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More than $10 million has been invested 
d u r i n g 1956 in 155 new golf courses and 
addi t ions to courses now open for play, 
according to the current a n n u a l repor t 
of the N a t i o n a l Golf Foundat ion. 

Founda t ion president , Joe Graffis , said 
that the new golf courses represent an 
est imated addi t ional $2V* mill ion invest-
ment iu new course e q u i p m e n t and sup-
plies and that these courses are expected 
to generate a con t inu ing annua ! expendi-
ture of over $ 'A million in main tenance 
and supply costs, exclusive of labor. He 
said: 

Catching U p with Deficit 
"Th i s brings the cur ren t na t ional total 

of golf courses u p to 5,360, still -196 short 
ot the all-time high of 5,856 courses in 
1930 when the na t ional popula t ion was 
122,775,000. Today the popu la t ion is u p 
30% a n d ou r golf courses are still down 
10% compared to 1930 — but we are 
catching u p rapidly with the deficit which 
should be wiped out a b o u t 1959. 

" T h e grass-roots he lp of the golf pro-

fessionals and course supts. in s t imula t ing 
interest in golf and keep ing it at a high 
pitch, and the f inancia l sponsorship main-
ly of leading golf p laying equipment man-
uafcturers in the Nat iona l Golf Founda-
tion's e x p a n d i n g course development pro-
gram t an only add u p to a steady increase 
in much needed golf p laying facilities. 
W i t h this cont inued support and coopera-
tion, the Nat ional Golf Founda t ion hopes 
to repor t a total of 6,000 golf courses in 
operat ion in the Uni ted States by 1960." 

612 in P l a n n i n g Stage 
Graff is po in ted out tha t most of the 

286 new courses now under construction 
will be in use within the next year a n d 
tha t the 612 new courses now in the plan-
ning stage represent the highest level of 
active interest in new course develop-
ment since pre-war years. T h e Founda t ion 
president cont inued: 

" f t all adds u p to more and bet ter golf 
for more Americans with more leisure 
time and the means to satisfy a growing 
desire for hea l th fu l ou tdoor recreat ion." 


