
Gives Them Variety . . . 

O'Brien Attracts 
Big TV Following 
With New Ideas 

F F ideas are what yon are looking for to 
put over your T V show, there's no bet-

ter source than Gene O'Brien, pro at Roll-
ing Hills CC, Wichita, Ks. and one of 
golf's most successful video veterans. 

Currently in the midst of a series of 
26 half-hour shows that are channeled 
through Wichita's KAKE-TV on Sunday 
evenings, Gene continues to be a sparkling 
performer who, in a lew years, has built 
up a following of 150,000 viewers and a 
waiting list of sponsors. 

T o do this a fellow has to inject a lot 
of life and a fair share of novelties into 
the show. Here are some of the ways Gene 
goes about it: 

At the present time, O'Brien and the 
kAKE staff are arranging for a green to 
be constructed outside the studio's f ront 
door. When it is completed, local golfers 
will vie for prizes in a continuing hole-in-
one and nearest-to-the-hole contest, shoot-
ing from a tee located about 100 yards 
from the green. Present plans call for con 
ducting the competition on a team basis 

Nothing like o plug for the pro shop operator. 
O'Br ien starts each program by discussing equip-
ment and oppare l and telling listeners where It 

con be bought. 

A golf show isn't a show unless there are ladies 
present. Here Gene O'Br ien, V/ichita pro, inter-
views two feminine contestants who took part in 
a contest he ran to select a womon golfer for o 

series of lessons on his KAKE-TV program. 

with four players from courses in and 
around Wichita taking part in the show 
each week. 

Gets Women Interested 
.Shortly before he started his current 

scries, O'Brien got practically all the wo-
men in the vicinity of Wichita who had 
ever thought of playing golf but never got 
around to it, interested in his show by in-
viting them to submit letters telling why 
they wanted to take up the game. After 
hundreds of letters poured in, one woman 
whose letter was adjudged best, was invited 
to appear regularly with O'Brien, taking 
weekly lessons and discussing golf from the 
novice's standpoint. This lias been one of 
the highlights of the series. 

All of the BLAKE productions start in a 
"pro shop" with O'Brien leading off bv 
discussing equipment and wearing apparel 
and pretty much pitching his lines to "be-
ginners" who, according to surveys, make 
up about 95 per cent of his audience. Pro 
shop items are discussed and displayed. As 
for plugs as to where they can be bought, 
Gene drops them in at convenient inter-
vals. 

Following this, from 10 to 15 minutes is 
(Continued on page 65) 



Women Golfers Help Business 
(Continued From Page 44) 

T h e D u b u q u e p r o also makes an ex t ra 
hid for the women 's suppo r t by a l lo t ing 
their accompl ishments m o r e space in his 
mon th ly " C h a t t e n with A t t en" publ ica t ion , 
a four-page p a m p h l e t , than those of the 
men . Besides this, the ladies have the i r 
own golf committees made u p of weekly 
schedule, publici ty, h a n d i c a p a n d t e l ephone 
d e p a r t m e n t s and all are set u p and ready 
to go by the end of Apri l . Ladies ' Days, 
which are mon th ly events , are a n o t h e r pro-
mot ion used to advan tage tn b r i n g i n g the 
women ou t to the course. 

W o m e n ' s interest b e i n g wha t it is at 
the D u b u q u e club, H o w i e At ten 's only 
worry a t the m o m e n t is t ha t the golf wid-
owers may some day s tar t g rumbl ing . 

Gene O'Brien Attracts 
Big TV Following 

(Continued From Page 40) 
spent on instruct ion with O 'Br ien ' s woman 
pupi l , Jack Mil ler , KAKE sportscaster and 
var ious local players assisting G e n e in 
demons t r a t i ng how the game should, and 

in some cases, shou ldn ' t be played. T h e 
show is w r a p p e d u p with O 'Br ien con 
duc t ing in terviews or discussing news of 
the golf wor ld . 

Plenty of Prizes 
O 'Br ien ' s sponsors will have given away 

a b o u t $1,000 in golf merchand ise before 
the present series is concluded. Players in 
the Wich i t a a rea w h o score holes-in-one 
the prev ious week arc given a dozen balls 
a n d a similar award is made to the person 
who sends in the most unusua l goll story 
for the week. E q u i p m e n t a n d appare l also 
are given away on each p rog ram as awards 
for d i s t inguished gol f ing . 

I n previous series, G e n e O 'Br ien kep t in-
terest in his show at h igh p i tch by cor-
r a l l i ng as m a n y big name gollers as pos-
sible for interviews a n d by giving J u n i o r s , 
Seniors, women , duf fe rs , star local players 
a n d miscel laneous golfers a t t en t ion in a 
variety of ways. O n e of his best tricks was 
to b r ing in six complete ly d i f fe ren t physical 
types and demons t r a t e how each could go 
a b o u t overcoming wha teve r hand icaps he 
had . Viewers couldn ' t h e l p b u t apprec ia te 
this since practically all f o u n d their pro-
totypes in at least one of the six d i f f e r en t 
specimens who a p p e a r e d on the show. 

Finest Silver Crab Killer Available 

NOTT'S ARTOX "special" 
If silver crali is still a problem on your greens, then you haven' t heard 
the latest news. Because Nott , with many years e x p e r i e n c e ' n f o n n u l a t -
ng crab grass and broadleaf weed killers has now R e c e s s fully .com-

bined " D ? Sodium Monomethyl Arsenate ; (SODAR*) with 2 4-D . , . 
a specific for silver crab and ideal lor chick weed, plantain, •Itmdehmi, 
smooth anil hairy crab grass, 
ARTOX "SPECIAL 1 1 comes in convenient , professional concentrate 
powder form. Mixes easily with water and can be applied with regular 
spray gun. 
T r y ARTOX "SPECIAL ' 1 a t o u r e x p e n s e . Y o u a n d t h e 

Greens Committee will be ama/.ed with the results. 
For Free sample attach coupon below to ymir club 
letterhead and mail. 

NOTT'S ARTOX i s 
a l s o a v a i l a b l e — 
powder or liquid, in 
the "Standard" for-
mulation, specific for 
smoo th and h a i r y 
crab grass only. 

FREE! S e n d m e f r e e s a m p l e 

e n d f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n o n A r t o x 

ARTOX and other NOTT Products available t h r o u g h your 
Horticultural Supply House. 
•Trmic Mark pending, permission granted liy applicant 

N O T T MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 
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