
Ford Goodrich Honored 
for 40-Years' Service 
Ford Goodrich, whose n a m e is closely l inked 

with the vast improvement in course maintenance 
in the last four decades, and one of the organizers 
of what is now the GCSA, was recently honored at 
a banque t at the Flint (Midi.) G C where he is 
supt., in recognition of his 10 years' service with 
that club. 

More than 50 members of the Michigan and 
Border Cities GCSA at tended the affair which 
was arranged as a surprise for the veteran Flint 
super in tendent . Receiving a gif t of a lounge 
chair, which he expects to shun for at least a few 
more years. Ford learned that the F l in t club will 
soon start construction of a new equ ipment bui ld ing which will be named in his honor . 
Goodrich had been plugging for such an addit ion for several years. 

Recount ing his 40 years in greenkeeping, Ford told the banque t gather ing he was 
introduced to the profession in 1914 when he was hired to haul sand for the traps of the 
original Fl int CC, now known as Adas Valley CC. T w o years later, when construction of 
Flint G C was started, Goodrich was hired to prepare the land, build roads, sow the 
seed and then mow the grass under Lfie direction of Willie I'arks. the architect. Everyone 
was well satisfied with Ford's handl ing of these projects and he was officially installed 
as supt. in 1918. 

One of the distinguishing things about Goodrich's career is that h e has constantly at-
tended state and national seminars and conventions, many of them at his own expense, 
in order to keep abreast of the newest developments in turf management and course 
maintenance. O, J . Noer , Milwaukee Sewerage Commission agronomist, and Ward Gorn-
well, GCSA pres., who at tended the Flint banquet , both cited this as one of the reasons 
why Ford's work always has been outstanding. 

About the only thing Goodrich has neglected in his long career is golf itself. He has 
never played a round . 

Ford Goodrich 

Women Golfers Give Business 
A Lift at Dubuque G & CC 

Concentra t ing on get t ing more women 
to come out to the course, Howie Atten 
has made a real family game of golf at the 
Dubuque (la.) G & CC where he has been 
pro since 1950. Husbands are no longer 
trying to slip away from their wives in or-
der to play against more accomplished male 
competi tors because they now find they 
have plenty of competit ion in their own 
households. 

Atten has seen to this by runn ing a ser-
ies of free weekly g roup lessons dur ing 
May and J u n e for the ladies du r ing his 
tenure at the Dubuque club. Results have 
been grat i fying no t only from an artistic 
s tandpoint bu t because they have boomed 
business at Atten's pro shop. Group les-
sons are usually a t tended by upwards of 50 
distaff swingers where only a handfu l of 

women took advantage of them when they 
were started six years ago. T o d a y there are 
at least 25 competent female golfers at the 
Dubuque club where a few years ago, ac-
cording to Atten, there were n o more than 
five or six. 

Individual instruction has steadily in-
creased as the result of the free g roup les-
sons and the sale of equ ipment and wear-
ing apparel has been growing each year 
because the women invariably come into 
the pro shop following the g roup sessions 
to indulge in shopping sprees. Atten sus 
pects that new found skill among the fem-
inine cont ingent has resulted in more 
males taking lessons in order to defend 
their laurels, al though this is not readily ad-
mit ted by the men, and he thinks there is 
n o doubt that it has given business in his 
pro shop an added boost since wives us-
ually inf luence their husbands' buying. 
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