
Eighteenth green in foreground dwarfs newly remodeled clubhouse of the Asbury Park G & C C brought 
to life by Ray Co le after lying dormant for 13 years. 

Rebuilds Abandoned Course and 
Clubhouse in Nine Months 

RAY COLE has completed the first and 
toughest stage of a very hard job in 

golf. He has rehabilitated and reopened 
the Asbury Park G&CC at Neptune, N. J. 

In nine months Cole went at a 212-
acre area of brush, tangled undergrowth 
and scrub trees, and a tumbling wreck 
that once had been a clubhouse and with 
hard, smart work and about $125,000 re-
vived a course that has been closed for 
13 years. 

Cole, after a pro career that established 
him as an excellent instructor and golf 
businessman, was considering retiring 
from golf when he got word that the city 
of Asbury Park, N. J., was considering 
leasing its abandoned golf course. He flew 
up from Miami, explored the jungle that 
concealed what had been a course, took a 
look at the ruined clubhouse then, with 
confidence in his vision, went far out 
on a limb. 

Reclaim Course from Jungle 
He took a 20-year lease on the property 

for $90,000. Before he gets through with 
the reconstruction, expansion, moderniza-
tion and beautification program he will 
have at least $300,000 in the plant. 

Those who know Ray Cole say he will 
make a big profit and bring millions in 
added income to Asbury Park merchants 
and property owners. 

When Cole first saw the site there was 
grass, weeds and bushes 4 ft. high on 
fairways and greens. Wild cherry trees 
had grown over the course during 12 
years and in some instances were 15 ft. 
high. 

The course was 6,427 yds. with a par of 
72 and was a first-class layout. It is on 
rolling and wooded terrain. Ray has made 
a few improvements in the design. 

When he got on the job his first step 
was to examine the condition of the 
water lines. He engaged the Wm. R. 
Hogg Co., an old and reliable plumbing 
firm, to repair the water system and put 
it into good working order. 

There was no map of the piping so con-
siderable work was required in locating 
the lines. Some of the pipe had been dug 
out of the ground and stolen. Many of 
the connections had rusted away. Re-
building the water system took six weeks. 

Cole's next order of business was to get 
the heavy growth removed. He bought 
two tractors. One he quickly began using 
to pull out trees. The other hauled a 
Woods double rotary high speed mower 
in clearing the course. He says this outfit 
did a very efficient job and has been kept 
in steady use putting the course into good 
condition. 
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Cole had a t i gh t deadline in g e t t i n g the 
greens planted. He set Sept. 15 a s the 
da te when th is job was to be completed. 
Along came t h a t s to rmy wi tch Hur r i cane 
Hazel and she delayed progress a week, 
in addition t o wash ing out several of the 
newly seeded greens . However, t he last 
green was seeded to Seaside on Sept . 30. 

Before Cole g o t into his course res tora-
t ion work he engaged a R u t g e r s Univer-
s i ty turf a u t h o r i t y as consu l t an t and 
hired Joe Malikowski, a g r a d u a t e of 
Rhode Is land Agr icu l tura l college, as 
supt . Then 10 workmen were h i red and 
go t onto the schedule of g reens rehabili-
ta t ion. 

A Ro tova to r and t r ac to r we re rented 
and put t o use cu t t i ng the g reens sod into 
small pieces. This operation caused some 
trouble as the clumps of sod were hard 
to remove. 

Hand r a k i n g and d ragg ing wi th steel 
m a t s finished the prepara t ion of greens 
f o r seeding. The fo rmer con tour s of 
greens were mainta ined. The Seaside 
c a u g h t well and was pu t on a main te-
nance p r o g r a m ear ly so when the course 
opened Apri l 26 the greens were in very 
good condition. The f a i r w a y s still were 
spot ty but were responding to a good 
fer t i l iz ing and l iming p rogram. 

The f a i r w a y s had a good s t a n d of 
b luegrass and did not need to be seeded. 

A f t e r the g reens were seeded t h e tees 
were modernized in cons t ruct ion , and 
seeded. 

