
Big greens and interesting use of the knobby terrain make the Buena Vista course one that tests golf. 

Donated Labor and Materials 
Bring Fine Golf to Public 

By VERNE WICKHAM 

PR O V I N G a g a i n t h a t a n y communi ty 
t h a t w a n t s a golf course bad enough 

can g e t it, Kern County (Cal.) in mid-
March opened the second nine of the 
Buena V i s t a public course , bu i l t—as w a s 
the f i r s t nine—in a l a rge degree by con-
t r ibu ted labor, f u n d s a n d ma te r i a l . 

A bulldozer here, a f e w hundred f e e t of 
pipe t h e r e and m a n y h o u r s of ha rd work 
a n d t h e Buena Vis ta back nine g r e w 
green a n d took shape and is now hea r ing 
t h e t r e a d of the spikes of m a n y of the 
go l fe r s w h o helped build it. The Buena 
Vis ta a n d Kern County golf courses only 
became real i t ies a f t e r t he gol fers them-
selves rolled up thei r collective sleeves 
a n d w e n t t o work . 

A s a nine-hole course, The Buena Vista 
course had been in ope ra t ion f o r th ree 
y ea r s a s a p a r t of the P a r k s and Recrea-
t ion s y s t e m of sp r awl ing Kern County 
(Pop. 270,000). The second nine w a s 
opened exac t ly t h r ee y e a r s t o the day t h a t 
the original nine w a s opened to play. 

Pos ted in the clubhouse, which h a s 
served the original nine a f t e r being moved 
into the p rope r ty by e q u i p m e n t and man-
power of one of the oil companies , a r e 
two his tor ic plaques. 

One, in a l a rge f r a m e , l ists in bold 
Engl i sh t ype the n a m e s of more t han 40 

companies and organiza t ions t h a t contr ib-
u ted mater ia l , supplies and labor toward 
the building of t h e golf course. 

The other bea r s the personal s igna tu re 
of more t h a n 250 people, known as the 
Grass Root m e m b e r s of the Buena Vis ta 
Golfers ' Associat ion. These a re the men, 
women and children who rolled u p their 
sleeves to f o r m the work par t i es to smooth 
fa i rways , shape a n d r ake greens a n d build 
the course w i t h thei r own hands . The 
word ing above t h e s igna ture reads : 

"Be i t known t h a t the unders igned have 
wielded pick and shovel, r ake and hoe in 
t h e building of t h e Buena Vis ta P a r k golf 
course, con t r ibu t ing a t least one day labor, 
o r a reasonable facsimile thereof , and by 
t h e sweat of the i r brow they have earned 
t h e r ight to be known hencefor th a s the 
G r a s s Root m e m b e r s of the Buena Vista 
Gol fers Associat ion." 

Wi th the opening of the back nine a t 
Buena Vista, the K e r n County P a r k s and 
Recrea t ion D e p a r t m e n t now opera tes two 
18-hole courses, t he Buena Vista, near 
T a f t , and the K e r n County public golf 
course, 12 miles out of Bakersfield. The 
Buena Vista, as a nine-hole course, has 
been playing about 25,000 rounds per y e a r 
and the Kern Coun ty course over 50,000 
annual ly . 

According to H e r b e r t J . Evans , Di rec tor 



Clubhouse and starter's pavillion at Buena Vista, shortly after construction was completed. Landscaping, 
in a few years, will make this a garden spot. 

of the P a r k s and Rec rea t ion Depa r tmen t , 
con t r ibu ted labor and ma te r i a l s a re 
la rge ly responsible f o r t he f a c t t h a t Kern 
Coun ty go l fe r s now have t w o golf courses 
in opera t ion . This opinion is shared by 
H e r m a n W. Riece, supe r in t enden t of rec-
rea t ion a n d Harold H. M a r t i n , superin-
t enden t of parks , t w o m e n who a long 
with E v a n s tied the w o r k toge ther . 

Dona ted Manpower , Mate r i a l s 
In explaining the combined effor t of 

t he go l fe r s and the public agency, E v a n s 
says, " A t t h e Kern C o u n t y golf course we 
find t h e r e was a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1000 m a n 
hours dona ted to the deve lopment of t he 
addi t ional n ine holes wh ich were opened 
in J a n u a r y 1953. This course is now a 
ful l 18-hole course and a l a r g e p a r t of i ts 
fine success belongs to dona ted labor and 
ma te r i a l s . 

" In addit ion to the 1000 m a n hours, th ree 
t r u c k s w e r e donated t o t r a n s p o r t pipe 
f r o m one course t o t h e o ther , an approxi-
m a t e d is tance of 90 miles. Also welding 
m a c h i n e s and welders ' t i m e w e r e donated 
by the va r ious companies. A l though th is 
course has no t received as m u c h donated 
t ime a n d ma te r i a l s as the Buena Vista, 
loca ted be tween Bakersf ie ld and Taf t , we 
find t h a t i t has been v e r y he lpful f r o m 
t h e s t andpo in t of public i n t e r e s t and finan-
cial help, and a g r e a t deal of credi t goes 
to the public and t h e corpora t ions fo r 
thei r a ss i s t ance . 

" A t t h e Buena Vis t a course, the s tory is 
even more g r a t i f y i n g because we find 
there has been donated approx ima te ly 
3500 h o u r s of manpower and several thou-
sand dol lars wor th of pipe, fe r t i l i zer seed 
a n d o t h e r mate r ia l s . 

"A fine example of c o m m u n i t y spir i t 

w a s shown on the workday when people 
of all classes and professions joined in 
shap ing greens and approaches. On this 
one day alone the count shows t h a t 250 
men and women donated a ful l day of 
work on the course. The local m e r c h a n t s 
contr ibuted r e f r e shmen t s f o r a buffe t 
lunch served a t t he noon hour . 

" In addition to th is labor and mate r ia l , 
t he f a r m e r s of Buttonwil low cont r ibuted 
the i r land levelers, bulldozers and other 
equipment t o w o r k on the f a i rways . Also 
the associat ion contr ibuted some $4000 in 
advance membersh ips which helped d e f r a y 
some ac tua l out-of-pocket expenses. The 
associat ion also raised approx imate ly 
$1100 to pay fo r addit ional spr inkler heads 
f o r t he second nine, j u s t opened. 

W o r k t o M a k e P l a y 
" I t is ve ry ha rd to describe the in te res t 

and cooperat ion which has been shown a t 
these two courses and it is m y content ion 
t h a t if given a chance to do so and the 
w o r k can be coordinated in the proper 
manne r , i t is a very heal thy condition to 
al low anyone, both f r o m the individual 
s t andpo in t and f r o m groups or organiza-
t ions, to pa r t i c ipa t e in the development of 
a n y pro jec t of t h i s type." 

While the gol fers themselves pi tched in 
t o ge t the job done, the Kern County 
Board of Supervisors had and is giving-
golf i t s suppor t . The county b rough t the 
w a t e r f r om the Buena Vista course in 
f r o m a distance of more than th ree miles 
t o m a k e possible the grassed f a i r w a y s and 
g reens which now sit like emera lds 
a g a i n s t the sage b rush and deser t sands 

tTnn S ? w t 0 t h e W i U a n d t h e d e t e r m i n a ! 
t ion of golfers w h o wanted a golf course 
b a d enough t h a t they got one. 




