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Penn State's 25th Anniversary 
in Turf Research Praised 

By A. H. IMMOf 

Tributes to Penn State's outstanding 
work on turlgrasses featured the sessions 
of the school's 25th annual Furfgrass Con-
ference attended by a record crowd of 
250, Sessions were held it) the Nittanv Lion 
Inn on the I'eun State campus, 

Speakers for the silver jubilee banquet 
declared that research and education in 
the turfgrass field at Penn State have won 
national and international recognition. 
Many paid special tributes to Prof. H. B. 
Musser who has headed the experimental 
work, taught classes, and served as chair-
man of the conference program. 

Weighty topics and academic speeches 
were enlivened at every session by the cou-
rageous humor injected by Joseph Valen-
tine, supt. of the Morion CC, Ardmore. 
Pa. who was among the original group to 
ask Penn State to do special work on turf 
grass in 1929. Valentine recalled many in-
teresting developments down through the' 
years in which he has continued to serve 
as chairman of the Turf Research Ads isorv 
committee. 

Valentine's Day 
At the anniversary banquet it was Val-

entine, early in Ihe evening, who set the in-
formal pace for the series of greetings and 
tributes paid to virtually every segment of 
turfgrass interests of Pennsylvania, several 
other states and Canada. Dr. H. B. 
Sprague. head of Penn State's \grononiv 
Department, was M, C . for the b a n q u e t 

After Dr. Lyman F,. Jarkson, dean of 

J o e Vo le n t i ne (L) recoils t h e l igh te r s ide of t h e 
l t o r i of gotf c o u r t s r e sea r ch o t be a d d r e s s e s the 
Penn S ta te b a n q u e t . O n V a l e n t i n e ' t tell o r e Dr. 
H. B- S p r a g u e , w h o MC-ed t h e b a n q u e t ; Or, ly-
mon E. Jacfc tan , d e a n of P t n n S t a t e Co l l ege of 
Agr i cu l tu re a n d Dr. Austin B. Po ' r i ek . a g r o n o m i s t 
ot USDA w h o d i rec ted Penn S t a t e ' s f irst c o n f e r e n c e . 

Penn State's College of Agriculture opened 
the conference with a welcome anil Dr. 
II. R. McClay explained new courses being 
launched for turfgrass management, the 
sessions really got down to business. Dr. 
W. H. Daniel, of Purdue University spoke 
on "The Riddle of Bentgrass Summer Root-
ing" citing some of the research under way 
to point up his remarks. 

Reviews Canadian Problems 
C. E. Robinson, consultant for the Roval 

Canadian GA declared "The Canadian 
people are indebted to Prof. Musser and 
to Penn State" (or many developments in 
turf work now under way. In his talk. 



"Golf and Golf Courses in Canada," Rob-
inson reviewed some of the problems and 
conditions prevalent in the various Cana-
dian provinces. 

Dr. H, It, Couch, of Penn State's Dept. 
of Botany and Plant Pathology, discussed 
"Control of Rust on Merion blnegrass." He 
reviewed work under way testing many 
new chemicals, some of which have net 
yet been released for general use. 

"Snow Mold Control" was the topic of 
Dr. James R. Watson, Jr., who reported 
varying control results of this condition 
by use of some of the newer organic nter-
cury compounds with various carriers. \ t 
the banquet, Dr. Watson paid tribute to 
his former teacher, Muster. 

Seedbed sterilization was discussed by 
Dr. | C. Harper , [[, of the Lawngrasg De-
velopment Co., Vienna, Va., followed by 
a talk on topdressing of putt ing greens by 
Dr. J. A. DeFrance, of Rhode Island Uni-
versity. Dr. DcFrance reported on some of 
the longtime research on lime uses con 
ducted at the Rhode Island station. 

Results of r, different pre-emergence and 
6 post-emergente chemicals for control of 
rrabgrass in tin f were reported by J . M. 
Duich, Penn State agronomist. Emphasis 
was placed on newer materials as well as 
treatments for various crabgrass species. 

Moisture Discussed 
Moisture problems occupied a half-day 

of discussion. Dr. Fred V. Grau, of the 
West Point (Pa.) Products Co., spoke on 
'"l oo Much Water?" followed by Dr. R. R, 
Davis, of the Ohio Agricultural Experi-
ment Station at Woostcr on "An Evalua-
tion of Grasses for Utiirrigated Fairways 
and Lawns" based on research at the Ohio 
station. Dr. R. F. Engel, of Rutgers Uni-
versity, told of turfgrass problems in New 
Jersey. 

T h e newer urea-formaldehyde fertilizers 
were the subjects of two interesting discus-
sions. T h e first on development and char-
acteristics of the newer materials was by 
I)r, D. W. Kolterman, of duPont de 
Nemours Co.: the second by Prof. Musser 
reported results of experiments on the 
rates, kinds, and timing of nitrogenous fer-
tilizers, int luding the urea-formaldehydes. 
Musser's reports covered five years study at 
Penn State. 

Color slides illustrated the remarks of 
O. J Noer of the Milwaukee Sewerage 
Commission when he spoke on "Exper-
iences in 1955 and Thei r Impact on Fuiure 
Turfgrass Maintenance." 

Greetings from the U. S, Department of 
Agriculture were brought hy Dr, F. V. 

Juska, who recently assumed charge of the 
turf experiments at die Beluvtile, Md., re-
search center. Dr. Juska also spike to the 
conference on management of mixtures 
containing the Merion blue-grass. 

Turfgrass problems in New York were 
reviewed by Dr. John R Com man, of Cor-
nell University, who declared that Penn 
State "has the strongest turfgrass program 
in the nation." 

T h e value of consistent testing of soils 
in golf courses was stressed by A. E. Coop-
er. extension agronomist at Penn State, 
who reviewed the five years' work in this 
line. Cooper stressed the importance of 
correcting conditions as reflected by care-
ful soil tests, each year, rather than per 
mining a buildup ol cither excesses or de-
ficient ies of the various viil elements. 

Numerous speakers during the confer 
ence referred to the training of young men 
in turf work as one of the outstanding con-
tributions made by Penn State during the 
past 25 years. This point was emphasized 
in the final talks at the banquet when 
M. Duich saluted 17 men who had received 
bachelor and advanced degrees specializ-
ing in turf work. At the same time, Duich 
pointed out the growing need for trained 
men in the field and told how Penn State 
is attempting to meet this need with a new 
2-year program as well as the existing 1 • 
year degree program. Many graduates of 
the school were among those attending 
the silver jnhilee. 

Dr. A, L. Patrick, now of the U. S. Soil 
Conservation Service and former professor 
of Agronomy at Penn State, related early 
attempts to focus attention on turf prob-
lems when he organized the first turfgrass 
short courses and conferences 25-years ago. 
Prof. J. W. White, Professor F. ], Holben. 
and Prof. W. S. Reach, all retired Penn 
State faculty members, were present for 
the anniversary banquet and honored for 
their respective contributions to the early 
turf work. 

Representatives of a score of Pennsyl-
vania organizations of golf course supis. 
joined in paying tribute to Penn State and 
to Prof Musser during the banquet. Rep-
resentatives of industries associated with 
turf work also joined in the testimonial. 
Ala u Mock, Pittsburgh seedsman and pres. 
of the newly formed Pa, Turfgrass Coun-
cil, represented that group, 

A. M. Radko, Northeast director, spoke 
for the USGA Green Section, and from 
the Golf Course Superintendents Assn., 
Leonard Strong. Bethlehem. Pa. a past 
president, brought greetings. 


