
We're still trying lo catch up to 1930! 
There's a preal need for court f ex partition , . , . 

Golf Today and Tomorrow 

By REX McMORRIS 
Executive VP, National Goll foundation 

t | ^ o l f Today is a groat many things to a 
great many people. Golf 1 omorrow 

may mean those same things to those same 
people but I see Golf Tomorrow as mean* 
ing a great deal more to a great many 
more people, I say this of Golf Tomorrow 

1 because it is a great challenge and those 
of us associated with the National Golf 

1 Foundation have accepted die challenge. 
Although we have only recently taken up 
the cudgels already there is encouraging 
evidence of marked progress, a measured 
progress which conceivably has n o limit. 

Golf Today is the "Game of a Lifetime;" 
it's die greatest outdoor participant sport 
bccause it can be enjoyed at any age re 

K gardless of physical dexterity or handicap. 
Golf Today is an investment of better 

k i h a n i y t billions of dollars in courses and 
playing facilities. 

Golf Today is an annual expenditure of 
nearly a hundred million dollars for main-
tenance of courses and grounds. Of this 
amount better than SO millions is spent on 
turf materials, chemicals, tools, equipment. 

h supplies, repairs and replacements. 
Golf Today is a market foi far more 

than another 100 million dollars in annual 
sales of playing equipment and accessories. 

(i(> Million Rounds 

Golf Today is more than four million 
men, women and children playing better 

. than sixty six million rounds on 5.218 of 
the finest courses in the world. 

Hut, Golf Today is more than people and 
courses and money. Golf today to a great 
many people — who arc important to the 
game — is fun — it's frustration — it's 

i patience — it's perseverance, and above 
all and much more to the point as far as 

^ you gentlemen are concerned — it's a H — 
of a lot of hard work 

It's fun for those who play, and to some 
of those who play, I suppose it's frustrat-
ing. But primarily it's fun because of the 

This art ic le IIHS h c f i i c o n d e n s e d rrom » s p e w h 
by Re* Me Morris to fiCSA m e m b e r s a t the ir 
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many exhibits which attest to the patience, 
perseverance and hard work on your part 
over the years which has given golfers pro-
gressively finer courses on which to play. 
Somehow, you manage to overcome those 
seemingly insurmountable hurdles. Irustrat 
ing as they are — the elements, insects, di-
sease and a million other perplexing prob-
lems you are expected to solve from time to 
time. I know it takes patience, lots of it, 
and perseverance too, to win most of those 
battles. By adding a heavy mixture of good 
old gray matter in the right proportions, 
persistent problems generally get licked. 

Fortunately, you've had help. Years of 
patient study and research have gone into 
the development of finer strains of grasses 
improved fertilizers and belter soil condi 
tioning. T h e chemical industry has devel* 
oped new fungicides, herbicides and insecti 
tides. You have more efficient maintenance 
equipment at your disposal. All of these 
and more represent perseverance on the 
part of an untold number of individuals 
who have contributed to the lasting pro-
gress of the game. It's as though an unseen 
hand had harnessed all of these individuals 
into one great team to make golf what it 
is today. 

Perhaps that's the real secret of golf 
today, for — Golf Today, more than ever 
before is teamwork. In fact there arc a 
great number of teams, ie; organirations, 
associations, clubs and groups, and more 
are being formed every day. whose purpose 
and function ultimately result in meas-
ured progress for the game. 

How Organization Benefits Golf 
Take, for example your own association 

GCSA. W h o will question for one minute 
the progress you've made. Although its 
purpose and function are tied directly to 
the welfare of its m e m b e r s , who can deny 
that its every action docs in a very 
real way, contribute to the beneficial 
progress of golf in general. Every action of 
many organizations is made with only im-

(Continued on page 110) 



K o r e c t G r i p G l o v e 
M a k e s the h a n d s w o r k together l ike 
they most for correct s w i n g act ion 

The pinito shows how naturally and com-
fortably the thumb of the left hand is 
bonded in correct grip position by the 
sleeve strap attached to the upper palm of 
the right hand glove. Instinctively the hands 
get the feel of working in perfect unison 
throughout the swing. 

Chfch these ad vantages: 
t -Teaches proper grip: 2 -Gets hands to 
work in proper unison: 3-Overcomes 
fighting the golf swing; J—Eliminates lev-
erage and pressure; 5—Develops natural, 
easy hand action; 6—Helps create more 
centrifugal force; 7-Makes you feel the 
swing of the dub; 8—Straightens and 
lengthens shots. 

Ha l f g l ove - $2 .60 Full f i n g e r . $ 3 9 5 

PRO ONLY • USUAL DISCOUNTS 
Order dirert from: 

Korec t Grip Glove 
5 3 0 8 W a s h i n g t o n A v e . , Rac ine , Wise. 