Win t e r Work A Big P r o g r a m 
Winte r was a busy time, outs ide and in. 

T r a p s were cleared and filled wi th sand; 
the rough and woods were c leared and 
the vas t accumula t ion of b rush and other 
debris f r o m the construct ion work was 
burned. This planned work g a v e Cole a 
course tha t opened with the appea rance 
of needing only more g rowing t ime, in-
s tead of hav ing the uns ight ly splotches 
t h a t usual ly a re lef t on new course jobs 
and which seldom receive a t t e n t i o n until 
t he following winter . 

Moles gave t rouble on the newly planted 
greens and tees. Mole t r aps were ineffec-
t ive bu t l iberal use of a poison called 
Mole-Not g o t r id of the pests . 

Res to r ing Wrecked Clubhouse 
As a profess ional Cole had seen too 

m a n y places where the lesson a n d prac-
tice tees and prac t ice pu t t i ng g r een were 
inconveniently located and inadequa te so 
in his redesign a n d reconst ruct ion he took 
good care of these fea tures . 

The clubhouse presented a l m o s t a new 

building job. Vandals had t aken abou t 
e v e r y t h i n g loose, s t r i pp ing every piece of 
m e t a l f r o m inside the bui lding and t h e 
g u t t e r s a n d downspouts f r o m outside. 

All windows were broken . The doors 
we re ba t t e red . Beams unde r both locker-
rooms were ro t ted . W i r i n g had been to rn 
ou t and the p las te r ing w a s v i r tua l ly de-
s t royed. 

One of the first t h ings done on the 
c lubhouse job was t o ins ta l l an oil bu rne r 
and p u t the hot w a t e r a n d hea t ing sys-
t e m s in to good condit ion so the o the r 
in te r ior w o r k could be done in the win te r 
unde r condit ions t h a t m a k e i t possible f o r 
w o r k m e n to do good jobs comfor t ab ly 
and wi thou t delay f o r t h a w i n g out. 

N o w the clubhouse, reroofed, res tored 
and modernized, a t t r a c t i ve ly decora ted 
and efficiently equipped, is a revenue pro-
ducer f o r Cole and a commun i ty asset . 

Cole h a s hired F r a n k Siciliano as pro-
fessional . F r a n k was wi th the course un-
til i t w e n t out of business . He was in the 
N a v y du r ing World W a r I I and upon his 
r e t u r n opened a golf range . 

The A s b u r y P a r k course is ope ra t ing 
on a semi-pr iva te basis and on the pay-
play policy s t a r t ed off w i th very good 
volume. The tour i s t s t o the Je r sey shore 
and out -of - town p layers quickly followed 
and the re is promise t h a t Cole's es tab-
l i shment will be p laying to capac i ty m a n y 
days before th is y e a r is ended. 

Fully Automatic Range 
Nears Completion 

A unique ful ly a u t o m a t i c golf dr iv ing 
r a n g e is being completed a t Thi rd St. and 
Sunr ise Highway, Bay Shore, L. I., N. Y., 
in th i s Long Is land shore spot . 

Ho lmes Cook, 631 T e n t h Ave., New 
York City, is t he des igner and builder of 
the p r o j e c t which will a lso contain an 18 
hole m i n i a t u r e golf course. 

E x c e p t f o r re t r i ev ing balls, v i r tual ly 
every phase of the d r iv ing r ange is m a -
chine opera ted . The en t i r e pro jec t will 
s t a n d t h e developer some $200,000. 

The bal ls a r e picked u p by a W o r t h -
ing ton t r a c t o r unit , then dumped into a 
d i s t r ibu t ion un i t which washes and dr ies 
them. A conveyor bel t t hen carr ies t he 
balls f r o m a t rough to t h e tee line. Inser -
tion of a half-dollar coin by the pa t ron 
s t a r t s t he cycle of balls which a re teed 
u p f r o m beneath the d r iv ing m a t . 

The re will be a pro-shop connected t o 
the club house c a r r y i n g a fu l l line of golf 
equ ipment . The f a i r w a y s will be wa te red . 


