocono Turf 
Association. That was in 1935— 

One ol (lie more recent highly successful ef 
forts lias bcvii the development of the Dels * 
ware Valley Turfgrass Association which em-
braces five counties in southeastern Pennsyl-
vania. The way in which this group came into 
existence is outlined in a booklet entitled 
"Organizing and Conducting A Turfgras* 
Association" which has been sponsored by the 
Pennsylvania Turfgrass Council. 

For fur ther information on the subject and 
availability of the booklets write to Tom 
Mascara, secy.-trcas., Pennsylvania Turfgras* 
Council, West Point, Pa. 

Wants Turfgrass l i terature 
Q. I am 22 year* old. have just served threr 

year* in the Army and am now working on 
a course. 1 .1111 scry happy with this type of 
work. I would like to go to lurf school. 

M y stepfather is chmn. of the green com 
m i m e .it the course where 1 work, t i e receives 
G O L F D O M every month and I have t>een an 
avid reader ol your articles in the Question 
and Answer section and also have read youi 
"Go l f is I'layed on Grass" in the Agricultural 
Yearbook. 

I would appreciate a m advice vou mas 



ollei a* U> IIUM I may obtain i i i t u n i u t i i i i i in 
regards t<> literature on grass as It U grown 
anil maintained on course*. 1 would alio like 
to have a source of information regarding 
turf schools. (Md. ) 

A. We are glad that you are happy with 
your work on the golf course. I he profession 
needs more men like you. One outstanding 
tioolc is "Turf Management" by H. It. Musscr. 
4vaila!ilf in sour bookstore or from McGravv 
Hill Book Co. in New York. Naturally, GOLF 
D O M and the Golf Course Reporter are two 
important (uncut periodicals containing much 
useful information on the subject. If at all 
possible, you should receive Turfgrass Con 
ference Reports or make arrangements with 
someone to study their copies. As you attend 
conferences and register, you automatically will 
leieive the Turf Conference Reports, 

A rather complete bibliography of turfgrass 
literature and other excellent reading ma 
terial for students of turf soon will lie pub 
lished ami the announcement will be made 
through these columns as well as through 
News of the "Blue Chip" Turf World pub 
lished at Woonsocket, Rhode Island. 

Regarding schools. I have sent you, under 
separate cover, a brochure from the Pennsyl-
vania Stale University, giving you the infor 
illation on their short course which will be 
activated iu ihe Fall of I!I37. I advise you to 
study the brochure anil make application for 
the short course. 

Soil Test 
(J. How can 1 go about having my snil 

tested to find out what it nerclsr (Ga.). 
A. Dr. Carter, speaking before the turfgrass 

conference al Tifton, said that people of 
Georgia ate entitled to a free soil test. The 
lirst step is to see your county agent. Since 
y o u grow grass (a crop) you cpialify as a 
farmer. 1 here air four locations lo which 
samples may be sctil - Athens, Griffin, ftlairs 
ville and I if ton. F.veiy County Agent has soil 
sample bags and information sheets. The 
background history on each sample helps 
greatly in interpreting results. 

Soil Testing Kit 
(J, (.unitI you please Icll lite where 1 could 

purchase a soil testing kit and a t i s s u e testing 
kit? ft doesn't have to lie an espensive one, 
but at the same time I don't want a real 
small one — I'd say about in the middle 
bracket. 1 used to have a very small one and 
il tame in handy at times. I would like to 
get a complete set. I have been taking care of 
golf courses, also building courses since 1924, 
Most of my work has been in Ihe region 
from .St, Louis to Oklahoma, vet I have a lot 
lo find oul. I've bad cspcrirncc with Wash, 
ingtoti Betit, Metropolitan Bent .Seaside and 
now I'm working with Cohansey C-7 Bent, 

A I would suggest that you write lo W. 
H Daniel, Purdue t'niversity, West l.afavette. 

Indiana and inquire alioui soil test kits ami 
I issue test kits. Also, i would contact Roger 
Bray, t'niversity of Illinois, Urban*. 1 lies 
have had a great deal of experience with both 
of these kits in Illinois. 

Some time ago a tissue testing kit was pro-
duced by West Point Products Corp., West 
I'oint, Pennsylvania. You might write to ihcm 
and inquire about its avajlability. 

li may pay you to impure closely into the 
soil testing and tissue testing services that you 
might have available to you in (lie stales in 
which you arc operating. Sometimes it is just 
a little bit easiei and perhaps more accurate 
to have the work done in a control laboratory 
where alt the chemicals are fresh and where 
the workers arc skilled and ate not being 
distracted by othei things Soil testing servite 
is now more readily available than it has 
been at arn time in the past. 

Destroying Seedheads 
C>. We hast a Pennlu nursery and I was 

wondering what chemical IS the most effec-
tive on the seedheads. 

A. To my knowledge there hasn't been vers 
much work done on this subject but I will 
give you the benefit of our own experience. 
In our Pennlu nursery at the Karm near State 
College. Pennsylvania, we let the Pennlu ihruw 
leedheads and come lo bloom. W e know it 
will take at least three weeks from the time 
of blooming until mature seeds are set. There-
fore, just as soon as the heads are blooming, 
we spray the field with Brush killei Mixture 
ot 2-11) and li-IST) and sodium arsenile, 
using a pint of fitush killer to the acre and 
(wo pounds of sodium arsenite to Ihe acre in 
about IOO gals, of water. 

This seems to ilo a very effective joh of 
preventing the seedheads from forming seed. 
We repeat Ihe application in about ten days 
to be sure we catch any late blooming seed 
heads so they do not prtxluce seed. 

You will note that ihe seedheads turn brown 
and shrivel and are completely incapable of 
producing any mature seed when hit with 
this combination. It does practically no dam 
age to the bent, particularly if it is in a 
healthy growing condition and the soil is 
moist, so that there is good growth. 

there pissilily may be heller mcthixls ol 
stopping seed production in rseriex 

Ferfiliier Consumption 
Consumption ol fertilizer iu ihe U. S. 

increased nearly 70 per t en t between 1915 
and 1955, according to informat ion recently 
released by the Ohio Farmer, Pennsylvania 
Farmer and Michigan Farmer . In IS!5, 
about 13 million tons were used as 
compared to 22 million tons 111 years later. 
Nebraska showed the biggest increase, rais 
tng its consumption 65 times over what it 
had been in 1945. Several slates listed in 
creases ranging from 155 to nearlv 2,(100 
per cent. 