GOLF TODAY 
and TOMORROW 

(Continued from page 91) 

provemCM and progress in mind. This is 
true of the USGA and its regional turf 
service. The same goes for all turf groups 
and golf associations, and state and federal 
institutions. T h e teamwork of all make 
K"lf great today, for the truly great bene-
fits are realized when they all work to-
gether. 

In discussing Golf I'mlay I've touched 
on only a few of the highlights and in 
outlining these points you will note that 
I have been unable to do so without 
emphasizing or inferring that consider-
able progress has been made. 

In speaking of Golf Tomorrow I see 
this same continuing growth in the popu-
larity of the game. However, before looking 
into the crystal ball, let's bring ourselves 
up to date on a few important statistics, 
with which some of you may not be loo 
familar. 

Today more people are playing more 
golf than ever before. Here's why. 

• What private club doesn't have a 
waiting list? 

• How many private clubs today have 
inaugurated reserved starting times 
when only a short time ago such pro 
ccedure was uncommon and in some 
instances, unheard ol, 

• More than a 100,000 college students 
arc learning to play golf. More than 
100 colleges and universities have golf 
courses and others are building — 
Wisconsin. Maryland, Indiana, Miss-
ouri. Michigan State-are a few that ' 
come to mind at the moment who 



T U B E S N O W ! W H Y W A I T ? 
The demand is terr i f ic and the profits are quick. 
PAR T U B E S superior construction proves them tops 
in the field. A Mmtt for any golfer w h o wants to 

ftratcct his grips the f u l l bag length and obta in a 
rict ion-proof bag w i t h an ind iv idual compartment 

for each club. PAR TUBES are dropped into oval or 
round type bags a l l ow ing a numerical arrangement of 
clubs. PAR T U B E S fit i n to and strengthen ind iv idua l 
compartment bags, a l l ow ing f u l l free use of E V E R Y 
compartment, 
PAR TUBES are Strong — Moisturcproof — They 
are endorsed by Pros and Amateur* al ike as a great 
idea for keeping grips in fine condi t ion and protect-
ing clubs against marr ing by careless handl ing. 

Packed in cartons of 42 and 144 
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arc either building or soon will t>c 
building new courses. 

• More than 2,000 high schools have 
golf teams and the number is growing 
ever)' year — Texas High School goif 
has grown to the point where there 
are now regional qualifying rounds 
for entrance in their state tourna-
ment. 

Industry Gets in Step 
More than BO industries operate and 

maintain golf course for their employees. 
Dupont has 63 or 72 holes operating out 
of one clubhouse, another IS at another 
location. Other industries have 3(>-hole 
layouts — the newest being the National 
Cash Register Company in Dayton. Many 
others have 18 and 0 hole facilities. Allis-
Chahners acquired an 18-hole course last 
year and I understand Minnesota Mining 
has just purchased an 18-hole tourse. Look 
at the number of Seniors' Associations 
today compared to ten years ago or even 
five years ago — and — the growing number 
of Senior Tournaments. 

And if you think Senior goll is glow 
ing, take a look at Junior Golf today. Ten 
years ago the USJCC launched its National 
Junior Amateur Tournament with 26 boys 
from seven states. Today more than 30,000 
participate in all 48 States and Hawaii. 
Though there is some overlapping, add to 
this the USGA Jr., the Western GA Junior 
and all the state and regional junior 
tournaments. All of this coupled with an 
increasing number til junior programs at 
local clubs funnel in an ever increasing 
number of converts annually. 

Now let's take a look at what the rom-
r mon, everyday variety of golfer is doing. 

Increases in play around the country range 
from 3% to 8% with some noteworthy 

records being piled up in several different 
areas. Right here at Recreation Park in 
Long Reach play on the 18-hole course 
was over 113,000 rounds last year. Next 
door in IJOS Utgeles 123,000 rounds were 
played at Kancho for a daily average of 
310. Play on all Los Angeles courses was 
up 3' ,', to (590,000 rounds, 21,000 more 
than the previous high. In Minneapolis, 
where the season is much shorter, total 
rounds is considerably less but top weeks 
play on one course totaled 2,900 rounds 
with others at 2.185 and 2,149. Detroit 
reports over 100,000 rounds ol play on one 
ol its courses. 

Turn away Business 
As impressive as tlte.se figures may appear 

they fall short of the true picture. I'm 
told more than 20,000 golfers have regis-
tered to play on the city courses of Los 
Angeles and yet on any given weekend 
(Saturday and Sunday) only approximately 
5,000 can play. What happens to the other 
15,000? What happens to the uncounted 
thousands all over the United States who 
.ire in the same boat with these 15.000? 

How many more people would be play-
ing if there were more places to play? 
More to the point-

How many people give up playing be-
cause they can't find a place to play when 
they want to or when they can because of 
their hours of employment? 

