
Grau's Answers 
to Turfgrass Question 

tf you've got a question you want Dr. Fred V. 
Grau to answer, please address it to Grau Q&A, 

Golfdom, 407 S. Dearborn, Chicago 5, III. 

K W C H time we rc.id a turfgrass survey 
we learn that the si/e and scope of the 

turfgrass industry either has become larger 
or someone has discovered that it really is 
larger than anyone had known op until 
that time. For anyone who is interested in 
figures available to date, drop a line to 
Dr. F. V, [uska, A.R.S., Plant Industry 
Station, Beltsvillc, Md. We hope that the 
many political subdivisions in the country 
will take the time to study the need of this, 
probably the largest single agricultural 
enterprise. It adds up to a tremendous 
potential in fertilizer, machinery, chemi-
cals, and manpower. 

The first statewide turfgrass association 
was organized in Oklahoma. This occurred 
in I&46, if our memory serves correctly. 
Since then there have been other associa* 
lions, state and regional and local, as well 
as turfgrass foundations such as Midwest. 
Actually, Midwest was organized in 194.r> 
but didn't become active until iy-16. 
The Pennsylvania turfgrass council is a 
good example of all turfgrass inicTcsts 
working together for the betterment of all 

in close cooperation with the state univer-*-
sity. One of the most recent to organize, 
statewide, is the Michigan Turfgrass Foun-f 
dation. Recently we attended a meeting in 
Euclid Park, O., where over 60 mem be r-
ships were written in the new Western Rc 
serve Turfgrass Association. We have been 
close to the formation of the Delaware 
Valley Association which has been used as,, 
a model or guide (we do not like the word 
model because some folks define it as 'a. 
small imitation of the real tiling' and thai 1 

does not apply in this case) for the develop-
ment of other associations, local or regional 
in scope. * 

We wish we could mention every group 
but it is impossible. We do wish to say -
thai we commend the efforts of those who 
have worked for the formation ol these-
important groups. 

It has been our observation that mens*-* 
berships in ihe turfgrass organizations are 
preponderantly school and municipal of- r 

ficials and industrial representatives. 'I his 
is good for the reason that these people -
rarely have had anything turf-wise beamed 

Supti. and g reen chairmen gal together recently in Augui to , Go. far the firit \957 meeting of Ihe 
Georgia Turf Aim. Harold Land ol Augui to CC was hoit igpt . ond t p e a k e n included, Ed Dudley, Auguito 1 

Nat ional pro, Jim Latham of the U5GA green >etlion a n d Tom Moicoro, pret , of Wei l Point Produit i Corp. 
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in their direction. It is Rood tor the cniire 
turf industry1 when suppliers of mainten-
ance needs come to "school" to study the 
recommendations that are being made and 
explained at the association meetings. The 
men who arc seen most often by the grow-
er of grass are those who visit him fre-
quently to supply him with his needs. The 
most successful salesman today is the one 
who visits often and brings with him ac-
curate up-to-date information on successful 
grass growing. Selling is done best through 
education and information. 

By this time you might well ask, "Where 
does the goll course supt. fit into this pic-
ture?" The truth of the matter is that this 
whole development never would have got-
ten oft the ground if the supt. had not 
been right in there giving freely of his ex-
perience in turf and in organizational mat-
ters. 

The monthly meetings ol the golf course 
supts. associations have been training ot 
the best type for the experience of helping 
others to obtain the benefits of group ili-
um). So far as we know, every new issoci 
ation has had one or more supts. back ol 
it, acting in advisory capacity, helping to 
draft by-laws, get speakers, etc. In no case 
have the supts. sought publicity for what 
they have done for the turfgrass associa-
tions, yet ii has done much to bring dig-
nity and honor to them. The reason is that 
they are using their knowledge of lurf and 
people to help others obtain the benefits. 
Invariably, when a Sticky question comes 
up in a meeting it is the supt. to whom 
they turn for the answer even though it 
may concern a bail diamond or a tennis 
court. 

The other segment of the "turfgrass 
team" that is active in developing associa-
tions is the officc of the county agent. This 
department of GOLFDOM has spoken ol 
the place of the county agent in lurf in a 
previous issue (May, 1957. p, 62). There is 
no more logical center for turfgrass infor-
mation than the agent's office. He is the 
representative of the State University and 
the Experiment Station and is charged 
with the responsibility ot giving informa-
tion to those who request it. 

It goes without saying that the real 
source of research information is the state 
university or the agriiultural experiment 
station. Without these folks all the efforts-
at the "association" level largely would IM? 
wasted. Administrative officials arc recog-
nizing the growing movement and welcome 
active participation on the part of their 
scientifii teaching and extension staffs. 


