
. ' F A S T - G R O W I N G FAVORITE ' , 
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arsenite treatments every 10 days lo two weeks 
except in hot weather. Try it out In the nur-
sery first to get ilic "feel" of sodium arsenite. 
Don't l<iok for quick spectacular results because 
they will be gradual. 
As we have said before, you can help give Poa 
annua the "bum's rush" by introducing more 
vigorous glasses, by keeping greens on the 
dry side, and by applying principles of aerating 
and vertical mowing. 
O — W h a t is y o u r o p i n i o n of t h e new If rat) l i te 
fer t i l izer? W o u l d you r e c o m m e n d it? If soA 
at w h a t ra te? ( W i s e ) 
A—Experimental evidence lo date shows that 
1,'ramiie produces results comparable to those 
developed from natural organics such as Mil 
organic; Agrinite and seed meals. We do not 
yet have evidence thai could warrant a state 
mcnt that it is better than natural organic*. 
Slow steady release of nitrogen is one feature 
—non-burning characteristics another. To olf-
sei this, natural organlcs carry phosphorus, 
potash and certain trace or minor elements. 
If rami te contains itiirogcn only. 
In some cases the lasting effect is only half 
as great as claimed, probably affected by com-
pact soil, lark of aeration, excess water, and 
other factors. Some users attempt to correci 
by doubling the recommended quantity. 
My last recommendation for any fertilizer is 
to follow manufacturer's directions. We have 
observer] good results when fertilizer is ap-
plied following aeration. 
Q — W e w a n t y o u r advice on us ing sewage 
s ludge o n golf g reens , such as in t opd re s s ing — 

m i x t u r e ; u s i n g it s t r a i g h t as t opd re s s ing ; a n d ™ 
u s i n g it in m i x t u r e in b u i l d i n g a n e w green 
in p lace of p e a t . W e may t ry th is . (III.) 
A—Raw or partially digested sewage sludge is 
not recommended to be used straight as top-
dressing on greens. I have seen bad burns on 
lien (grass from using sludge straight. !f you 
were to spread (he sludge out on a soil bed, 
disc it into the soil and let it compost for a 
year, you'd find il an excellent addition to ' 
ihe topdressing mixture. It can be used this 
way lo replace part of the peat. 
Sludge decomposes so rapidlv that it would 
not be wise to depend upon this source alone 
for organic matter. In building a new green 
it would be very beneficial if sludge were used 
as composted material, disced anci blended a 
year in advance into the topsail that is to be . 
used lor the top B-lO itis. on the green. A gen-
erous application' of complete fertilizer high 
in P & K is recommended to be added to the 
soil bed in which the sludge is to be compost-
ed. Properly used, sludge can be a good ma-
terial for supplementing the topdressing used 
on greens. 
Q — W h y is it b e t t e r to a p p l y a l l -o rgan ic fer t i -
lizer in the fall instead of the spring? (N. V.) 
A—Your query is reminiscent of the trick 
question asked by the prosecuting attorney— 
Have you stopped beating your wife?" A n t 

way you answer you are wrong. ™ 
Where did you get the idea thai applying all 
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• i t ' organic fertilizer in the fall is best? I am 
not. aware of any data to suppor t tha t pro-
cedure. W e have seen many good results f rom 

" h e a v y late fall appl ica t ion , especially in the 
way grass starts s t rong early in the spring 
and recovers f rom in jur ies . 
Regular appl icat ions o£ Organics r ight th rough 

- t h e season have become rou t ine procedure. 
It 's possible the practice to which you refer 
Wiav have been done on some basis with which 
I 'm not famil iar . F u r t h e r discussion would be 
most he lpfu l , but you neglected to sign your 
letter and gave no address. 
Q—Please examine samples of soil and sand 
1 am sending anil give m e your op in ion of the 

J iest mix tu re for topdressing my hent greens. 
(Pa.) 
A—The soi) appears to be dry loam wi lh 

^ood physical s t ructure . T h e sand is graded 
f rom coarse to f ine , b u t most of it is wha t X 

"'would call coarse. T h i s is good. W i t h a good 
grade of peat o r well decomposed sawdust on 
hand , I would suggest this mix ture : 

Sand, 7 parts by vo lume 
- Clay loam, 2 parts by vo lume 

Organic material , 1 part by volume 
V am sure tha t you will be much be t te r satis-
fied with this m i x t u r e if you can make it u p 

*-a year ahead , treat it for weed seeds (sterilize 
with cynamid or methyl bromide) , and let it 
ilflfc-lop a " b o n d " between the particles. T h i s 

" will give the micro organ isms a chance to oper-

ate and develop some aggregates before you 
use it. IL will be best it you con t inue to use 
the same mix tu re year a f t e r year. 
O—Would you give us your solution to h a r d 
greens? Our greens will not holcl a shot unless 
they have been soaked wi th water . I t is the 
opin ion of several members tha t an aerif ier 
would solve o u r problem. (Ala.) 
A—Your members w h o belive in aer i fy ing are 
Lo be commended . It will help in a large way 
b u t it is not an end in itself. You need also 
to grow roots so as lo have a cushion of turf 
which will hold a shot. T o grow grass it takes 
tegular adequa te feeding and sensible water-
ing. Aer i fy ing helps in several ways; it loosens 
soil mechanically, thus making it softer and 
hel ler able' to hold a shot w i thou t be ing soak 
ing wet all the time: it lets air, water and fer-
tilizer deep into the root zone, thus helping 
to grow roots and well cushioned turf . 
If you would send me a sample of the soil In 
your greens I could give you a more accurate 
answer on how and when to aerify and what 
to add a f t e r aer ifying. Please tell m e something 
of you r fertil izing program and titer kind of 
grass you have on the greens. You should know 
by now tha t I am a staunch advocate of using 
lhe right grass and feeding it adequately. 
I might add t ha t the excess moisture in the 
soil, designed to help soften the soil to hold 
a shot, actual ly works just the o the r way, 
making the soil ha rder . Grass roots need lots 