At the end of World War II total num-
ber of courses in the U.S. had dropped 
below 4,800. Todav, for the first time since 
1941, there are over 5,200 - 5,218 to be 
exact. 

You may say that's fine, but let's not for-
get that in 1930 there were over 5,800 
courses. Actually, the growth in the last 
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10 years has been anything hut spectacular. 
11 s liecn a slow uphill climb, but certainly 
steady and stable. 

T h e impact of a rapidly expanding 
population, the demand for living space, 
coupled with the 5-year drouth of building 
caused by the war, has made of many a 
golf course a juicy morsel that has been 
swallowed up by real estate developers 
for housing, shopping centers, schools, 
freeways, and airport expansion. In spile 
of diis. progress has been made and is 
being made. 

What then of Golf Tomorrow? 
On the basis of the progress that has 

been made in the past twenty-five years 
I'll say the possibilities for the future are 
unlimited. That 's a broad statement 1 
realize, but let's take a look at that crystal 
ball and see what the future can be. 

I ht limited Potential 

With better dissemination of information 
—getting the right information to the right 
people at the right time — whole-hearted 
teamwork and ample dosages of patience 
and perseverance golf tomorrow can be-
come not only "The Game of A Lifetime", 
it can become America's greatest game. 

The first step toward this goat is to 
provide more plates to play — enough golf 
nurses to take care of the demand of the 
ever increasing number who want to play 
— and at the same time provide the owners 
and operators, public and private, who 
furnish these facilities a fair return on their 
investment. 

I'm happy to report encouraging progress 
is being made. In 1950 the National Golf 
Foundation started compiling statistics on 
new course development. In 1952 we set 
up a field service staff to assist individuals, 
groups and communities in planning, 
building and operating golf courses. In 
1952 the people of the U.S. elected a 
president whose favorite recreation was 
playing golf. "These and other contributing 
factors since that time have given impetus 
to the growth and development of golf 
courses and golf in general. 

In 1953. for example, 01 of these new and 
urgently needed courses were opened fur 
play. 

In 1954, for example, 105 of these new 
and urgently needed courses were opened 
lor play. 

Iu 1955, for example, 127 of these new 
and urgently needed courses were opened 
for play. 

C R E E P I N G B E N T S T O L O N S 
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More encouraging, however, arc these 
figures: 

195.1 — IDS) new courses were under 
construction 

1954 — 198 new courses were under 
construction 

1955 — 285 new courses were under 
construction 

In addition to these there were: 
225 new courses being planned or consid 
ered in 1953 
359 new courses being planned or consid 

„ ered in 1954 
516 new courses being planned or consid-
ered in 1955 

Surface Hardly Scratched 
Will this activity keep up? Why not? 

Actually, we've hardly scratched the surface 
in developing the potential that is in 
store for golf in this country. Hid you 

' know there are over 730 cities and towns 
of 5,000 population that do not have a 
golf courser But why draw the line with 
tow-ns of 5,000 population? There isn't any 

' good reason why we should although there 
are those who will argue a town of 5.000 

can't support a golf course. lire truth of 
the matter is, and this will surprise you. 
in the State of Iowa, an almost wholly 
agricultural state, out of 87 towns under 
5,000 population 84 have 9-hole golf 
courses the average age of which is 27 
years. Don't you think there is a wide-open 
opportunity for goll tomorrow? 

1 suspect most of you thought I "stuck 
my neck out" when I said the possibilities 
for golf tomorrow are unlimited. I con-
tend the evidence is weighted in my favor. 
If we tan get the right information to 
the right people at the right time you are 
going to sec mitre and mure places to play 
and more and more people playing. 

There are over 30.000 industries in this 
country - more and more ot these will 
build courses and more and more em-
ployees will play golf. 

There are 1800 colleges and universities 
and over 18,000 sizeable high schools. More 
school courses will be built, and more siu 
dents will he playing. 

I don't have the count on the number 
of our military bases here and abroad but 

H Y P E R - H U M U $ P U T S T H E T O P I N 
T O P S O I L . . * T h e i d e a l o r g a n i c t o i l c o n d i t i o n e r 
o n d i m p r o v e r f o r b a t t e r l a w n s , b i g g e r f l o w e r s , 
c r i s p e r v e g e t a b l e s . T i m e t e s t e d f o r o v e r 4 0 y e a r s — 
u s e d o n o v e r 1 , 0 0 0 g o l f c o u r s e s , Y a n k e e S t a d i u m , 
G a r d e n S t a t * P a r k w a y , R u t g e r s S t a d i u m — a n d 

h u n d r e d s o f f a m o u s p u b l i c p l a c e s . 
S o l d b a g o r b u l k . See y o u r d e a l e r . 
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Protect your floors from spike holes with 
rugged Pneu-Mat Runners, Absolutely spike-
resistant. they provide a comfortable walk-
ing surface — improve the appearance of 
your club house. 

Woven of rubber-impregnated fabric, 
Pneu-Mat Runners are tougher than rubber 
runners. Reversible for double wear. 
MONEY BACK TRIAL Of Fit; Slender* Width! 

Order a trial tcclion. Test I®,. 
. . . J o - 4 ! 

it on an area which gets espe-
dally lianl wear. Money back if 24"»60" SIO.OO 
not satisfied. 2 0 " i 2 4 " S4 .00 

Write today for illustrated folder, 
SUPER IOR RUBBER MFG. CO., INC., I 4S W o o d l a n d Ave . . W t i t w e o d . N J. 



RAIN BIRD and NELSON... 
f / i e " T o p P r o s " in Sprinkling EquipmentI 

N A T I O N A L R A I N I I I R 
* 4 l l S 4 E N G I N E E R I N G C O R P . 

A: oia California 
R A I N Y S P R I N K L E R S A L E S 

409 W t t l Lsk* SI., f»orio J. Illinois 

Rain B i rd Spr ink ler ! and Nelson "Qu i ck Coo-
p l i n g " Va lv fJ provide umurpaiM-d water ing 
capacity. H e r i ' j r auun j k fng that >uit> your 
course to a 1 J for spr inkler* can be adjusted 
to fu l l , hal f or quar ter circles to prevent soak-
ing of walks or dr iveway) . Ease of maintenance 

. . ease of operat ion w i l l have you i w i n g i n g 
In the r a i n ! Sprinklers and key are inserted 

i n to valve top, and a simple tu rn of the key 
has the sprinkler i n f u l l operation, 

Write for literature oti the most complete 
lint: of sprinklers and cflfret. 

I do know more and more courses arc* 
being built at these bases both here a n d 
abroad. T h a t means more and more of 
another segment of our populat ion will be 
playing golf. 

These facts alone coupled with the cur-
rent increasing demands and pressure for 
more places to play far exceed the pace, 
encouraging as it is. at which we are mov-
ing today. If we are to catch u p with the 
demand the pace must be accelerated for 
staggering as it may seem, it is nevertheless 
true. 

We have II million more people of all 
ages in this country today than we had 
five year ago. By 1975 we will have 35 
million more adults (20 years and over) 
than we have today. Golf Tomorrow? 
Opportuni ty? It's unl imited. We'll have the 
golfers, Where will they play? 

Planning and Selling 
Fa i r yway Renovation 
(Continued from page 92) 

which says "this road under construct ion. 
W e apologize for the present condition of 
the road, and beg your indulgence while 
we make this improvement for you" . , , , 
or words to that effect and as a result the 
sting of anger is somewhat subdued. You 
don't feel qu i t e like the monster that you 
were prior to reading the sign. You begin 
to think tha t the people responsible for the 
present state of things may not be so bad 
after all. And so with the golfer, you must 
plant the thought before you plant the 
seed. Jf golfers are informed of what to 
expect, they will be better prepared, and 
thus will bear the inconvenience better. 

(2) Will the membership stand behind 
the program of management necessary to 
keep the improved turf grasses? This is of 
course a must, as renovation cannot be 

entirely successful unless a program of 1 

management to suit the requirements of 
the part icular grass is followed. 

Weigh the Pro and Con 
t ake everything that we do we must 

weigh the good and bad features before 
proceeding. Let's review some of the bad 
features first: ^ 

(1) Player aggravation. We have already-
discussed this factor and have suggested a 
possible remedy — or at least a way to re-
duce complaints. 

(2) Player inconvenience. T h e golfer 
normally wants no part of any pract ice^ 
that will interfere with his golfing pleasure. 
T h e intangible costs far outweigh the 
material tosts of a renovation project. Th i s 
could be a strong factor in the decision as L 

to w-hether or not any renovation project 
takes place. 

I'd Casey, Super intendent of Baltusrol r 
GC, says, "To give too much weight to 
the intangible costs anchors one to a nega-
tive approach." In fairway renovation the 
intangible costs such as member reaction, t 
success or failure, maintaining a weak situ 
ation, and interference with play can be a 
strong deterrent , and although it varies 
between clubs — a strong positive approach r 
on the superintendent 's part is necessary." 

(3) T ime consumed ill completing re-
novation project. This factor could be 
either listed under good or bad features 
depending on the amount of time con- I 
sutned to complete the project. If the J 

•rough work could be completed in reason . 
able time, weather condit ions permitt ing. | 
then much less weight can be attached t" j 
the intereference factor. T he many factors 
that enter in to the l iming of the project 
will be discussed separately under t i m i n g ^ 
of renovation. 


